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Legends and Myths

g

g R

ACHILLES’ HEEL
BT B R HO R ER

' The one and only weakness, but a fatal one; the weak-
est point.
| ME— H’Jﬁtf‘ﬁﬁ {; BAHISES

D L S S g N T S e g T

The Greek poet Homer has given us many idiom phrases.
A famous one is “Achilles heel.” In Homer’s Iliad, Achilles was
a central figure and Greek hero in the Trojan War. When he was
an infant, Thetis, his mother, held him by the heel and dipped
him into the River Styx to make him immortal, deathless like a
god. Thetis held Achilles so tightly that his heel remained dry
and became the only vulnerable spot on his body. In the Trojan
War, none of the Trojan weapons was able to hurt Achilles. The
god Apollo, however, knew of Achilles’ weak spot and told Paris
about it. Paris then shot an arrow at Achilles’ vulnerable heel
and killed him.
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Knowing that Joe has a bad knee, the other players
took advantage of his Achilles’ heel by forcing him
to take jump shots.

XA RAETFHBRBANR, RENFIR BB
2z, BEMRE.

FRAFATLLRNETTRENE, AFELH PR
“PTERAG MR, ARG R KPR TR B, MERLE—
MNEEWAY, FIMEERBAREF RS TR, EMER
L2 BILE, AR T L FREAHE—HALR
R, HEEEHHR, EAEEAZRT —T. BREMERMN
MERBHEENE, BERA—RoRARE, TEMERRT
MEHMEL L TR 2ZGHBL. EREFREF, HFEF
AW ERBRT A PERG KRG F. AT, FHEE Wil
FERFEE R, HFEFTHER. FXR, WEHDEMERA
WHERET — X, ERIAT.

W
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APPLE OF DISCORD
AHmFER

The cause of a dispute, argument or rivalry
FIREHE; FMZR

This is another idiom from the Greek mythology. At the

marriage of Thetis and Peleus, all the gods and goddesses
were invited with the exception of Eris, or the goddess of Discord.
YEnraged at her exclusion, the goddess threw a golden apple
among the guests, with the inscription, “for the fairest.” Juno,

Venus, and Minerva all claimed the apple. Paris, the beautiful

X m

shepherd in Mount Ida, was appointed as referee. Each of the
three goddesses, in an attempt to bias his decision in her favor,
promised him power, glory and beautiful women. Paris gave
judgement in favor of Venus and gave her the golden apple. This
brought upon him the *vengeance of Juno and Minerva, who

are said to have caused the fall of Troy.

_4_
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The use of the new car was an apple of dlscord
between Joe and his wife.

ZHERAXRFERTHETEVMIRE,

W

BXE—REH R0 RE. AR R BATHE
A, BETHEHWR, RERLwE R RARBHEZ
Flo XM Aet B ORER—FAREK, BIEBE LW EED
T—1Me¥FR, LEAR “RERLEWH LMW BWFH. KiE.
NG T EERMAN B CAREXNEER BB EFRL
MEEF, BFEAWBHERH . Z6 L HH8H il 23570 5
B, WM RARERBRT . RBMEL, FEMELERTHDE
FMBE. RE, WEHBFTENN, L&IRATH. WE
AR TREDTEENRE, B3, REFHR LB
[

H B 1) enraged: 2. %M
2) bias: v. fHERE; Ew.- - PB4 mE
3) vengeance: n. {E

_5_
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BABE IN THE WOODS
HHEF

A person who is inexperienced or innocent in certain
things; a naive, trusting person
RZEWHA; XELHEOA; ZLLUTROA; St

€
/\\/\\/ \/\/\/\//'\/\\/\\ W\\/\\

This idiom comes from a 16th century English ballad The
Children in the Wood. The story tells how a rich master of
Wayland Hall, Norfolk, left his little son and daughter in the
care of his wife’s brother; both were to have money, but if the
children died first the uncle was to receive the inheritance.

Twelve months later, the greedy uncle hired two men to kill the

R
X

children so that he could inherit their money. One of the men
took pity on the children and left them in the woods rather than
kill them. They did not survive and a robin redbreast covered
them over with leaves. The wicked uncle got all the money.
But soon after that, his sons died, his barns were burned down,

his cattle died and he finally perished.

—6-
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They are just babes in the woods in business
matters, so we can't blame them too much for their
mistakes.

feNELT LERTLE, Bit, BNFEISHFEEM®
NEAEIR.

ENRFREZETAHLRESF GRFETY. FRE
BEABAZEEEIMAEA, AELALECH-RILLRS
ZHARB. AWM ETRERLARANET . BORFAATH
RIHMG BB, BEEBRLBET, —%5, AEH
BRAATRIRT, RATAANF®, BANFEARMET. K
PAFRTOAE, BAXEALT, WAL EAERK
BEEE, RMETRRETR, —~REESARTRET 4
MNPk AT HEXFHREATHARET. BELAUE,
ELTRT, ERERTKR, o EEMERE, fE
CEAET.

W

_7-



f BREENBIE

SRR gE s S nme RS R O R R R R R e Y

CROSS THE RUBICON
BESE

To take an irrevocable step; to cross the point of no
return; to commit one to a given course of action
RPEATSHENITH; BEAA; REITHE

Rubicon was a small stream that flowed into the Adriatic
and in Roman times marked the boundary between Cisalpine
Gaul and ancient Italy. Pompey, Julius Caesar’s political enemy,
feared that Caesar was getting too powerful and influential. He
conspired with the Senate to dismiss Caesar from his post and
forbade him to cross the Rubicon. In 49 B.C., after some

hesitation, Julius Caesar crossed the Rubicon to march against

il

Pompey in defiance of the Senate’s orders. It was reported that
he ordered his army to burn all the ships and exclaimed, “The
die is cast,” thus committing himself to conquer or to perish.
This act boosted the morale of his men enormously. And fi-
nally his troops crushed Pompey’s army and took over Rome.
Julius Caesar was given a "mandate by the people to rule as

dictator for life.
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Once the matter is taken up to the court, both the
employer and the employees have crossed the
Rubicon. ltis hard to predict how things are going
to turn out.

BE—BEXHFEEFE, BHFHENHERARIRMORY,
RERBEESFEHLER.

EEE LU, SR E TR AR ERETEEAT, &
RSB EARM R, ERLEAL - MR, AR
MR B E R, TR, B S AR B L
W%, 4 LB S LT, A8 —BHAHRRE, Y
BEATH 40%, BRTERMAS, EAEHL S LHT.
W, WEAERFAR, TAREIANRL, % “RTCEH
BET. WRHA— KBRS, REELERL AR &
 ARBTEEMER, FRTED. RAN - UHMERARR
L ORABABRE,

© Wi

i #B: 1) mandate: v. 3
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HALCYON DAYS
ZLRE

Days of tranquility or peace; calm season; quiet, a
happy period

HEREBOETF; FROFEY; LREEnnG

This term comes from the ancient Greek mythology, the
story of Haleyon and Ceyx. Ceyx was the king of Thessaly and
Halcyon was his Queen. In the days after Ceyx sailed off to
Ionia, Halcyon went everyday to the temple to pray for his safe
return and stood on the seashore, searching the horizon look-
ing for the first hint of Ceyx’s return. Ceyx died in a sea storm
on his way home. When Halcyon heard the bad news, she was
overcome with grief and threw herself into the sea. The gods
who had been watching were touched by her sincerity and turned
both Halcyon and Ceyx into sea birds that would live, love and
raise their families on the water. In the seven days before and
the seven days after the shortest day of the "winter solstice, it
was believed by the ancients that the sea is always windless
and calm because the Halcyon was supposed to build its nest
on the sea and breed during this period.

_10-
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Those were the halcyon days of Athens when she
produced her finest poetry and drama, architecture
and sculpture.

MRBEROAFL S, RARRFAFHR. WA, EHAH
BERIS = 4 FiX—rH,

*

R RER G & RAE P RRRRS AT A F. A
FRAHERCFEANET, BARRRAWES ., AXFLH &
MEFREEHETE, BRERERABIAGFHH, BHEXK
ZREK. WEERTFHRARL, IRFAFRHHE. AT
EHEE RSB L BN R, AERR. YRR B XA
Rfa, ERGE, Bk, " EANENAWARANEE
ERITAS. TR AHERERERFMATFEHIANEREY,
A AER LA HENE, FRIRE. SAHE, £
EWHEERZEHY, dTXERREEHEF Fy ik, A
RARFREN.

H & 1 winter solstice: £ F

-11-
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HANG BY A THREAD
A—RAsEHE

To be in an uncertain or dangerous or unsafe position;
to depend on something very small to save you

SFrHaFmER T AEROEY TH-% ZEFR

There’s a myth that tells of a king in the 5th century B.C.
who &ﬁrﬁlfcﬁ being told how wonderful he was by a flat-_

_F’c_:;@; named Damocles. The king threw a magnificent banquet

for Damocles, who was having a grand time until he looked at

the ceiling. He was shocked to see a large sharp sword hanging

W

by a single, thin thread, and pointing straight down at his head!
He did not dare to move and the banquet was a tantalizing tor-
ment to him. He quickly learned his lesson: p(;wer and happi-
ness sre not secure, and usually depend on the will or favor of

someone else.

_12-



