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FOREWORD

Since the establishment of New China, we have made the great achievements in agriculture which attract
worldwide attention. It is really a great thing that we have supported 22% of the world population with only 7%
of the world farming land. However, for quite a few years there still have existed some increasing contradictions.
The first, the population in China has been becoming larger and larger at the same time farmland less and less.
The second, the productive conditions of agriculture have become worse and worse, agriculture has no sufficient
hinder power. The third, more and more agricultural products are in great need because of the increase of
population and improvement of people’'s life. development of national economy and expansion of foreign
exchange. All these contradictions focus on the insufficient supply of the agriculture products. It is impossible to
solve this problem only by relying on the present exploited and used natural resources and the present productive
levels. We must and have to open up a new way, the State Council has made a decision that from 1988, we
began to set up the funds for agriculture development in order to develop agriculture comprehensively on a large
scale.

For the C.A.D from very beginning we put forward the clear and definite guiding thoughts and principles:
Taking it as the main target to adhere to increase the main agricultural products of grain, cotton, oil, meat, sugar
and strengthen the hinder power of agricultural development, taking it as the main contents to spread and apply
the improved variety of seeds and technical achievements of farming, forestry, water and agrometeorology and to
transform low—and—medium—vyield field, reclaim the arable land, including the surrounded beach and sand
suitable for farming. Proceeding from reality, adapting to local conditions, implementing comprehensive control of
mountains, rivers, paddy—field(farming land), forestry, paths and ways, all-round development of farming,
forestry, animal husbandry side occupations and fishery, stressing on not only economic benefits but also social
and ecological benefits, introducing competition system helping and supporting those best ones through choice,
developing by concentrating forces and gathering the scattered parts, developing one place with the benefits
followed. The main body of the input (including input of funds and manpower) should be the broad masses of
peasants with the necessary support of the state.

Under the guidance of these guiding thoughts and principles, for more than three years, the C.A.D. has been
growing vigorously and healthily, expanding more and more widely, gaining better and better results and giving a
new life of vigour and vitality to our country’s agricultural development. At present the project areas for the C.A.D.
have expanded to 42 parts of 26 provinces, regions, municipalities and 11 cities listed as a separate unit under the
state economic development plan, covering 895 counties and 330 state farms and pastureland. Farmers and
peasants in those places where there were no projects by the state, following the example of state have still
carried out the development by self—raised funds and self—input of manpower. A great upsurge for the C.A.D. has
emerged throughout the vastland of our motherland. According to the statistics, from June 1988 to June 1991,
low—and—medium~-yield land of 64.83 million mu was transformed, arable land suitable for farming of 9.44
million mu was reclaimed, afforested area of 15.15 million mu was built and grassland of 3.19 million mu was
improved and productive capacity was increased: grain of 22.9 billion jin, cotton of 7.35 million dan, oil—bearing

crops of 688,000 ton, meat of 660.000 ton, sugar crops of 4.48 million ton in the project areas.



The C.A.D. has not only gained the remarkable economic benefits, but also the ecological benefits and social
benefits. Because of comprehensive control of mountains, rivers, paddy—fields, forestry, paths and ways, the
project areas take on an entirely new look. in many places appears the scene of gardenization, the complete set of
the land of the square paddy—field, the network of forests, paths and ways, irrigation canals and ditches, bridges.
culverts and water—locks, which has changed the ecological environment and agricultural production conditions
in these places. Owing to the beneficial results from the C.A.D. it is warmly welcomed and accepted by the broad
masses of cadres and peasants, and they praise that the Communist Party and the People’'s Government have
done a great and good deed to the peasants.

The practice has proved the C.A.D., in conformity with the conditions of our country is a correct way for us
to invagorate agriculture. It is still a great cause enjoying immense popular support, benefiting the nation and the
people, and bringing benefits to furure generations. It plays an important role and has profound and far—reaching
significance for strengthening the basic position of agriculture, speeding up the modernization of agriculture,
meeting the needs of people’s life both in the city and the countryside, spurring on the development of rural
economy, promoting the reform of rural economic system.

China is a country with larger population but less land, and its agricultural resources are relatively and badly
needed, and in short supply. However there still exists the great potentiality of range and quality of development.
There is low—and—medium—yield land of 1,000 million mu, for reclamation, arable land of 500 million mu, the
arable land of 100—200 million mu for development in near future. Besides these, there is still a large amount of
waste beach, waters,rivers, mountains and slopes, especially over 5 billion mu of grassland, mountains and slopes
with grass on them, the area of which is three times as large as that of the farming land we have used now. If we
can reasonably develop and nake a good use of these resources they will become a great productive force and
we'll have the promising future and prospect of the C.A.D. unfold before us. We must obey the requirements of
stressing on and doing well the work of the C.A.D. by the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party
and the State Council, consistently carry out the C.A.D. make a contribution to invigoration of our agriculture.

In order to introduce and propagandize the achievements in the C.A.D.in these years in the panoramic way, to
make our people know the C.A.D.in a visual and figrative way and have better understanding of the C.AD.
furthermore to mobilize the broad masses of peasants and cadres and bring their initiative into full play, to enable
people from all walks of life to pay attention to, to show their concern for and to support the C.A.D. the state
leading group for the C.A.D. has decided to compile and publish the large—size pictorial, © A Pictorial of Modern
History for the Comprehensive Agricultural Development of China 7, to strive to make it the historical documents,
which are worth keeping for ever and the precious datum for education of national conditions, patriotism and

socialism, foreign exchange and foreign propaganda.

Chen Junsheng

June,1992.
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Qiao Shi inspecting the Huanghuihai development areas in Suxian County.
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Fu Xishou, Governor of the province, together with Zhou
Qingquan personally giving advice on the work in Buyang.




