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Selected Works of Li Shan
of the Qing Dynasty

Li Shan whose courtesy name was Zongyang was born in
1686 A.D. in Xinghua Couaty, Jiangsu Province, He died
around 1757—1760 A,D, After having passed the examina-
tion for the Ju Ren degree, he served as a court painter
in 1714. In the third year of the Reign of Qian Long(1738),
he was appointed County Magistrate of Tengxian,
Shandong Province, Shortly afterwards, he got a
dismissal and returned to Yangzhou, He made a living
with his brush and spent the rest of his life there.

Li Shan learned to paint landscape in his early
years, As a court painter he began to paint flower-and
-bird under the guidance of Jiang Tingxi and Gao Qipei,
Moreover, he found that many painters of the Ming (1368
—1644) and Qing (1644—1911) dynasties, such as Chen
Chun, Xu Wei, Ba-da-shan-ren (Zhu Da) and Shi Tao
painted in the free style with splashed ink, He applied
their traits to his own works and formed gradually his
own manner of drawing, Characterized by vigorous brush-
work and freshness of style, Li Shan became one of the
great masters of the Yangzhou school of painters, He did
not allow himself to be restricted by conventions and rules,
His paintings were magnificently conceived, The present
selection contains 12 of his best works,
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