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The Chinese Women Workers in the Taiwanese Enterprises
in China: The Case of Xiamen

Kyung-Ah Lee and Hsin-Huang Michael Hsiao

Abstract

The studies so far on women workers in the third world have confined women
workers within the ahistorical analytical scheme, therefore they looked upon all women
workers of the third world as the homogenized one. They neglected the fact that the
socio-cultural conditions of each country could have influenced the status of women
workers in each specific context.

This paper analyzes the gendered labor control strategies peculiar to Taiwanese
enterprises (Taishang), and explores the experiences of women workers class situations
under the control of Taiwanese enterprises in Xiamen, Fujian.

Taiwanese enterprises brought the model of labor management in Taiwan to
Mainland China. They then modified some tactics due to the localization need and those
tactics were, in fact, also affected by the unique social and cultural institutions of the
contemporary Mainland China. Therefore, Taiwanese enterprises gradually have
developed the variant labor control measure which are different from the original ones in
Taiwan.

The paper also explores various career and class situation experiences of the Chinese
women workers in order to analyze the class relationships between the Taiwan business
and the Chinese women worker.

Key Words: Taiwanese enterprises (Taishang), women workers, gendered labor control,

socialism, patriarchy, labor management, gender discrimination
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