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BRIEF HISTORY OF CHEN CHUAN Chen Chuan | a professional painter in Shandong Art Gallery. is a national
first-class painting master. member of Chinese Artists Association. member
of Chinese Print Artists Association, council member of Chinese Exlibris
Rescarch Association.

1943  Born in Chongging and his native home is Ningbo, Zhejiang Prov,
China.

1965  Graduated from Hubei Arts College.

1984—1991 Acted as depruy director of Shandong Art Gallery.

1987 “Confucian Mansion™ took part in “China plastic Art Exhibition” in
Toronto, Canada.

1988 “The First Moon™ awarded first prize in “Shandong Graphic
Competition” .

1991  “Sunbathing” (drafty and “Drizele” (draft) took part in “China
Contempuorary Print Works Exhibition” in Japan.

1992 “Windows™ (series) awarded excellent prize(first prize) in “The 4th
National Exlibris Exhibition” . "Noon" (draft) took partin “The
11th National Print Works Exhibition” .

1993 “Sunbathing” . “Noon” and “Spring Feelings”™ were nominated
for prizes in  “The First International Graphic Biennale Maastnict.
Holland and 1 was listed as one of the nominated artists; “Spring
Feeling” took partin “China Print Works Competition” .

1994  “Sunbathing” participated in “The 8th National Fine Arts Exhibition™;
“Mountain Child” | took part in  “The 12th National Print Works
Exhibition™ and it was collected by Shenzhen Art Gallery.

1995  Held an individual exhibition in Shandong Art Gallery; “Melody in
the Moming” and “Sunbathing” took partin “International Just &
Piece Art Exhibition” in Changchun;Wrote and gave a 8-series lecture
about “Print Works Appreciating and Making” , which was
broadeasted by Shandong and Hubei TV Stations. And it was won a
third prize in the competition of “The fith National Excellent TV
Educational Programs” .

1996 “Spring Warms Yi River” was awarded a bronze prize in “The 13th
National Print Works Exhibition” and it was stored up by Jangsu
provincial Art Gallery and Shandong Arnt Gallery: “Sister, Brother”
was awarded a prize at “The 11th Joint Exhibition of Chinese and
American Artists”  in Philadelphia, America;Held an individual
exhibition at Chiba Art Gallery, Japan.

1997 “Drizzle” participated in  “National Contemporary Print Works
Exhibition Of China Art Competition”;"Rhyme of Auwtumn” and other
3 picees ook part in “the 14th International Triennale Of Onginal
Graphic Prints” in Grenchen, Switzerland: “Drizzle” was collected
by Grenchen Museum of Switzerland:*Spring Warms Yi River” was
awarded first prize in “Shandong Arts and Handwriting Works

. (it SN SRS 1 TG 0o Exhibition” : “Drizzle” was awarded first prize in  “The 5th
Cabmsacrvinips el Lasvrniigy From Benl Tode 1 . R . . o n
Vitergt Moutainons Areas 1 1000 Shandong Print Works Exhibition”™ .

1998 “Glorious Days™ took part in “The 14th National Print Works
Exhibition™ and was collected by Shenzhou Print Museum: And it
was awarded " A Prize of Honour for Shandong Fine Arts Creation
during 1994 - 1998 period” |

Works Published: “People’s Daily” . “People’s Daily ™ (Overseas edition).

“Art Monthly ™, “Chinese Printmaking” . “World of Printmaking” . “Ants

& Design™ . "Women of China” (English edition).  “Chinese Literarure”

{French edition), "China Contemporary Fine Arts Collections. Print Works

27 “China Contemporary Fine Arts Collections. Mural Paintings™ . “China

Artistic Exhibition Works. Print Works” . “Contemporary Selected Prints

of The World” , “The Art of Chinese Watercolor Printing Album™ .

“Selected Works of China Exlibris”, " Album of the 1st International Graphic |

Bi le”, M icht, Holland, “Album of the 14th International Triennale

of Original Graphic Prints” ,Grenchen, Switzerland.
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People working on woodcuts, expectatly coloured wondeuts become
less i these recent sears

Chen Chuan. the woodeatter, is one o the few who bas been working
[ s,

Chen and Dwere collegeniates 30 vears oo, He Teamed wooodeuts and

on them simee

Fledrned enl paintings then. We were close Tnends for seeking simple
aned honest bath i aes and Bites M Chen Tran-ran was his weacher,
who Lz ht them wondeuts. From s belos ed teacher, Chen chuan

ot only learned woondeuts shills and principles of art creation, but

athy by his teacher's looest character. Chien

was b imtluenved &
Chuan belongs w the hind of people who s cruzy dor art, gentle and
Franl-looking i appearance. but full ol passions in his ineer heart,
He's heen heeping on what he thoug i wes right Tor 307 caes and this
I5 a0 main reason o him never ceased working on colored wooodeuts.
cverr o waver 1 the Jeast.

Asaprofessional atist. Chen Chuan’s miluence is becoming more
and more popular and Tofen see his works published in magazines
during these veurs: From his works it = not diflicult tor s e see his

deep essential lechnigues: deep Tove af the wets essenee Trom ancient

and modern, Chinese and foreians strictiess and pursuit ol the aesthetic

cuble trunk artistic

judgment both of art and  <pinne unchang
imdiv idualiey through hardening experience of Tile and constant
practives ol the combination of artistie expression with his charcters.,
This long time consideration and persut have formed an inirinsic
guality showly revealing from hes works and seeping into the hearts of
CICWERs . ATICT I s practice sl Compaurativencess for nans years,
Feel that Ovientab art secs [eisurely but of profoand signilicance
comparing with Western o fwhich have directly senses and pressing
poswerss This qualiny is well reflected Trom Chen Choan™s works, His
works really comves the happiness and larmeny of wi he has been
persuing all his e wothout makme swoadely Known, And soow e can see
entire combination of the wrtsts childlihe et with Bis mature artistic
concepton from these works,

Chen Chuan's native pluce is Zheirang wnd he was assigned 1o

childbood memories sowater regrons of Jiamgnan and has his thoughis

Shundeng to his iking alter graduation from Hebel Arts Coll

an Yoenz Mountains alier s grown-up. Phese two periods ot lite
oceups almost all s works Troan thies selected album,

Suuth and North, msountzen and warer, it should have geeat difference
originatly. yet it seems entirely harmony and conedination i Chen's
wirks. His waorks expresses memories, recounts the “rarad feclings”
ol remote past, and records the pocms ol meniory, And these poeins
don’Lattach importanee o easons. but o mareadions., with enotions in
hem and giving out sounds Every picee ol his warks is full of real
sentiments and poctic Thivours and this is the estinmable gualitios of
Chen's works, Phis has become husic qualing of his woodeuts shills
and we can Feed beannful harmony Trom bis works of two dillerent
stvles and themes Whether he expresses deep love Tor lile and
carthr golden autunmn harvest ol Yimena Mountains theme) or lodees

atrural feelings of water regions in dreamlike Jiangnantstone bridges,

water Lines and setting sun theme kowe all can bear the wtist’s heuart-
heating and emotions knocking. Reading Chen Chuan™s works, T ieel
the Bite ol thirly sears ago coming back toomy mind and secing the
steady Footmarks walking by my old friend whoois all sincere bath in
lte and ures.

Deseriptions ol the water regions in Jiangnan is like children's talk
ihvmes and Yimeng Mountains is like children’s songs in Chen Chuan's
sworks, Intbe weak rurad feelings and childlike mnocence world. inthe
oncerall materiabized current. Chen sull sings these honese and ancient
somgs, s letus feel and respond to then with sinceriy,

1 like Chen Chuan's works also because they reveal special Chinese
Charm and Dhank this as another basie quality of bis works. Chen

Chuan pursued 1t on his own mitiatie 20 vears ago when be was in
college, He loves ontstanding cultural tradivion deepls tor 30vears <o

hisomn He's been tihing !

ek s that he Toems asty e ndscapes
from Song and Yuan Dynasties. ilustrations of books. nais e Tolk paper-
cuts leather-sithouetie show s and sharp contrast wood cngraeing

Sprmg Festival pictures. He lus absorbed the artictic guiniessence

gt thus forming

und sy les ol Chinese peaple. blending theminay
his own woodeuts sty e,
Chen Chuan's artistic deselopments and skilled woodeuts echnigues
lave received proper recognitions. His works are alwin s exhibized or
won prizes both at home and atwoad, In 1949303 preces of lis works
were nominated tor prizes at “Le Internativoal Gralick Bicnnale
Maastricht Holland ™ In 1996 and 1997, he Tl severad preces of
works esibited orwon prizes at national woodeuts and imernational
arts exhibimons Chen Chuin.the woodeuts artist's genuine work will
he concerned and wlfirmed by many and many people witlh cach passing
day.

Written m Beijing i 1994,
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Muddy Baby and Lambs 1990
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