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Good evening everyone. We’re going
to begin this evening with the Bush Adminis-
tration and its allies. It is quite clear in Wash-
ington tonight that the Administration is pre-
pared to jeopardize its relations with several
of its oldest and best friends in order to get its
way about Iraq. Today, for example, the U.S.
and Turkey, which is one of those allies, still
cannot make a deal by which U.S. forces would
attack Iraq from Turkish territory. And at the
White House, the President’s principal visitor
today was the Secretary General of the NATO
Alliance.

It was, and the Administration’s strategy
on this problem with the allies is clear: Keep
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the pressure on, not just on Saddam
Hussein, but on the allies as well.

Late this afternoon, Mr. Bush met
with NATO Secretary General, Lord
Robertson, who has been desperately
trying to bridge the differences be-
tween the U.S. and its allies on Iraq.
With nearly 200,000 U.S. troops now in
the Persian Gulf, the White House to-
day presented what amounted to an
ultimatum to the 14 other nations on
the Security Council.

Ari Fleischer (White House
Spokesman): What the President is
saying to the Security Council is, this
is your last chance to mean what
you’ve previously said.

But at the UN, key American al-
lies may not be willing or politically able
to go along with the Bush plan for a
quick decision on war. Millions of anti-
war demonstrators in the streets of key
U.S. allies, and polls showing opposi-
tion to war in some Western European
countries reaching 80%, are putting
tremendous political pressure on some
of the Bush Administration’s key allies,
Britain’s Tony Blair and Italy’s Silvio
Berlusconi. Nevertheless, the Secre-
tary of Defense insisted there’s no rift
between the U.S. and Europe.
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Rumsfeld (U.S. Secretary of Defense):
The impression that is left, often in news
articles that Europe is opposing the United
States, I think, is belied by the facts.

But the war of words across the At-
lantic deepened today with Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, telling French Radio,
France lacked the courage to enforce UN
resolutions.

Powell: ... And there cannot be a satis-
factory solution for inspections just to con-
tinue forever, because some nations are
afraid of stepping up to the responsibilities
of imposing the will of the international
community.

Diplomatic sources tell ABC News that
the U.S. and Great Britain will introduce a
final UN resolution on Iraq either Friday or
Monday. And when that resolution is
introduced, the U.S. will ask for a deadline,
but not a deadline for Saddam Hussein; a
deadline for the Security Council to vote

on the war.
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France, Germany Mark 40-Year
Anniversary
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The leaders of France and Germany have
celebrated 40 years since the signing of a his-
toric friendship treaty at a lavish ceremony in
the chateau of Versailles just outside Paris.
The leaders of both the countries’ parliaments,
the French National Assembly Nationalle and
the German Bundestag, addressed the audi-
ence of German and French politicians offi-
cials and special guests. Afterwards, German
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder and French
President Jacque Chirac made their own
speeches. Both leaders praised the closeness
of their bi-lateral relations and their foresight
and dignity of the treaty’s original signatories.
And both men emphasised the will to con-
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tinue to forge closer ties and joint positions
in the future. Schroeder said it was impor-
tant that the two countries cooperate in vot-
ing at the UN Security Council. Germany is a
non-permanent member of the council while
France is one of the 5 countries which has a
permanent vote. But Germany will have a
pivotal role in the council when it takes over
the Chairmanship next month and Schroeder
has made it clear he will not back an Iraq war
resolution. Chirac said Germany and France
were in an agreement that Europe should be
a force for peace on the international stage.
After the speeches, a children’s choir sang
the national anthems of both countries,

drawing the ceremony to a close.
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i $E PR B friendship treaty B (EWS KL |
The Elyseé Treaty between France and the Federal Republic of Germany, |
signed on January 22, 1963, by General de Gaulle and Chancellor Adenauer, set

the seal on reconciliation between two nations and laid the groundwork for lasting peace
on the continent. It laid down the major objectives of Franco-German cooperation and
set out the institutional rules for their implementation. The Elyseé Treaty brought about
France and Germany's historic reconciliation by forging ties between the two countries” |
young people and developing the feeling that the Franco-German relationship is both

necessary and special.
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Clashes Between Thailand and

S L

Thailand has suspended most relations
with Cambodia and barred Cambodians from
entering the country at all border checkpoints.
The Thai ambassador has been recalled to
Bangkok and his Cambodian counterpart has
been ordered to leave Thailand within 24 hours.
This came as Thai military aircraft today evacu-
ated hundreds of Thais from the Cambodian
capital after a night of riots in which the Thai
Embassy and a number of Thai-owned busi-
nesses were torched. There are reports of one
death and several injuries in the unrest,
sparked by alleged anti-Cambodian remarks
made by a Thai TV actress.

Thai authorities say more than 500 na-
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tionals were airlifted out of Cambodia this
morning and other flights are planned. De-
spite expressions of regret today from the
Cambodian government, the sudden and
unexpected violence has sparked a diplo-
matic storm between Bangkok and Phnom
Penh, with Thai Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra recalling his ambassador, and his
Cambodian counterpart, Hun Sen, saying
relations had dropped to a level of concern.
Hun Sen blamed the unrest on a small group
of extremists, but didn’t identify the group
or what it hoped to gain by stirring up trouble
between the two South East Asian
neighbors. A day of fairly peaceful anti-Thai
protests outside the Thai Embassy turned
violent as night fell. The building was looted
and set on fire. Fearful of being attacked
themselves, police and emergency services
did little to intervene. The Thai ambassador
described his escape as the Embassy came
under attack:

Thai Ambassador to Cambodia: Yes,
because the mob came in so fast, I myself
had to climb the fence behind the embassy
compound. We were lucky that some Thais
brought people to pick U.S. up to a hotel.

Other Thai interests in the capital were
also destroyed, including the Royal Phnom
Penh Hotel, where one man died and seven
others were injured. Latest reports say the
dead man was a looter shot dead by police.
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Among the other businesses that were
looted was this mobile phone operator, set
up by the company formerly owned by
Thailand's Prime Minister. Thailand has sus-
pended almost all contact with its neighbour,
demanding an explanation and compensa-
tion for damage. Bangkok has also threat-
ened to send in troops if Cambodian authori-
ties fail to restore order.

The protest was against a Thai TV
actress, who was quoted in local media of
saying Cambodia had stolen the famous
Angkor Wat temple complex from Thailand.
She has denied the reports. In Bangkok
today, scores of people gathered outside the
Cambodian Embassy venting their anger at
overnight events. The ancient temple com-
plex is a symbol of Cambodian national iden-
tity and appears on the country’s flag.
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Bahy Milk Formula Manufacturers
Violate Marketing Gode
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Medical researchers have accused the
manufacturers of baby milk formula of violat-
ing an international marketing code by giving
free samples and gifts to health workers to
promote their products in poor African
countries. In a report published in the British
Medical Journal, researchers in Africa accused
companies of having ignored the code in coun-
tries such as Togo and Burkina Faso.

The researchers found that the code had
been violated by 40 products, many made by
national and international manufacturers like
Danone and Nestle. Some companies didn’t
include a statement about the health benefits
of breast-feeding or instructions for the ap-
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propriate preparation or storage of formula
milk, or a warning against the health hazards
of inappropriate use. And there were no in-
structions to help mothers make up the milk.
And the office of the new report say that manu-
facturers have an obligation to comply with
the standards of the code. But they found that
90% of health providers have never heard of
the code and almost two third of mothers have

never received any advice on breast-feeding.
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