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Brief History of Anglo-Chinese College

In the vear 1880, Anglo-Chinese College was organized to meet
the need, felt by both missionaries and pastors, for a school which
would teach English as a medwm for liberal and cultural education ;
and which would, at the same time, train the character of the young

men taking the course.

The Rev. Franklin Ohlinger was made the first principal and
had the task of organizing a school without funds. Mr. Diong A Hok,
a Foochow merchant, came to the rescue with the first large gifts
£10,000,  Others also helped with smaller gifts and the first build ng
was bought in 1831, After two years of service, Dr. Ohlinger resigned
and Dr. G. B. Smyth succeeded him. Since then there have been
many presidents, the one giving the longest service being Dr. John

Gowdy, who still serves the school as bishop of the area.

Thirty students enrolled in the first class, of whom Mr. Ding
Maing Ing was the first to envoll and the only one to graduate.  After
graduat on he was asked to teach in his Alma Mater. He accepted

and was in active service until the autumn of 1933.

Buildings, faculty, and student body have all grown in number.
Alumni of the school and numberless friends in China and America
have helped by gifts large and small to make possible this material

progress.

In 1927, a very important advance was made in the history
of Anglo-Chinese College when Dr. James L. Ding was made the first
Chinese president of the school. Under his leadership the school has
grown steadily. The new buildings which had been built to house the
senior middle school department were not needed at the time of
reorganization because of the small enrollment, but six years later

they were fuli.




So, ‘rather prosaically, can be told the bare facts of history.
But if we leave out mention of the sacrifice and devotion whick many
‘teachers and friends have given toward the building of this school, we
leave out its most precious heritage. How oiten I have heard our
president remind us teachers and students of the sacrifices which have
been the real foundation of Anglo-Chinese College! Organization and
regulation have changed, but the ideal of the founders is as strong as
ever. Because Jesus is our cornerstone, our aim is what it has always
been: to send out yourg men with strong character and high ideals

to help in building the new day.

Tennyson, in a famous poem, has Ulyssas, the wandering

Greek hero, =ay.
“All experience is an arch
Wherethro® gleams that untravel’d world
Whose margin fades forever and forever as I move.”

We understand this metaphor when we think of the history of
Anglo-Chinese College.  When the school was started, men lo ked
through an arch to an open vista. The years have pass d and the
vista has widened. Many young adventurers, like Ulyssas of old, have
Jooked through this arch and caught a vision of the future. Many have
peen lost after they stepped through the arch, but many more have
helped to make the path clearer and more beauatiful for those who
gravelled later.  Anglo-Chinese College looks with great pride at those
of her alumni who have worked and are working to make life as they
touch it better. Alumni, teachers, and students of Anglo-Chinese
College differ widely; but all are drawn together by one interest, the
desire that the mother school may grow in its service of training

young men for life.
Edith W. Simester



