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Congratulatory Message
(Beijing, July 2006)

At this hot mid-summer season, Beijing embraces friends for the Sixth East Asian
Women’s Forum with great hospitality. On behalf of the All-China Women’s Federation,
I'd like to extend my warmest regards and welcome to all the participants of the Sixth East
Asian Women’s Forum from Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Japan, Mongolia,
Republic of Korea, and Hong Kong SAR, Macao SAR, Taiwan China and China Mainland.

Since the First East Asian Women’s Forum was held in 1994, it played an active role as
an excellent platform for information exchange and experiences sharing in ;he region. We
are proud that facing the opportunities and challenges of globalization, women in East
Asia are working actively for women’s development, gender equality, and a brighter fu-
ture of human society. Since the Fifth East Asian Women’s Forum in 2003, new achieve-
ments have been made, while there are new problems and challenges facing women during
the international and social changes. I believe, with the theme of “Gender Equality and
Sustainable Dev'elopment—Opportunities, Challenges and Actions of Women in East Asia

_in Globalization,” the Conference will act as an excellent platform in reflecting the voices
of women, promoting experience sharing and cooperation in the East Asian Region, and as
a new impetus to women'’s advancement and to contribute to the creation of a better future
for all based on gender equality.

I wish a full success of the Sixth East Asian Women's Forum, and prosperous develop-
ment of women’s cause in the region. Wish our friendship last forever.

Gu Xiulian

Vice-Chairperson of the Standing Committee of the
National People's Congress, PR.C.
President of the All-China Women's Federation
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The 6th East Asian Women’s Forum
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Gu Xiulian (sixth from left), Vice-Chairperson of the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress and President of the
ACWF; Huang Qingyi (fourth from left), Vice-Chairperson of the National Working Committee on Children and Women under the
State Council; and Zhao Shaohua (fourth from right), ACWF Vice-President and Member of the Secretariat, greet the participants at
the Sixth East Asian Women’s Forum. The representatives are from China, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Japan,
Mongolia, the Republic of Korea, the Hong Kong and Macao special administrative regions of China and Taiwan, China
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The 6th East Asian Women’s Forum
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Gu Xiulian toasts a guest
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Huang Qingyi toasts a guest
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SEAABZERRZRAK. TEHAKEFMBEREF
Gu Xiulian,Vice-Chairperson of the Standing Committee of National People’s Congress and
President of ACWF, speaks on the reception
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The Sixth East Asian Women’s Forum was held in Beijing from July 17-20,
2006. The theme of the forum was “Gender Equality and Sustainable Development
— Opportunities, Challenges and Actions of Women in East Asia in Globalization.”
About 300 participants came from China, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK), Japan, Mongolia; the Republic of Korea, Hong Kong and Macao special
administrative regions of China and Taiwan, China.

On the evening of July 18, All-China Women'’s Federation (ACWF), the forum’s
organizer, hosted a reception in the Great Hall of the People. Gu Xiulian, Vice-
Chairperson of the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress and Presi-
dent of ACWF, first greeted some representatives in Macao Hall and then extended
a warm welcome to all the guests and congratulated them on the opening of the
forum. L

“Since the First East Asian Women’s Forum was held in 1994, (the forum) has
played an active role as an excellent platform for exchanging information and shar-
ing experiences ... It’s encouraging to see that while embracing the opportunities
and facing the challenges brought by globalization, East Asian women are working
together for women’s development, gender equality, and a brighter future,” Gu said.

“I believe, through this forum, information and experiences will be shared, co-
operation will be enhanced, and the goal of gender equality will become closer to
reality.”
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SEAKEEF. BichBieXDE(R) EFBEHFS
Zhao Shaohua (middle), ACWF Vice-President and Member
of the Secretariat, hosts the reception
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Seeking Development together
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On the morning of July 18, the Sixth East Asian Women’s Forum opened at
the China People’s Palace Hotel in Beijing. During the Opening Ceremony, Huang
Qingyi, Vice-Chairperson of the National Working Committee on Children and
Women under the State Council, and Wachi Yasuko, a Japanese representative,
addressed the forum. The ceremony was hosted by Zhang Jing, Director of the
International Department of the ACWF.

In her speech, Huang summarized the work and achievements in women’s
advancement in East Asia since the establishment of the forum in 1994. She
said, “Women in East Asia promote gender equality and women’s rights to safe-
guard world peace. Women play an indispensable role in social development
and hold up ‘half the sky’.”

Zhao Shaohua, ACWF Vice-President and Member of the Secretariat, spoke
about Chinese women’s development in the fields of politics, economics,
education, healthcare and human rights. She also introduced ACWF’s recent
actions to help women increase their income and protect their legal rights.

During the forum’s first and second plenary sessions, representatives from
each country and region gave brilliant speeches describing in detail the efforts
of their women and women'’s organizations to promote gender equality and pro-

tect women’s rights.
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The Opening Ceremony of the Sixth East Asian Women’s Forum




EEhrAX  ETHZERSRTEABEARANBRTAZREFRR LB
Speech by Huang Qingyi, Vice-Chairperson of the National Working Committee on Children and Women under
the State Council, P.R.C, at the Opening Ceremony of the Sixth East Asian Women’s Forum
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Today, many friends have gathered together
in Beijing to participate in the Sixth Asian
Women's Forum. Coming from different coun-
tries and regions in East Asia, all are concerned

about women’s development. On behalf of the

National Working Committee on Children and
Women under the P.R.C.’s State Council and All-
China Women’s Federation, I'd like to greet the
forum and extend my warmest welcome to all
participants.

In order to strengthen the exchanges among
women and women'’s organizations in East Asia,
the First East Asian Women's Forum was held
successfully in Kanagawa, Japan, in 1994. In past
dozen years, the forum has become an important
platform for East Asian women to exchange in-
formation and experiences, discuss concerns,
boost development and promote friendship.

Since the Fourth World Conference on
Women in 1995, new progress has been made in
gender equality and women’s development
thanks to the efforts of governments and women's
organizations. At the same time, we still face se-
rious chalenges caused by both the traditional
view of male superiority and recent scientific and
technological advancements, global multi-polar-
ization and economic globalization. We need to
assemble our wisdom and strength to promote
gender equality in an innovative way.

China has a population of 1.3 billion and
women account for almost a half. Promoting gen-
der equality and women’s development is impor-
tant not only to China’s development, but also to
the progress of all human beings. The Chinese
Government greatly values the role of women in
economic and social development. It has made
gender equality a basic national policy, stressed
the harmonious development of women and mar-
ket economy, and created the conditions to sup-
port women’s development.

Over the past years, countries and regions in
East Asia have made great economical and so-
cial development. East Asian women have pro-
moted gender equality and women'’s rights to help
safeguard world peace. I hope that participants
will use this forum to communicate openly, learn
from each other, strengthen women’s friendship
and cooperation in East Asia and bring new vigor
to the development of women in this region and
worldwide.
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Speech by Wachi Yasuko, participant from Josai

International University, Japan, at the Opening
Ceremony of the East Asian Women’s Forum
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On behalf of Dr. Noriko Mizuta, chancellor
of Josai International University, the host orga-
nization of the 2009 East Asian Women'’s Forum,
I would like to thank, first of all, the Beijing
Hosting Committee and the All-China Women’s
Federation, the host organization of the Sixth East

Asian Women's Forum.

Ever since the First East Asian Women’s Fo-
rum was inaugurated in Enoshima, Kanagawa,
Japan, in 1994, each regional hosting committee
has taken on the responsibility of hosting forums
in the Republic of Korea, Mongolia, China’s
Taiwan, Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region, and now, it is our great joy to be here in
Beijing, China.

We have come a long way. Through the
Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing,
1995, to the 2000 UN Special Session of the
General Assembly in New York, and the Tenth
Anniversary Commemoration of the Fourth
World Conference on Women in Beijing, 2005,
we have seen numerous resolutions and agree-
ments regarding elimination of all forms of vio-
lence and discrimination against women, includ-
ing human trafficking; integrating gender views
concerning reconstruction efforts for disaster vic-
tims of tsunamis and earthquakes; and the par-
ticipation of women in all the decision-making
fields. Yet, despite the past sixty years of global
victories for gender quality, especially here in
East Asia, we still face growing problems in so
many areas. We need now, more than ever, to
overcome our cultural differences and unite to
solve the problems at hand.

We look forward to your enthusiastic partici-
pation and hope you take home the insights
gained in the next few days here in Beijing. Also,
we, at Josai International University, promise to
carry on the ideas and founding spirit from the
very first East Asian Women's Forum as we pre-
pare for the seventh forum in Japan in 2009.

We look forward to your continued partici-
pation and wish every one of you with prayers
for your good health and success in all your

endeavors.



