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Abstract

Like all Chinese residing overseas, the Chinese community in Malaysia, through
perseverance and endeavour, has evolved into a "self-sufficient" community. This
"self-sufficiency" is not confined only to economic life in which achievements are
considerable, but embraces a wider area of concern pertaining to the cultural,
educational, and social well-being of the community. This paper discusses the changing
political circumstances under which Malaysian Chinese live and implications particularly
on issues touching upon the practice of Chinese culture and its future development.

The paper is divided into three parts. Part one provides a survey of Chinese culture
with reference to the role of Chinese education and the economic, social, and political
milieux in a colonial setting. This is followed by a discussion of major post-independence
national policies and their impact on Chinese society and culture in the light of
consensual politics and the implementation of the "New Economic Policy” emphasizing
measures intent on uplifting the economic status and the culture of the indigenous
community. The final section discusses the implications of political and economic
changes in the 1990s and a prognosis of the prospects of Chinese culture in the
twenty-first century in the context of "Vision 2020".
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