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1. Port

[1] porter [2] import
[3] portable [4] important
[5] sport [6] report

The root port is a form of the Latin word
meaning ‘“to carry.”

[1] The first word, porter.
contains a suffix ( # B #& j
-er, that means a person
that does something. So
it’s easy to see why a port- Y
er is a person who carries =503 W
things at an airport or sta- L ol o3

nmt%x.<ﬁmm>ﬂ@¥3‘

®The porter will carry vour Inggage for you.
(AEFEBRBETSE)
e All the porters are on strike.
(AL FHRERT )
oThe traveler was complaining that he could
never find a porter when he needed one.
(BREBBEMRTEALARBFFIT—EHLKRR
£ )




[2] Import has a .prefix
C %= & lthat should be fa- :
miliar. The im- prefix "o )
means “in” or “into.” So
if we combine im- with _
port, the verb we get =
means ‘“to carry something
in,” especially “to carry or —

bring something into another country”
(REDEREER . £RI#5%KA J. This
word can also be used as a noun, which means -
“something which is imported.” Be careful to
pronounce the two forms correctly, though.
The verb is stressed on the second syllable, but
the noun is stressed on the first syllable,

@ Japan must import a lot of wheat.
(BRWEEEOKENE)
oThis store sells some interesting imports.

(BEREEEE LA BNEDR )

[8] Portable contains the
root port, of course, and
the suffix -able. This very
common suffix also comes
from Latin, and it means
“able to be VERB+ed” or
“something can be done
to it.” The word portable,
then, means something is able to be carried
C9#Ery ) It’s light enough and small

.




enough that someone can éarry it easily.

o Mary bought a new portable tape recorder.

(BEET—SHBETHEFTOETH)

o A thief stole my portable TV!
(MR EBETERORESHE )

[4] Important is related
to another word in our list,
import, A long time ago,
another meaning was add-
ed to import— “heavy” or /(R
“weighty” ( FE& K ( 2SS
FEM) )JSo we say that =
“weighty” events or ac-

tions, those that cause or “bring in” other
events, are important( & E #J)The -ant suffix
also comes from Latin, and it is very much
like the -ing ending in English—it makes a
verb into an adjectjve.

oThe new law will be very important.
(EEFNEEERETHER)

o] hope I haven’'t forgotten anything impor-

tant.

(EALRBEEEHBEEE HH )

[5] The word sport is a little trickier. It’s easy
to see port in it, but where did that first “s”
come from? Actually, a long time ago this word

-6-



had a longer form, disport. This form used the
prefix dis-, which meant “away from” or “out
of.” The verb to disport is still used to mean
“to amuse” or “to enjoy” [ {E#% , ¥ % )
but it isn’t very common, It got this meaning
because sports and games ‘“carry us away”
from work and worries and let us enjoy our-
selves for a while. When the word was said
many times over the years, it gradually lost its
first syllable and was shortened to sport. Now
this word is most often used as a noun, mean-
ing “a kind of game”( E &5 & )

®] enjoy all kinds of sports.
(REBENES )
® My brother’s favorite sport is baseball.

(PR ERNEHEEK)

[6] Report contains port,
‘“carry,” and the prefix re-,

meaning “going back.” So, o)
in the old days, when peo-
ple traveled far away and Tae = (e,

saw lots of interesting
things, the information
that they carried back
home with them was called a report [#:5&].
Now the word can be used in other situations,
too, and not just when someone is returning
from a trip. Report can also be used as a verb
meaning “to make a report” [ & , 8

-



e The student has to write a report for a class.

(BEFHBXEHEERE )

@ Did the witness report the accident?

(BEREEREBHBHEEN Hig 2 )



2. Letter, liter

[1] literature [2] letter
[3] literal [4] obliterate
[5] literate [6] letterhead

The root letter or liter- comes from the Latin
word that means ‘“something that is written.”
But don’t be confused by this root. It’s not re-
lated to the word liter ({ AT ( R Efr )
even though it looks the same.

[1] Literature originally
meant “learning, knowi-
edge’( B , BB ) “gram-
mar” [X#] or “writing”
[3%#®]. The -ure ending
shows that this is a noun
form—just like culture[=C z
{t). picture ( J& ) or na- 7
ture [BE#8]. Now, however, the meaning of lit-
erature is a little different. It means “books,
plays, poems and other things that are writ-
ten”(3{ &, X %  and especially those that are
written by famous and skillful writers.

eDid you major in French literature in col-
lege?

e



(FEXBRARTIBEETS? )
®You can learn a lot from reading great
literature.

(BEREBEBROXBIES ,THIER )

[2] Letter contains only
the basic root that means
“writing,” and this word
has several different mean-
ings. A letter can be just
one symbol in an alpha-
bet [XF] or a written
message sent fo someone _
through, the mail (&/g) It can be found in
many combinations and idioms, such as to the
letter, which means ‘“perfectly, with not even

one letter wrong” ( M X% , BEH )

e How many letters are there in your name?

(FHBHBELESEFR? )

® Please follow the instructions to the letter.
(FBRIER)

[3] Literal comes from an adjective form of
the same Latin root. But it has a more specific
meaning than you might think. Literal means
“following the ordinary, usual meanings of
words” or “using the main meaning of words”
(8 FW.JEZAM) It is just the opposite

=10=



of figurative, which means [H{%#) So, for
example, the literal meaning of the phrase “to
kick the bucket” is ( B37Xf& J =~  while its
figurative or idiomatic meaning is ( %t J

o Please give a literal translation of this sent-
ence.

(FRFE LN ERBEZEED )
eWhy do you always take everything [ say
literally?

(RAERFBEERANESHE? )

[4] Obliterate contains the
root -liter-, the prefix ob-,
and the suffix ate-. Ob-
means “against’” or. “in op-
position to” (X #43) The
suffix -ate means that this
word is a verb. Originally
this word meant only “to
take away something that is written,” but now
it means ‘“to wipe out,” “to erase” or ‘“to de-

stroy” ( 8% , 51§ ]

®The rain obliterated the footprints in the
sand.

(RKkHETYW EHRE)

A N\

o THe city was obliterated by bombing.
(BEBRTHEBSREE T —HER )

-]1]l-



[6] Literate is another ad-
jective form of the root
liter-. Although the -ate
suffix here looks just like
the suffix we saw in oblit-
erate, it has a different
function and pronuncia-

tion. When the suffix is
pronounced [eit], as in obliterate, it means

that the word is a verb. When it is pronounced
[st? as in literate, it means that the word is
an adjective. The word literate has a special
meaning that has to do with writing-—it means
“able to read and write” ([ BEREEEM , B Z
MRy

®Very young children are not usually liter-
ate,

(KIHOBEF, BEBREH H)
eNo literate person would make such a silly
mistake,

(AE—MESHEOA, @ L TUkBEN
gEZE 2 )

[6] Letterhead contains
the word letter and anoth-
er English root, head. I'm
sure you know the usual
meaning of the word head
[58]. But here it means
“the top part of something”
or “the beginning’( ~#J L

-]12=-




~WJBASE J. A letterhead is the printing at
the top of sheets of letter paper used by com-
panies or other organizations (' EH K
FELETFORMNAT L8 % , &E
E It usually includes the name, address
and company symbol.

®The company is planning to design a new let-

terheod. o
(ERAFTNEERRHESE LHHARIX

) )

e Please type this letter on letterhead paper.

(FERNELTLHINERITF)

=13~



3. Wit, wis

[1] witness [2] witty
: [3] wise [4] unwittingly
: [5] wizard [6] twit

This Old English root means “to know” ([ I
& JIn fact, a modern English noun wit (¥
#11 has the same basic form as its Old Eng-
lish ancestor.

[1] Witness has the same
suffix as many other words, " XF
such as happiness [ZEfR] Q
and quietness [ 8 ) vl N oo0)
This suffix makes the root ((

into a noun that names a (® 6
certain state or condition.
Originally witness simply
meant “knowledge” [&i%]. Gradually the mean-
ing became more concrete, so that now the
noun witness means ‘“a person who has knowl-
edge of an event because he saw it happen”
[B¥#]. As a verb, to witness mean “to see
something happen” ([ ¥ )

@ Were there any witnesses to the robbery?

(BERNEHFEREERE? )
=14~



eThe police questioned everyone there who
witnessed the accident.

(EERANLES—HEREAEERENBAN)

[2] Wittty is simply an
adjective form of the root
wit. Long ago witty meant

intelligent” or “having lots%
of knowledge”( 1§ %# J{
However, now it is used
to mean “clever in a hu- )
morous way”’ or “able to
say amusing and original things { E N B E 1

e Kathy is a very witty person, isn’t she?
(ERFEEEBBOIA, REB 2 )

e Everybody enjoyed Bob’s witty stories.
(KRB RERBEBROMESE)

[83] Wise has changed in
meaning less than any of
the other words in our list.
It still means “having lots
of knowledge,” but it also &
implies that a person has
the good judgment to use
his «knowledge well( &£

#1 , BEAMy ) If someone is very a person has
that he has a lot of wisdom [&ni%].

-15-



