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Hungarians Vote Overwhelmingly
to Join European Union
GEANARAREBL EL AR o tr 4

Hungarians have voted over-
whelmingly to join the European U-
nion in a nation — wide referendum
Saturday. Eighty — four percent of
voters said “yes” to EU member-
ship, but voter turn - out was less
than the forecast of over 60 per-
cent.

Fireworks and a light show
backed by European Union ( EU)
music illuminated the night sky
over Budapest soon after election
officials announced that eight out of
ten Hungarians participating in Sat-
urday’ s referendum voted in favor
of EU membership.

It was seen as a political vie-
tory for Prime Minister Peter
Medgyessy, an ex — Communist of-
ficial who embraced the market e-

conomy soon after his former Soviet
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satellite state started to democratize
13 years ago.

The “yes” vote came after a
state sponsored pro — EU campaign
that included a round the clock
telephone campaign.

But several far right groups
campaigned against joining the or-
ganization during rallies that were
often marked by anti Semitic and
nationalistic rhetoric. Right wing
parties also wamed that EU mem-
bership could harm Hungaran pro-
ducers and farmers because of in-
creased competition and stricter
regulations.

But their call does not appeal
to many people like 54 — year - old
Hungarian language teacher and
writer Erzsebet Tiszai.

Ms. Tiszai voted for EU mem-
bership which, she said, will lead
to a free market and more choice
for Hungarian consumers after

decades of Communism.
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“I don’ t want anybody to tell
me what I buy (or) where I buy,”
she said. “We had it for forty
years. We could not find good
shoes. We couldn’ t find a good
dress. After that we could just buy
the second hand things, although I
am a good teacher. So it’ s e-
nough. ”

Despite differences of opinion
on the streets of Budapest about the

most people
seem to agree that EU membership

economic Impact,

will mean Hungary’ s re — entry into
Europe after a turbulent millennium
that included long periods of occu-
pation by Turks, two World Wars,
and Soviet domination.

Speaking along the spectacular
bank of the Danube river, Prime
Minister Peter Medgyessy told a
crowd that his country had finally
overcome a period of suffering.

He said that Hungary was like
a ship that finally arrived “in the
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hathor of the European Union” af-
ter a difficult Mr.
Medgyessy added that the outcome
of the referendum has given him

journey .

more confidence to sign the historic
EU Accession Treaty in Athens next
week .

Polling stations stayed open
slightly longer than initially planned
Saturday after Orthodox

warned they would otherwise be un-

Jews

able to vote as the referendum took
place on their Sabbath .

Hungary was the third EU
candidate country to hold a referen-
dum among 10 nations invited to
join the EU in May 2004. Voters in
Malta and Slovenia have already
approved membership.

EU officials have

cautioned Hungarians not to expect

However,

immediate an increase in wages,
that now hover around $400 a
month for blue collar workers. But

the Government says it expects EU
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membership to further boost the e- FHHIF L, BUFYRKEHF
conomy and confidence among for- HZEHF I KIYCHHRTRAEM
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Stefan Bos for VOA news,
Budapest
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Togo Begins Pre-Election Security Crackdown
S FUATARANGRZLNHRTH

Authorities in Togo have be-
gun a security crackdown, after the
main opposition leader said he
wants a campaign of civil disobedi-
ence to protest the government’ s
refusal to let him run I next
month’ s presidential election .

Speaking from Paris, opposi-
tion leader Gilchrist Olympio said
his party will call for civil disobedi-
ence in days ahead to force Presi-
dent Gnassingbe Eyadema from
power.

Earlier this week, the election
commission disqualified Mr. Olym-
pio from participating in the June 1
election because he does not fulfill
residency requirements. He was in
exile in Europe.

Togo’ s Interior Minister Akila
~ Esso Francois Boko says the gov-

ernment will not tolerate violence,
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and the opposition party must re-
spect the rules.

On Wednesday, five militants
wearing the red and yellow colors of
Mr. Olympio’s party were arrested
after allegedly setting fire to a gas
station in a poor neighborhood of
the capital, Lome.

The vice president of Mr.
Olympio’ s political party, Patrick
Lawson, said he was detained and

questioned for five hours on

Wednesday .

Mr. Lawson said his party,
the Union for the Changes of
Force, is non — violent and disas-
sociates itself from any act of vio-
lence. But he wamed, there could
be a social explosion, because, he
said, the young people of Togo are
desperate for change.

Interior Minister Boko wamed
there will be a further crackdown if
violent protests begin. Mr. Boko
said his ministry will do everything
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in its power to ensure the political
campaign and the election are con-
ducted peacefully.

One of the five opposition
leaders who have been allowed to
run, Leopold Gnininvi, said the
mood is very tense in Lome. Mr.
Gnininvi said the authorities might
incite unrest themselves to justify a
crackdown on opposition leaders.
Mr. Gnininvi added that he would
like the opposition to consolidate
behind one or two candidates so it
can have a chance to defeat Presi-
dent Eyadema, who has been in
power since 1967.

A constitutional amendment
passed in December allowed Mr.
Eyadema to seek a third elected
mandate. The campaign officially
begins May 15.

Nico Colombant VOA news,
Abidjan

FAEEE-BETH
WEEMNSA T4 Kk,
fib i 5 AL EHEF SN 1
KIRFEIFAZ—.
BTHFERLSRAIEZE
a5 KBSk A EE X
RAFAFRIED,

weTHEEHRK
P, fib 2 B8 I X IR BB 4%
HERIF1E 2 iRk
AN, XRERFINSTHRE
GHRTES, fis h 1967

FER—EEN,
12 A 8T8 —m
REBERERTVELE

BIERE=ZWETE, X
B F S A 15 BRER
Fik,

R - PHEBHSE
BT Lk A AR E



Politics

6th Round of Sri Lankan Peace
Talks End With No Progress
FoumRt bbbt AAEALAE,

The government of Sri Lanka
and Tamil Tiger rebels wrapped up
their sixth round of peace talks in
Japan with no progress on political
But they renewed their
commitment to the 13 — month

issues.

cease — fire, amid news of a deadly
sea clash by suspected rebels.

Sri Lanka’ s peace negotiators
said Friday that the govemnment and
Tamil Tiger rebels would continue
to move forward with efforts to re-
solve one of Asia’ s longest civil
wars. But no concrete progress was
made on how to share political and
economic power under a federal
system, a key concept agreed to at
talks last year and the basis for a
final settlement.

They also did not finish work

on humanitarian concems, but said
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they plan to issue a human rights
declaration at their 7th round of
talks next month in Thailand.
Paikiasothy
the executive director of a Colombo
think tank, called the Centre for
Policy Altemnatives, he said that

Saravanamuttu,

despite the shortcomings, the talks
should be viewed in a positive
light. “The challenge at the present
moment is to implement the agree-
ments made and to consolidate
whatever gains have been arrived
at,” he said. “I think, in that
sense, what we are going to see in
the future is that each particular
round of talks will not yield a majbr
agreement, but is rather doing the
more unspectacular work of imple-
menting consolidating what has
been arrived at.”

Mr. Saravanamuttu also ex-
pressed concem that the U.S. -
led war with Iraq could eclipse
peace efforts in Sri Lanka, which a
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Japanese envoy to the talks called
“the only bright spark in a turbu-
lent period the rest of the world is
going through.”

Japan will host an intemation-
al donors conference for Sri Lanka
in June, which is expected to raise
millions of dollars to rebuild the
nation after 19 years of war, which
killed more than 60,000 people.

The two sides ended their four
~ day talks in the Japanese resort
town of Hakone with news of a
deadly sea clash. Sn Lankan naval
officials say a group of rebels at-
tacked a Chinese fishing trawler off
the east coast of the island nation
and killed more than a dozen crew.

Negotiators at the talks in
Japan would not comment on the
incident, saying they needed time
to confirm the facts.

Amy Bickers VOA news,
Tokyo
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Terrorists Actively Secking Chemicals to
Attack Britain, Says Blair
FEAHR BALPFERBERAFHAAKE AR

British antiterrorist police
have arrested six men for question-
ing after finding traces of a deadly
toxin in a London residence.

Police say they acted on intel-
ligence information to make the ar-
rests of the six men, who range in
age from teenagers to the 30s. The
suspects’ nationalities were not an-
nounced, but media reports say
they are of North African origin.

Police say equipment and ma-
terial: were confiscated when the
men were arrested at residences in
north and east London.

Chemical analysis found traces
of ricin, a deadly toxin derived
from the seeds of the castor plant.

British Prime Minister Tony
Blair commented on the arrests in
the speech in London shortly after

12

RERBEREERH
—REFARRT PR
—MESERE BT
6 &% H FHTHERM, Bl
B ABTHRIEHLE E R XX
6 " ANEHE T #ATE,
X 6 MARFERA LS
H=1%%. FLEMHEE
RENTT, BEEICE R
E AR ALk,

EHHEX AR
AL AR R A BT K
W, W& RERE T
ABHL, EMTRAT
MENERER, X2 —
P B RRAOFH T B SR B
BwEX.

REEMHEIER X
RERITEHFEHEDRA
FERBVEE PR fRAT
SRR T L, iR



the police announcement. He said
terrorists are actively seeking chem-
icals, toxins and other weapons to
attack Britain.

“This issue is a real and ac-
tive threat to our security, and I
warn people, it is only a matter of
time before terrorists get hold of it,
and as the arrests that were made
earlier today show, this danger is
present and real and with us now,
and its potential is huge,” Mr.
Blair said. h

The police announcement said
Britain faces a range of terrorist
threats from a number of different
groups. It said the public should
be alert but not alarmed, and it ap-
pealed for citizens to be vigilant
and report anything suspicious to
the police.

Michael Drudge VOA news ,
London
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