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1 Wk B & WELCOME TO GUANGZHOU

Spring has come round early and the
Flower City is now in full blossom.

The year 1996 sees the 2210th anniversary
of the initiation of Guangzhou. This is unusual
for the Guangzh ou people as they are, for the
first time in history, staging festivities to mark
the birthday of their ancient hometown. Now it
seems that the whole city has been thrown into
an ocean of songs and flowers. Everywhere you
can see people laughing and enjoying, as if
they are living in paradise.

Tourism has also heralded good news. Now
what is laid open before you is a special fair
bulletin for the anniversary event. It showcases
the latest developments of Guangzhou’s tourism
in utilizing resources, perfecting management,
promoting swaps and cooperation, and moderniz-
ing both hardware and software facilities.
Tourism has become one of the supporting pillars
of Guangzhou’s entire industry. It has acceler-
ated the conversion of the ancient city into a
modern international metropolis.

In future, Guangzhou’s tourism industry
is bent on incresaing interflows with the out-
side world and raising the fame of Guangzhou
to a new height.

Welcome to this beautiful city of Guangzhou.
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CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE

PHWRITR EFH
Wang Shouchu, Vice Mayor of Guangzhou
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Guangzhou International Travel Trade Fair ‘96 will be convened in March. Please let me, on
behalf of the municipal government and the local people extend a warm welcome to all the guests
coming from different parts of the world.

The current “Special Issue of GITTF ‘96 in Celebration of the 2210th Anniversary of
Guangzhou” is a good record of the latest developments of Guangzhou’s tourism industry. It is
a nice gift for the anniversary event.

2210 years have passed in a flash. Guangzhou is in every sense a historical and cultural city.
The historical and even legendary heritage has added much to the charm of this southern
metropolis. Being one of the key tourism cities in China, Guangzhou is becoming more and more
attractive to outside travellers. Apart from the numerous tourist sites and scenic spots, there are
all those high—class hotels, restaurants and guesthouses whose quality services are indispensable
for a pleasant trip. The itineraries are also well—organized. Now we are staging this Inter-
national Travel Trade Fair to show our tourism partners what we have to offer and what we are
hoping for.

Guangzhou is striving to be one of China’s best cities to tour. We have full confidence
that Guangzhou’s tourism will become more brisk and fruitful in the future.
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Guangzhou is located at
113’17’N and 23’8E. It is the
political, economic and cultural
centre in the south of China as
well as the seat of the provincial
government. As a subtropical area
crossed by the Tropic of Cancer,
Guangzhou enjoys mild climate
and rich rainfall. Its evergreen
landscape has brought about the
name of "Flower City”.

Guangzhou was in the first
list of 24 famous historical and
cultural cities in China revealed
by the State Council in 1982.
With a history of more than 2000
years, Guangzhou is endowed with
a rich treasury of historical
relics. Among the best—known
are the Imperial Tomb of the
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Nan Yue King, the Guangxiao
Temple, the Six Banyan Trees
Temple, the Nanhai Divine Tem-
ple, the Five Fairies Temple, the
Huaisheng Temple, the Chen
Family House, the Stone House,
the San Yuan Temple. ‘etc. /All
these historical leftovers represent
different periods of the lengthy
history of the city.

This is also a heroic city.

Many modern revolutions

occurred here, which left behind
the Huanghuagang Grave of 72
Martyrs, the Guangzhou Uprising
Martyrs’ Park, the Memorial Hall
of Dr. Sun Yat —sen, the Peasant

Movement Institute, the Huangpu
Military Academy, the An-
ti— British Fighting Spot in
Sanyuanli, the Graveyard of the
Martyrs of the 19th Group in
Anti—Japanese War, etc. These
remainders are reminiscent of the
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heroic and bloody past of
Guangzhou.

Apart from the long history,
Guangzhou also owes its charm to
its natural settings, its folk cul-
ture, its customs and civilities.
Traditional heritage and modern
civilization make a sharply
contrasting yet highly comple-
mentary co —existence here.

The big house in Xiguan Dis-
trict, the arcades that ceiled the
pavements, the garden — like west-
ern houses —one can easliy see in
Guangzhou allthesearchitectures
in different styles. The "arcades”,
for example, are the buildings
that protrude on the second floor
to cover the pavement. They pre-
vent the pedestrians from rain
and sunshine. They also offer
much convenience to shopping.
The Aiqun Building (now
called Aiqun Hotel”) on the north
bank of the Pearl River was built
in 1937. It’s 64 metres tall, with
30 storeys. In 1930s, it topped all
other buildings in Guangzhou. Its
western style also started a




F

. "M%/ %  Hai Zhu Square Guangzhou 3% (Tel): 3338168
Ltl:jgﬁﬁﬁi, e o Ae PDEVE 7 7] : www. ertongbook. com




I P S ———E

|
1
[

trend. Commanding a good view
of the Pearl River and the down-

town sector of the city, Aiqun
Hotel is a favourite place for
froeign travellers. It joins with
Xinya Hotel and the Nanfang
Department Building to make the
earliest and most spectacular “ar-
cades” of Guangzhou.

Silk is a great creation of
China. Its export in history con-
veyed the Chinese culture to over-
seas. Guangzhou was the starting
point of the”Silk Road” by sea.
According to historians, more than
2000 years ago, Guangzhou was
already a foreign trade port. It
scaled up with the passage of
time and its extension got fur-
ther and further. Silk, ceramics
and tea were the three biggest
staples of Guangzhou in foreign
trade. The remains of the
dockyard of the Qin and Han
Dynasties excavated recently show
that more than 2000 years ago
Guangzhous$ shipmaking techno -

logy and capacity were rather

high. The Nanhai Divine Temple
located in Huangpu was built in
the Sui Dynasty. Before the tem-
ple, there was a dock, which was
the starting point of the ”"Silk
Road” by sea. It is one of the
most important relics of China’s
ancient overseas transportation.

The remains of “Silk Road
on the Sea” prove that Guangzhou
has been a commercial and
trading city since ancient times.
The nowaday Guangzhou has,
nonetheless, developed into an
important distribution cemtre om
Spith China area and in China
as a whole. Many commodities
are sold and transited here.
Guangzhou has a relatively com-
plete category of commodities,
sophisticated information nexus,
good service quality, and prosper-

ous commercial activities. Its mar-

ket is brisk. Souvenir shops, for
example, are scattered in streets
and lanes, attracting tourists by
their rich commodity mix, good
quality and low prices. Famous
downtown areas are in Beijing
Road, Zhongshan 5th Road,
Renmin Road, the Bund, Dishipu
Road, and Shangxiajiu Road. In
these areas there are located such
notable shopping malls as Xin
Da Xin Company, Guangzhou
Department Store Building, Nan
Fang Department Store Building,
Hua Xia Merchandise Company,
Dong Shan Department Store
Building, Guangzhou Friendship
Store, Haizhu Shopping Centre.
Guangzhou is becoming a shop-
ping paradise for tourists.
Economic development has
brought about prosperity.
Guangzhou has actually assumed
the role of venue for internatio-
nal conferences. Beginning from
1957 S the
Commodities Fair has been in

Chinese  Export

session twice a year (in spring
and autumn) in Guangzhou with-
out interruption. The upcoming
session will be the 79th one. Each
session records an immense at-
tendance. The Fair has won a
worldwide reputation and has
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given impetus to international
trade. As a commercial centre,
Guangzhou stages many large
international exhibitions every
year. It wont’s take long before
Guangzhou heightens her com-
prehensive reception capabiltity
and becomes a more and more
desirable venue for international
conferences and exhibitions.
Commercial development al-
ways leads to the prosperity of
hotelling business. Increasing
trade poses increasing require-
ments on the services and
racilities of the hotels and restau-
rants. Now, Guangzhou has 189
hotels which can handle overseas
tourism. Among them, 75 are
starred hotels with a total of over
42,000 rooms which receive more
than 100,000 travellers each day.
The White Swan Hotel, Garden

Hotel, Dong Fang Hotel, China
Hotel and Guangdong Interna-
tional Hotel are among China’s
best —known five—star hotels.
Dong Fang Hotel, the first
Stateowned five—star hotel in
China, is unique in style. Inside
the hotel, there are gardens, artifi-
cial hills, lotus ponds, twisting
galleries and pavilions. Birds are
heard chirping and flowers emit
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soothing fragrance. In the com-
mercial hub of the city, this ele-
gant hotel is outstanding for its
oriental style and gardenlike
architecture. Every year, large
amounts of commercial, sightsee-
ing or homebound travellers
come and stay. It also receives
top leaders and senior officials of
foreign countries, and therefore
enjoys a worldwide reputation.

Liuvhua Hotel is located on
the foot of the Yue Xiu Moun-
tain. To its north are the Guang-
zhou Railway Station and the
filght ticket station. To its south
is Liuhua Lake Park. To it east
is the Chinese Export Commo-
dities Fair, and to its west are
the provincial and municipal
long —distance bus stations. This
is one of the hubs of Guang-
zhou’s commerce and trade. The
square of the railway station is
full of hustles and bustles. The
overflying expressway extends
from east to west. with such a
great flux coming and going, the
section is of golden value in
terms of commerce and trade.
Liuhua Hotel has conspicuously
stood there for over 20 years.
The hotel has 750 guest rooms
and 8 dining halls in different
styles. Apart from its geogra-
phical advantage, the hotel boasts
modern management and quality
services. Since the implement-
sation of the reform and open
policy, Liuhua Hotel’s business is
expanding rapidly. In October
1992, the Liuhua Hotel Enterprise
Group was formed, with the
Liuhua Hotel as the core enter-
prise, and Hongmian Hotel,
Leyuan Hotel and Honghua Ho-
tel as its close affiliates. They are
scattered around the railway sta-
tion. Liuhua Hotel itself was
changed into Liuhua Hotel Co.,
Ltd- The Group exercises a tre-

mendous influence in the railway
station vicinity and symbolized
the latest development of Guang-
zhou'’s hotel industry.

The Pearl Square has two big
lawns. The pearl River River
Bridge straddles the river and
connects the north side to the
south side. Here, there are hustles
and bustles. The Guangzhou
Hotel towers building in Guang-
zhou. Now it is enjoying a fairly
high reputation both in and out-
side China. The Hotel has over
450 newly —refurnished luxurious
guestrooms, a dozen of dining
halls in Chinese, western, Japan-
ese and various other styles. In
the Cloud Palace Dining Hall
high on the 26th floor, one can
enjoy at once the delicious food

&S

and the surrounding view, seeing
the dazzling ripples of the Pearl
River. Apart from a comfortable
stay, one can also get a complete
range of commercial services from
the hotel.

Guangzhou is a southern city
and has many natural yields. For
example, the litchi, banana, pine-
apple, carambola, longan, or-
ange, tangerine, quince, etc. are
the kinds of fruits no tourists
would neglect. The fine arts and
crafts are also attractive souve-
nirs, like ivory carving, wood
carving, jade carving, Cantonese
polychromes and Cantonese em-
broidery. The Cantonese music,
opera, painting, potted land-
scape, acrobatics, etc. are all
heavily laden with local cultural
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contents. They show the human-
istic side of the highly commer-
cialized metropolis.

"Dining in Guangzhou” has
been a catchphrase for a long
time. The city has as many as
157,000 dining spots, with an
annual transaction of over 8 bil-
lion yuan. The Cantonese cuisine,
originated from Guangzhou, has
drawn on the merits of many
other Cuisines. Its material range
is broad yet highly selected. Tihe
foods are always quick —fried or
stewed, which turn out to be
extremely fresh, tender, slippery
or crisp. The tastes range from
sweet, acid, hot, salty to even bit-
ter. In fact, the Cantonese the
the Guangzhou catering market
has spared room for other cooking
schools. Western meals, Japanese
cookery, Korean foods and other
tasty foods from Southeast Asia
have also occupied their places in
Guangzhou. As the pace of eco-
nomic operation quickens, fast
food —both western —styled and
Chinese —is gaining prevalence.
A multifarious and multi — levelled
catering framework has taden
shape. In Guangzhou, wherever
you stand, a dining house is
within easy reach. Some larger
restaurants, like Banxi Restau-

rant, Guangzhou Restaurant,
Nanyuan Restaurant, Beiyuan
Restaurant, Lianxianglou, Tao
Tao House have spread their
names far and wide. Small pubs
are just innumerable. They cluster
in Xihao 2nd Road, Guangda
Road, Qingping Road, Guigang,
Hongdae Road, Yanjiang Road,
etc. These food streets are
conglomerations of nearly all
Guangzhou’s small dishes, like
dumpling noodles, tasty por-
ridges, stewed field snail, stir—

fried rice noodles, hot — pot rice,

stewed racoon dog, stewed
pidgeon, etc., all of which have
strong local flavours. Special
mention should be given to the
Xigong Food Street under the
Haiyin Bridge. There a dozen of
large seafood restaurants stand
side by side. People come here
not only for the delicious
seafoods, but also for the river
sight. special mention should be
given to Banxi Restaurant which
is perhaps the biggest of its kind
in China. Located on the beach
of Liwan Lake, Banxi Restaurant
has inside it small lakes and gar-
dens on which stand the dining
pavilions. Galleries twist and turn
everywhere and brooklyns babble
under the hanging willows and
banyans. The scene is just
beautiful. But still more beautiful
are the foods. Famous cooks go
all out to present spectacular
dishes to show what catering cul-
ture really means. For the past
years, the garden —like restaurant
has received many foreign top
leaders, senior officials and VIPs
and has been acclaimed as "a
magnificent garden restaurant”.
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