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(English translation)

Keynote Speech

at the Asia Pacific Women Forum 2009
(29 August 2009, Hong Kong)

Mr. Stephen Lam,
Dr. Elsie Leung, Ms. Pansy Ho,
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, Friends,

Good morning,

It gives me great pleasure to come to beautiful Hong Kong for
the Asia Pacific Women Forum 2009. On behalf of the All-
China Women’s Federation, I wish to extend warm congratula-

tions for the convocation of the Asia Pacific Women

Forum 2009.

This Forum, with the theme “Women’s Role in the Changing
World” , expresses the concern of all of us over prospective
changes of the world today, and also represents our full recog-
nition of women’s role in the changing world and our best wi-
shes for women’s development in the future. It is our hope that
through this Forum, we will share experiences in advancing
women’s cause, explore effective ways of promoting gender e-
quality, and make joint contributions to the further strengthe-
ning of friendship and solidarity among women and women’s or-
c12 -



ganizations in the Asia Pacific region and to the enhancement

of women’s role in the changing world.
Ladies and Gentlemen, Friends,

The world is undergoing major changes and adjustments. Dur-
ing the 20th century that has just passed, humanity created an
enormous material and spiritual wealth, and at the same time,
it suffered from two devastating world wars and a long cold
war. Since the 21st century, the trend toward a multi-polar
world and economic globalization is gaining momentum. Rapid
development of science and technology, represented by IT and
bio-technology, has opened up a broad prospect for the global
economic development and social progress. Today, humanity
possesses more material and spiritual wealth than ever before,
people are longing for a peaceful and happy life more than ever
before. Although development is uneven across the world, the
North-South gap and the “digital divide” keep growing, and
the international financial crisis has made a severe impact on
the current international economic and financial system and the
world economic governance structure, peace and development
remain the main themes of our times. Advancing win-win coop-
eration has become the basic common understanding of the in-

ternational community.

Against the backdrop of the tremendous changes and adjust-
ments, international women’s movement is developing vigor-
ously. Women of all countries including women in the Asia Pa-
cific region, are striving through actions for equality, develop-
.13 -



ment and peace, and have made relentless efforts to pursue
their rights to education, labor and political participa-
tion. Women now play an increasingly important role in eco-
nomic, political, cultural and social life in their respective
countries. More and more women politicians have come up to
the central stage of world politics, exerting an unprecedented
influence on international affairs and national decision-mak-
ing, contributing to gender equality, economic and social de-

velopment and world peace.

We are pleased to note that women’s rights and women’s devel-
opment have drawn great attention of the international commu-
nity, and gender equality has become a theme that enjoys the
broadest consensus in global politics. While making comments
on international support to the advancement of women, former
UN Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali said that there
were hardly any causes initiated by the United Nations that had
won stronger and wider support than the promotion and protec-
tion of women’s equal rights. Indeed, since the four world con-
ferences on women, governments have been more and more a-
ware that women’s empowerment and advancement are of vital
importance to economic, political and social develop-
ment. Promoting gender equality and empowering women have
been integrated into the United Nations Millennium Develop-
ment Goals, and have been gradually incorporated in
governments’ programs and actions. And around the globe,
women’s right to development has been improved and their so-
cial status has been raised in varying degrees.
- 14 -



Ladies and Gentlemen, Friends,

This year is of special significance to China. We are now pre-
paring for the celebration of the 60th anniversary of the foun-
ding of the People’s Republic of China ( PRC) . Sixty years
ago, Chairman Mao Zedong solemnly proclaimed the founding
of the PRC at Tiananmen Rostrum. The founding of the PRC
not only ushered in a new era for the Chinese nation, but also
emancipated Chinese women historically. Hundreds of millions
of Chinese women have since been free from the shackles that
hampered their development. The status of women has underg-
one enormous changes. Chinese women, who used to be the
lowest social group, have become real masters of the country,
of the society and of their own destiny. This is a great mile-
stone in the history of Chinese women’s development. In 1978 ,
initiated and led by Mr. Deng Xiaoping, the Chinese people
resolutely embarked on a historic journey of reform and open-
ing up. It is a new and great revolution in China under new
historical conditions, which has greatly liberated and devel-
oped productive forces and forcefully promoted economic and
social development, bringing about historic changes in China,
the world largest developing country, allowing Chinese women
to have unprecedented development opportunities. Chinese
women have become more creative than ever before. They ac-
tively participate in competition, rise up to challenges and
strive for excellence. Their spirit of self-esteem, self-confi-
dence, self-reliance and self-strengthening has become stron-
ger and stronger. Women are giving full play to their initiative
<15 -



