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GULLIVER’'S TRAVELS

Part 1
A WOYAGE TO LILLIPUT

- CHAPTER |

" THE Sauthor 1VES SOME ‘account OF EIMSELF AND Sfamily s
HIS FIRST Sinducements to "travel. wug 15 8shipwrecked,
AND swims For HIS Yife; Sets safe ashore v THE
COUNTRY OF LILLIPUT; IS MADE A 2prisoncr anp Brarried
UP THE COUNTRY.

My father had a small Mesiqte in SNottinghamshire s 1
was the !8hird of five sons. He sent me to Y Emmanuel
College in 8CambridSe at fourteen years old, where I
Yresided three years, and Wapplied mys:1f *close to my Rstudies;
hut the 2charge of maintaining me, *although 1 had a very
Bscanty “Callowance, being too great for s *narrow fortune I
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8 i A VOYAGE TO LILLIPUT

Ywas bound apprentice to Mr, James Bates, an eminent
3surgeon in London, with whom I fcontinued four years ;
and my father Sa0w and then Ssending me small 7sums of
money, 1 8/aid them out in learning 9navigation, and other
parts of the '"mathematics mseful to thoge who Yintend to
travel, as I always 2pelicved it wonld be, 8some iime cr ather,
my Y“fortnne to do. When I left Mr. Bates, I Swent down to
my father ; where %5y the assistance of him, and my unde
John and some other Vrelations, 1 got forty ¥pounds, and a
®promise of thirty pounds a year, to *maintain me at Leyden,
There I stuadied physic two years and seven months, knowing
it would be useful in long voyages.

Soon after my return from Leyden, I was 22recommended
by my good master, Mr. Bates, to be ®sur€eon to the
“2Swallow, ” Captain Abraham Pannell, *commander: with
whomy I econtinued three years and a half, making a voyage
or two into the Levant, .and some other parts. When I
came back I *resolved to *settle in London, to which Mr,
Bates, my wmaster, ®8encouraged me, and by him I was recom-
mended to several Mpatients. T took part of a small house
in the Old Jewry ; and, being advised 3% ajter my ¥condition,
I married Mrs. Mary Burton, second daughter to Mr.
"Edmund Burton, hosier in Newgate Street, with whom
I received four hundred pounds for a Fportion,

But my good master, Bates, dying in two years after,
and I baving few friends, my business began to 33fai.; for
my ¥conscience would not Bsuffer me to %8imitate the bad
Ypractice of oo many among my 38brethres: Having, there-
fore *consulted with my wife, and some of my 4°'acquaintance
I 9'determined to go again to sea. I was surgeon successively

in two ships, and made several voyages, for six years,
' i
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b A VOYAGE TO LILLIPUT

to the Fast and West Indies, by which I got some 'addition
20 my foriune. My house of 3leisure 1 ispent in reading
the best BSawuthors, ancient and modern, being always
8provided with a good number of books; and, when I
was ashore, in 7observing the manners and 8disPesitions
of the people, as well as learning their %anguage, wherein
I had a great %facility, by the 'strength of my 2memory.

The last of these voyages not '3proving very “fortund®e,
I Bgrew weary of the sea, and 8intended to stay at home with
my wife and family. 1 '"removed from the Old Jewry to
Fetter Lane, and '8from thence to Wapping hoping,.to get
business among the sailors; but it "Ywould not turn to account,
After three years’ *Yexpectation that things would mend, I
2lgecepted an  Radvantageous offer from Captain William
Prichard, master of the ‘‘Antelope,” who was making a
voyage to the South Sea. We 23set sail from Bristol, May 4,
1699 ; and our voyage at first was very Mprosperous.

It would not be proper, for some reasons, to trouble
the reader with the particulars of our adventures in those
seas. Let it *bsufice *®to inform him, that, in our *"passage
fromm thence to the Kast Indies, we were driven by a
Bpiolent storm, to the northwest of Van Diemen’s Land.
By an ?9%bservation, we found ourselves in the 3%atitude of
30 31de8rees and 2 ¥minutes south. Twelve of our 33crew were
dead by *immoderate labor and ill food ; the rest wereina

very weak condition. "

On the fifth of November, which was the 3%beginning
of %summer in those parts, the weather being very 37kazy,
the seamen 38spied a rock within half 3%a cabie’s length of
the ship; but the wind was so strong, that we were driven
Qdirectly mpon it, and $immediately *split. Six of the crew,
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7 - A VOYAGE TO LILLTPUT

of whom I was one, having let down the boat into the
sea, made a Ishift to get clear of the ship and the rock.
We Z*rowed, by my 3computation, about three leagues, till
we were able to work no longer, being already spent with
laber, while we were in the ship. We, therefore; 4trusted
ourselves to the BSmercy of the waves; and, in about half
an hour, the boat was ®overset by a sudden “Aurry from
the north. What became of my Scompanions in the boat,
as well as those who 9%scaped on the rock, or were left
in the %essel, I cannot tell, but “conciude they were all lost,

For my own part, I “swam as fortune directed me,
and was '|pushed forward by wind and tide. T often let
my legs drop, and eould feel no !8bottom ; but, when I was
almost gone, and able to !"struggle no longer, I found
myself within my '®depth; and, by this time, the storm was
much Pabated.

[3

The declivity was s0 small that T walked near a mile
before I got to the shore, which I %lcomjectured was about
eight o’clock in the evening. I then 22advanced Jorward
near half a mile, buticould not discover any sgign of
houses or 23inhabitants; at least, I was in s0 weak a
condition, that Tdid not observe them. I was Hoxtremely
®tired, and with that, and the heat of the weather, and
about half a pint of *)randy that I 2'drank as I left the ship,
I found myself much %inclined to sleep, 1 lay down on
the *&rass, which was very short and 30soft where I slept
Ssounder than ever I remembered to have done in my life,
and, a8 I 33reckoned, about nine hours; for when I
awaked, it was just daylight. 1 Battempted to rise, but
was not able 280 stir: for as I happened to lie on my back,
[ found my arms and legs were strongly %'fastened on each
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9 A VOYAGE TO LILLIPUT

side to the ground; and my 'hair, which was long and
thick, %ied down in the same manner. I %ikewise ifelt
several Sslender Sligatures across my body, from my Tarmpits
to my Sthighs. T eould only look upwards, the sun began
to grow hot, and the Jight offended my eyes.

I heard a %confused noise about me; but, in the 9posture
I lay, could sece nothing except the Hgky., In a little time
I felt something alive moving on my left leg, which,
advancing '2gently forward over my B8)reast, came almost
up to my !chin; when 'Sbending my eyes downward, as
much as T could, I '8perceived it to be a Yhuman creature,
not six '8inches high, with a bow and Yzrrow in his hands,
and a *gquiver at his back. In the meantime I felf at least
forty more of the same kind (ag I feonjectured) following
the first.

I was in the Rutmost Bastonishment, and *4roared so
lond that they all ran back in a Bfright ; and some of
them, as I was afterwards told, were hurt with the 8falls
they got by 2"eaping from my sides poon the ground.
However, they soon returned, and one of them, who
ventured so far as to get a 2%full sight of my face, lifting up
his hands and eyes by way of Yadmiration, cried out in
& Slshrill, but %distinct voice—33Hekinah degull the others
¥repeated the same words several times, but I then knew not
what they meant.

I lay all this while, as the reader may 3Bbelieve, in great
Buncasiness.. At length, 37struggling to get %Joose, 1T had the
fortune to break the Wsirings, and Pwrench out the 1pegs, that
¥fastened my left arm to the ground ; for by lifing it up to
my faece, I 3Jiscovered the *methods they had taken ‘5f0 bind
me, and, at the same time, with a 4®pipjent 470u4{l, which gave

e
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