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Xiamen Gezi Opera Troupe
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Xia Men, the Special Economic Zone, is a mong the ten cities whose economic
strength are at the front rank of China and among the eight Chinese famousest cities
which are best at hygiene and environmental protection. Xia Men has its excellent
performance teams such as Song and Dance Theater, Little Egret Folk Dance Troupe,
Jinliansheng Gaojia Opera Troupe, Southern Music Philharmonic Society and etc.
They go abroad to do cultural exchange so that they link Xia Men with the world.
Through their splendid performance, the people of the world will understand Xia Men
and then understand China. In 21st centuty, Xia Men’ s goal is to be a city of art. Our
goal must be attained. Our goal can unquestionably be attained. Let" s sing and
dance and bless the friendship between the people of Xia Men and the world
everlasting and unchanging.
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Xiamen Gezi Opera Troupe
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Xiamen Gezi Opera Troupe, a combination of Qun Sheng Opera Troupe and Fu Jinchun Opera Troupe
which built up reputations in South Fujian and Southeast Asian countries, was set up in 1959.

The troupe consisted of the older generation artists such as Ye Guilian, Chen Jinmu, Yian Zihe, Lin Jingquan,

Luo Shifang who came from Fu)lan ny and younger students who were graduated from Xiamen Opera

and Dance Academy. Since 1 A erformed traditional theatrical pieces and modern ones loved by the

‘people. Round about 2000, mited many talented persons from South-Fujian and excellent graduated

it raised its artistic level greatly. Now it has more than thirty persons

and win gold prizes and silver prizes in the performing art

e excellend traditional plays for many years and enlarged its performing
They invited many opera artists to instruct their literary and artistic
people. They wrote and directed the famous play The Happiness
mﬁdmlerge-scele historical play Jue Drum and Han Xiao and bring
ned the large-scale play of fairy tale, Egret Goddess and w

4 Year's Eve entertainment held by CCTV.
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Gezi Opera, an opera of South
Fujian dialect, was born in Taiwan
province. So in the early days, it was
called Taiwan opera. Gezi opera has
absorbed the characteristic of operas
spreaded in South Fujian such as cart
and drum opera, tea-pickers's opera,
Gao Jia opera, Bei Jing opera and
Fujian opera, to enrich its forms of art.
In the Xiangjian river valley of Zhang
Zhou it is called improved opera,
xiangju opera and junior opera. And in
Singapore it is called Fujian opera.

Gezi opera is characterized by more
singing than speaking, with oral
language features. Its major melody
forms include Seven Character Tune
and Crying Tune which are of rich
native flavors. Mixed Tune is a
distinctive melody form closer to
recitation. And Mixed Read Tune is its
major melody, too. Its major musical
instruments are 2 Strings Coconut
Shell Upright Violin, 2 Strings Upright
Small Cello,Taiwan Bamboo Flute,
Kind of Zither, Kind of Mandolin, Duck
Bamboo Flute. Its instruments of
percussion are the same as Beijing
opera. Since it emerged from Taiwan
Yilan area for not more than one
hundred years, Gezi opera has won
great popularity and high praise in
South Fujian, Taiwan, Hong Kong and
Southeast Asian countries. |

Now, Gezi opera, the art flower that
people on both sides of the Taiwan
Strait breed with heart is inherited,
studied, protected by the actors and
scholars and is forging ahead rapidly.
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In March 1985, the Xiamen Gezi Opera Troupe gave performance in Hong
Kong.

From 1985 to 2001, Xiamen Gezi Opera Troupe visited Singapore five times. It
Striked up a friendship between the people of the two countries.

In 1990, the Gezi artists attended The Symposium of the Local Opera of South
Fujian and Taiwan and gave performance at the same stage to exchange
experience.

On August 30th 2001, the artists of Xiamen Gezi Opera Troupe attended The
Symposium of the Development of Gezi Opera on the Both Sides of the Taiwan
Strait.

On September 2nd, they performed the highlights from traditional operas in
Taiwan.

On September 15th, the troupe performed the fairy tale play Egret Goddess in
Xiamen.
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In January 2002,
entertainment.

the troupe took part in the programme produced by CCTV for New Year's Eve
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In November 2001, the troupe joined the 7th opera festival of China to perform Egret Goddess
and won eight prizes including Chao Yu opera prize and excel lent performance prize.
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