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PREFACE

The Association marks its first centennial this year. A centennial, which had thirty-six thousand
five hundred twenty-five days, is but a short span in the history of humanity or even a country.
However, if viewed as the period of existence of a Chinese civic organization, which rendered time and
efforts as well as financial resources during this period, it will not be unfit to say that it is an event to
be proud of.

Cognizance of the significance of the centennial celebration of the Association, the Board of
Directors created a Committes On Preparations, to which I was designated Chairman. The Committee,
in charge of preparing the Souvenir Program of the centennary celebration, laid out the content of the
said Souvenir Program: 1. History of the Association, as well as of its subsidiary institutions such as
the Chinese General Hospital & Medical Center, the School of Nursing, the Chinese Cemetery, and the
Home for the Aged; 2. List of all the directors who served this Association; 3. Annual Reports by the
Chairmen of the Boards; 4. Observance of Ching Ming Day in lieu of All Saints’ Day by the Chinese
community. It should be noted that this reform was instituted by past chairman of the Board,
Mr. Johnny Ching, who saw the wisdom of observing Ching Ming Day - Chinese equivalent of All
Saints’ Day, to pave the way for better wraffic order and public convenience. Worthy to be noted,
this reform is highly successful; 5. Chronological Events, which recorded the major activities and
operations of the Association and its subsidiary institutions; 6. Charitable Operations of the
Provincial Areas; 7. Markers and Couplets of the Various Buildings of the Associations; 8. Lists of
Donors who contributed in order to help construct the new building of the Chinese General Hospital
and of the Chinese Pavilion of the National Mental Hospital; 9. Exclusive Section On the Centennial
Celebration of the Association. The above are all Chinese in content. With regard to the English
Section, it has two main parts: the History of the Association and of its éubsidiary institutions, and
“A Nation On the March”, an account of the achievements of this country under the New Society.

This Centennial Souvenir Program is substantially an account of the activities and operations of
the Association as well as of the institutions owned and operated by it. Since a centennial is not a
brief span, the Editorial Staff finds it somewhat burdensome to scan and screen all the available
materials, so that we hope that if ever there is any drawback in the Program, we would like to welcome

the corrections from our readers.
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