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Summary

Forum on China-Africa Cooperation -Women's Forum 2009

In the spirit of the declaration adopted at the Beijing Summit of the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation of enhancing friendship among Chinese-African women, promoting cooperation to
achieve gender equality and women’s development, and strengthening exchanges in culture, science
and technology, education, sports, environmental protection, tourism and women’s affairs, the All-
China Women's Federation (ACWF) and the Egyptian National Council for Women held the Forum
on China-Africa Cooperation—Women’s Forum 2009 on October 13-14 in Cairo, Egypt. The theme
of this first-ever women’s forum was “Chinese and African Women Working Together to Address
Challenges and Seek Common Development.”

Member countries of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation sent top level representatives to
attend the women’s forum, in recognition of the significance of this unprecedented event in the
history of Chinese-African women’s exchanges. Vice-Chairperson of the Standing Committee of
the National People's Congress and President of the All-China Women's Federation (ACWF) Chen
Zhili headed the Chinese women’s delegation to the event. Chen Zhili met at the forum Mrs Suzanne
Mubarak, First Lady of Egypt and President of the Egyptian National Council for Women; Ahmed
Fathi Sorour, President of the Egyptian People's Assembly; Ida Odinga, wife of Kenyan Prime
Minister Raila Odinga; and Raja Hassan Khalifa, Secretary-General of the Sudanese Women General
Union.

Chen Zhili and Ida Odinga gave speeches at the October 13 opening ceremony, and Farkhonda
Hassan, Member of Egyptian Parliament and Secretary-General of the Egyptian National Council
for Women, read out Mrs Suzanne Mubarak’s written address. Ida Odinga, wife of Kenyan Prime
Minister Raila Odinga, addressed the opening ceremony. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, President of Liberia,
sent a letter of congratulations to the forum, and government ministers from nine countries gave
speeches after the opening ceremony.

Forum participants discussed three topics on the afternoon of October 13 and the morning of
October 14. They were: women's role in promoting Sino-African political and social dialogues;
cooperation in response to the current global economic crisis; and women'’s issues in the Millennium
Development Goals. The Declaration of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation — Women's Forum
2009 was passed on October 14 and submitted to the Fourth Ministerial Conference of the Forum
on China-Africa Cooperation, held in the Egyptian Red Sea resort of Sharm el-Sheikh. The Chinese
delegation also held a luncheon to update guests on preparations for the 2010 World Expo.

Forum on China-Africa Cooperation—Women’s Forum 2009 is indeed a brand new platform
for communication among women of China and Africa. The forum will promote exchanges and
cooperation between women of China and Africa, making new contributions to the development of
the relations between China and African countries and the welfare of their peoples.
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Vice-Chairperson of the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress and President of the All-China Women's Federation
Chen Zhili meets with Mrs Suzanne Mubarak, First Lady of Egypt and President of the Egyptian National Council for Women
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Mrs Suzanne Mubarak, First Lady of Egypt and President of the Egyptian National Council for Women in a meeting with Vice-Chairperson of the Standing
Committee of the National People's Congress and President of the All-China Women's Federation Chen Zhili and principal members of the Chinese delegation
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Chen Zhili meets Ahmed Fathi Sorour, President of the Egyptian People's Assembly
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Chen Zhili meets with Ida Odinga, spouse of
Kenyan Prime Minister Raila Odinga
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Chen Zhili meets with Raja Hassan
Khalifa, Secretary-General of the
Sudanese Women General Union
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The Forum on China-Africa Cooperation - Women's Forum 2009 opens in Cairo, capital of Egypt
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Speakers (left to right) at the Women's Forum opening ceremony: Ida Odinga, spouse of Kenyan Prime Minister Raila
Odinga; Chen Zhili, Vice-Chairperson of the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress and President of the
All-China Women's Federation; Farkhonda Hassan, Secretary General of the Egyptian National Council for Women; and
Annett M. Kiawu, Deputy Minister of Gender and Development of Liberia
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Representatives from various countries
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Chen Zhili

Vice-Chairperson of the Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress and President of the All-China
Women’s Federation
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