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He Zhigiang, Governor of Yunnan Province, presenting Yunnan tea and Weiqi to Queen
Elizabeth on her visit to Kunming in 1986.
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Panchen Erdeni, Vice Chairman of the Standing Committee of NPC,
investigating Tuocha tea product while paying a visit to Xiaguan Tea
Plant on October 20, 1980.
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Yan Jici, Vice Chairman of the Mr. Pu Jie writing autograph while

Standing Committee of NPC, writing paying a visit to Yunnan delegation

autograph while visiting Yunnan atthe 1st Tea & Chinese Culture

delegation at the 1st Tea & Chinese Exhibition Fair.

Culture Exhibition Fair.

Delegate of "Yunnan Tea Park” and the delegate of Uraseke Foundation of Japan
exchanging tea sets as souvenir after giving a joint performance of tea rites on the stage
atthe 1st Tea & Chinese Culture Exhibition Fair.
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Mr. Wu Juenong, a contemporary tea expert of China, writing autograph while visiting
Yunnan delegation at the 1st Tea & Chinese Culture Exhibition Fair.
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Picking tea leaves in the morning sunshine.
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At the 1st Tea & Chinese Culture Exhibition Fair held in the
Cultural Palace of the Nationalities in Beijing in September 1989, a
sketch map showing the areas of distribution of China’s tea
plantation & tea drinking had attracted all the visitors. The picture
had accurately delineated that Yunnan is the starting point of the
distribution of tea plantation and tea drinking to the world.
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Yunnan — The Origin of World’s Tea Trees

Peng Chengjian

Through the investigation and study of species, tea experts had
proved that Yunnan is the original place of world's tea trees and it is
based on the following five aspects:

l. Yunnan possesses the basical natural conditions for systematical
growth of tea plants.

The growth of tea trees needs warm and humid climate and the sem
shady ecological environment as well as the acidoid soil. Yunnan has a
location of high elevation and low latitudes, with the Tropic of Cancer
crossing the whole province. It has many mountains and rivers running
vertically and a mild climate neither too hot nor too cold with plenty of
rainfall. A natural shady ecological environment has been formed in the
broadleaf forest of Yunnan. According to the facies dispersing regularity
and the inter-relation of marine distance, Yunnan is located at 97° 39"
E and 106 12’ E and close to the South Sea and so the earth there
belongs to the 4th kind of forest soil ——the red earth. The most part of the
earth in south and southwest of the province belongs to lateritic and
laterite soil, with the PH value of 4-5. All these are the matching
conditions for systematical growth of tea plants but they are only the
natural geographical features and climate of the present time and what
about those in the ancient period?




Il. Investigation through the study of Palaeogeography,Palaeoclimatology
and Palaeontology.

At about 250 million years ago, Yunnan was located on the southern
fringe of the Noachic Ancient North Continent and facing the Sea of
Tities. It had smooth teerain and warm weather and plenty of rainfall.
During the long period of geochronological years including the Permian
period, the Triassic period the Cretaceous and the Tertiary period, a
large number of angiosperm had occurred, grown and undertaken
evolution in this place. It was the most suitable location for the multiply
growth of tea plants —an angiosperm of tropical and subtropical zone.
Then, in the several glacial epochs of the Quaternary period, many kinds
of plants on the glrobe had been severely destroyed. Since the
Southwest of China had not suffered great damages and the location of
south and southwest Yunnan had not been attacked by glacier, a large
number of plant origin such as the remaining tough lily of the Secondary
period and pteridophyte and cycad‘ etc of the Tertiary period had
survived and they were honoured as the living fossils. At present there
are over 15,000 kinds of higher plants existing in Yunnan, figuring more
than half of the total varieties found in the country and so the province is
crowned as "Botanical Kingdom”. Is tea plant one of the remainders?
This could be traced through the study of close predestination plants.

Ill. The scattering of close pedestination plants of tea trees is an
important mark in the study and investigation of the origin of tea trees.

With the largest coverage and quantity of the close pedestination
plants of tea trees, Yunnan has been famous for having the best
mountain tea plants. There are more than 260 kinds of tea plants out of
380 strong of the 23 categories of tea plants in the world growing in the
Southwest of China and most of them are found in Yunnan. According to
the investigation of the "780" project of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences, over 70 kinds of 8 categories of tea trees were found in only a
county of Tengchong in Yunnan. Professor Zhang Hongda, a botanical
taxalogy expert said that tea plants could be classified into the camellia
family, the camellia Genus, stnengts and tea series. Out of the 40 tea
series found in the world, 39 are discovered in China and 33 of
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them are found in Yunnan. Therefore Yunnan is especially rich in the
resource of tea trees and this could also be confirmed by the scattering
areas of the existing wild old tea plants.

V. Yunnan's vast area where the wild old tea trees grow.

In the deep forest of more than 40 counties in Yunnan, a lot of wild old
tea trees have been discovered and some of them belong to the
cultivated plants. There is an old tea tree in Muding county in the centre
of the province which is 10.3 meters high and 2.45 meters in diameter. in
Xinping county, several hundred old tea trees had been found, one of
them is as tall as 7.2 meters and 1.14 meters in diameter and itis several
hundred years old. In Zhenyuan county a wild old tea tree has grown to
18.5 meters high and 1.435 meter in diameter and it is over 1,000 years
of age. An old tea tree in Bada area in Menghai county of the province is
34 meters high and 1,21 meters in diameter and it has grown for more
than 1,700 years. The old tea tree‘is Nanno mountain is honoured as "the
King of Tea Trees” and there are more than 200 old tea plants in Xinyuan
village of Fengging county in West Yunnan with diameter of 50-70 cm.
The magnificent sight of these giant old tea trees acclaim the acme of
perfection. Do these tea plants possess the biological phenomenon of
the ancient tea plants? This should be further analized from the point of
biochemistry.

V. Tea trees in Yunnan possess the biological phenomenon of the
ancient tea plants.

The occurrance, development and m(;ltip!ication of biological evolution
are processing from simple to complicated- and from elementary to high
level. The metabolism of tea trees is mainly the change of the quality and
quantity of the phenol substance of catechu. The wild growing or cultivated
broad-leaf tea trees of Yunnan both possess higher intensity of the
combination of L-catechu. It is twice as much as that of non seeding
catechu and there is more content of non seeding acidester in the former.
All these had proved that Yunnan broadleaf tea trees belong to simple and
elementary metabolism of the biological phenomenon of ancient tea plants.

The above facts cited by tea experts had adequately proved that
Yunnan is the origin of world’s tea trees.
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Mr. Wu Juenong, a contemporary
tea experts in China:

“The southwestern part of China
is the native place of tea trees in
the world and Yunnan is the centre
of China’'s tea tree origination.”

— A quotation from Wu’s works

“The Future Prospect of Fine
Tea Production in Yunnan,
Guangxi & Guangdong”

“Yunnan is located in Southwest
China border and it has a vast
population and covers a large
piece of land. It has fertile soil and
warm weather and plenty of rain-
fall. With a high elevation, Yunnan
is the most ideal production base
for growing tea.”

— Adopted from Wu's works

“Proposal of Speeding Up
The Development of Yun-
nan's Tea Production”

Chen Chuan, Professor of Anhui
Farming Institute:

“It is doubtless that Yunnan
broadleaf tea has generated in an
area with warm weather of Spring
all the year round and it has
retained the primative type of its
kind under the most suitable con-
ditions for growing. This kind of tea
tree possesses the simple meta-
bolism of accelerating the com-
position of L-List catechu and its
non seeding acidester, thus creat-
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Chinese and Foreign Tea Experts
Expounding the Origin of World’s Tea Trees

ing the mutation of all other tea
trees. So it is doubtless to say that
Yunnan is the real native land of
world's tea trees.”

— Adopted from “The General

History of Tea Trade”

“Xishuangbanna Autonomous
Prefecture is the native place of tea
trees.” Passing through the North-
east, it was distributed all across
the country and than to Japan,
USSR, Korea and other places.
Crossing the border in teh south, it
came to Laos, Vietnam, Cambo-
dia, Burma, India and many coun-
tries in Asia and Africa. The
speedy development of tea has
provided the world the best kind of
beverage which is loved by all.
The issuance of “Yunnan is the
Native Place of Tea Trees” which is
jointly published by the Party orga-
nisation,government of the pro-
vince and the enterprises inYun-
nan will surely win great honour-.

— Adopted from “The Great

Vitality of Yunnan Tea”

Zhuang Wanfang, Professor of
Zhejiang Agriculture University:
“Everyone likes to take Nan-
zhong tea and the fragrance of tea
growing on Yunling has brought
me here . Nanzhong tea is really a
fine tea breeding having the most
attractive fragrance. Yunnan is the




