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PREFACE

In China, there is a legal compulsory task, like a green flag, which inspires all people's unprecedented enthusiasm for
creative work.

In China, there is a public welfare project, like a whiff of spring breeze, which made the land of the great country green.

In December 1981, as proposed by Comrade Deng Xiaoping, "Resolution on Carrying out Nationwide Compulsory Tree-
planting Movement" was passed on the 4" session of the 5 National People's Congress. Thenceforth, the Party and the whole
people all around China have actively participated in the vigorous and great movement of planting trees and making the
motherland green. In the past 20 years. more than 7 billion people took part in this Movement, planted more than 35 billion
trees with the forest coverage rate rising from 12.4% to 16.55%, while the urban green coverage rate from 10.1% to 27.44%.
So China has been the country with the largest area of plantations in the world. Some key ecological programs like "the Three
North" (Northwestern, North & Northeastern) Shelterbelt Program and Shelterbelt Program along the upper and middle reaches
of the Yangtze River etc. have been successively implemented and made great achievement. The development of national
compulsory tree-planting movement not only improved Chinese people's awareness of protecting environment by planting
trees, accelerated the process of making the country green, but also enhanced the ecological environment and pushed forward
the construction of socialistic material & spiritual civilization.

Magnificence of Greenness, a large-scale picture album chiefly edited by the National Afforestation Committee, authenti-
cally displays the great course of the nationwide compulsory tree-planting movement and outlines a new blueprint for further
efforts. It has a positive implication in terms of improving people's self-consciousness to construct environmental and inspire
their awareness of ecological safety and environment protection by planting trees.

Let's offer this album that records the country's afforesting journey and brilliant achievements to the 20th anniversary of
the PRC's National Compulsory Tree-planting Movement!

Let's dedicate it to every Chinese citizen who has worked persistently for tens of years in the forefront of planting trees and
greening!

Let's present it to all people around the world who concern, love and make efforts to generate greenery.

It is a long-range major program to make the land green by planting trees and improve ecological environment, which is
lasting importance for Chinese people's subsistence and development, and is a strategic mission embodied in China's eco-
nomic and social development. We are shouldering heavy responsibilities, while there is still a long way to go. Let's unite
together around the Central Party with Jiang Zemin as the core to achieve a common mind and to keep exploiting and forging
forward, Then we can embrace the future with more green and go on struggling for achieving at an earlier time the goal of

beautifying our motherland!

Deputy Director of State Greening Commission .
hou Shengxian

Director General of State Forestry Bureau
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Greening Motherland Mao Zedong 1956
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Greening Motherland Benefiting Furture Generations

Deng Xiaoping March 1991
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Mobilizing Whole Party Members National People Laboring Planting
and Afforesting  Greening Motherland Jiang Zemin March 7, 1991
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Leaders of Chinese Communist Party and Government, Jiang Zemin, Li Peng, Zhu Rongji, Li Ruihuan, Hu Jintao, Wei Jianxing

and Li Langing, takes the lead in participating in National Compulsory Tree-planting Movement.
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Decision of Carrying Out National Compulsory Tree-planting Movement

( Passed during the 4" Sess

ion of the 5" National People's Congress Held on December 13, 1981 )

The proposal raised by the State Council on carrying out national compulsory tree-planting movement was examined and discussed during the

41 session of the 5" National People's Congress of the PRC. All session attendees believe that it is a great cause in favor of the socialism construction

and for futur

nerations' benefits to make the country green by planting trees and developing forest. which is also a fundamental strategic measure

to harness the country's rivers and mountains and to maintain and improve its ecolog

cal environment. In order to accelerate the realization of the

great goal of making the motherland

een, to carry on Chinese people's good tradition of planting trees and caring forest, and to further establish the
moral custom of collectivism and communism, it was decided on the Session that China should carry out national compulsory tree-planting
movement. In all places with appropriate conditions. every Chinese citizen at 11 or above is required to compulsorily plant 3-5 trees per year
according 1o the actual local circumstances, or to accomplish other types of afforestation tasks with corresponding workload, for example, raising or

taking care of tree seedlin

. with the exception of the old and weak. On the Session, the State Council was instructed to develop, announce and

implement measures thereof in accordance with the spirit of the Decision. On the same occasion, the diligent and smart Chinese people in difl

minority groups were also called to participate year by year in the tree-planting movement with g

at patriotism and enthusiasm under the leadership
of the Chinese Communist Party and the people's governments at all levels. All of them were encourage (o make persistent efforts together with the

spirit of Mr. Yu (an old man in a piece of ancient Chinese all

sory, who worked persistently with resolution, trying to remove a mountain away.) to

create a better future for our great socialistic motherland!
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