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Xu Ru-zi

(A.D.97-169)

Xu Ru-zi (also named zhi whose native place is Yu Zhang, ie. today's Nanchang) was born in the
firet year of the reign of Emperor He and passed away in the second year of the reign of Emperor
Ling in the Dong Han Dynasty.This year is just the 1900th anniversary of his birth . His former
residence is in today's Ru-Zi Davilion Park of Nanchang. Ru-Zi Platform was built there during the
Dong Wu Period and it was renamed Pin Jun Pavilion (for inviting man of noble character),Si Xian
Pavilion(for cherishing the memory of worthy person and Ru-Zi Pavilion eventurally which has been
accepted up to now ,Near Ru-Zi Pavilion was Gao Shi Bridge.On the Southern part of it was Ru-Zi
Road .They were all designed and conatructed by successive dynasties for commemorating the
man of noble character and high prestige. After his death ,he was buired in a place near Sheng Jin
Pagoda of Nanchang.

Xu Ru-Zi took reading, teaching and farming ao his greateer pleasure throughour his life .He was
an erudite man of noble qualities and was a generally acknowledged national top among the worthy
persons at his time.He has been extolled among the local people and in the governmental records
for generations.He lived in straitened circumstances and supported himself by strenuous farm work.In
spite of the hardships, he still clovoted himself to learning with eagerness and diligence, even in his
childhood, he had already had a strong desire for study .He pursued his studies successively in Zhu
Shan, Long Ze Shan (both under Nanchang)and Luo Yang, Nan Yang,Jiang Xia and some other
places. He learned "Jing Xue "from his grandfather and father, "Wei Xue"from Tang Tan ,"Jing Shi
Yi" from Fan Ying and sought advice abour the essence of "Wu Jing "from Huang Qiong.In addition,
he did desultory reading in meteorology, astronomy, calendar,etc.to expand his range of practical
knowledge.He was not only a good pupil of the distinguished masters but he was apt at incorporat-
ing their instructions with his own comprehensive study, thus a chieving mastery, and applying the
knowledge acquired to the practice of farming.So he was held in highest esteem, Ru-Zi was simple
and honest by nature (It was said that he saw out his bosom friend with his heart); he was faithful
and kept his promise (sending a bronze mirror to a newly-married couple on a rainy day at nitht was
continually on the lips of the local innabitants);he was modest and courteous (People praised him
highly for his distribution of his presents from governments among the fellow villagers);he showed
great concern for the folks (people spoke highly of him for his cherishing the disabled and the family
of the deceased);he esteemed teachers and devoted great attention to education, and his morality
exerted great impact on the local people that people could go to sleep peacefully with the outer door
open ,and no one pocked anything found on the road, Ru-Zi wouldn't be an official all his life. Such
a man of ideals and integrity as Ru-zi would under no circumstances be lured by personal fame and
gain! Nevertheless, when there was the funeral for his friend, he would make nothing of handships
to come thousands of li away and visit the bereaved to offer his condolences.Which serves to show
his sincerity .

In the last 2000 years, the story about Xu Ru-zi exercising strict self-discipline and being a para-
gon of virtue and learning has spread far and wide among the masses.His noble fualities have been
recorded in poems and history."In the favourable geographical position we have an outstanding
personality, who is well qualified to sit in the special chair prepared by Chen Fan "the "Preface to
Teng Wang Pavilion"by wang Bo is told from mouth to mouth with general approval!
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