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THE PATENT MEDICINES OF CHINA

The Chinese patent medicine is
one of the exotic flowers bloomed
among the cultural treasury of
Chinese pharmaceutics. It has a
history over two thousand years
and is renowned worldwide. It
has been well known all over
the world for the wide variety
of kinds, abundant in doses, out-
standing  curative effects and
minimal side effect. Tianjin patent
medicine, being gradually formed
into a system of medical industry,
founded on the basis of inheritance
of heritage of ancient pharmaceu-
tical theory, had been absorbed
of popular experience and recep-
tion of modern scientific techno-
logy. At present, it possesses
seven very well equiped Chinese
Pharmaceutical factories provided
with certain level of scientific
management and a faculty of
medical personnel whom were

both rich in theory, experiences
and modern scientific techno-
logical knowledge. Its products
had not only been maintained
and given full play to traditional
features but also brought forth
initiative. Up to the end of 1983,
Tianjin has produced 610 kinds
of old and new patent medicines,
including 25 drug patterns. Its
output and quality increased year
by year, the total output value
in the year 1983 nearly reached
million yuen, about one fifth
of national grand output value
of patent medicine production.
Its products not only meet
domestic needs but alsb exported
to Hong Kong, Macao and more
than 20 other countries and areas
in Europe and America. It enjoys
a high repution for the wide variety
of doses, superior quality and
curative effects.

HISTORIC AND TRADITIONAL FEATURES

The production of patent
medicine in Tianjin has a long-last
history. Since the midst of 18
century, several oldest Chinese
pharmacies in Tianjin such as:
Ju Yin Tang, Bao Xin Tang, Ren
Yu Tang and Tong Shan Tang

had sold patent medicines produced
by their own attached workshops.
Following the enlarge of Tianjin
municipality and the growth of
population, especially during the
period of early decades of 20
century when the Jing-han and

4



Jing-pu railway road were open
to traffic, Tianjin became an
important city of North China.
Hence the production of Chinese
patent medicine began to take
shape.

Owing to the rapidly developing
of Chinese patent medicine during
twenties and thirties of 20 century,
the kind and quality of Chinese
medicine had been gained rapid
development. Then, there are more
than 300 pharmacies produced
pills, plasters, powder, and tonic
wine about 500 kinds in total.
It held a high position in North
China. For example, those big
pharmacies such as Da Ren Tang,
Le Ren Tang had produced rare
patent medicines which sold well
at European and American markets
and won good reputation. This
is the “Golden Age” of Chinese
patent medicine productional
history in Tianjin. But since the
outbreak of 'Sino-Japanese war,
the industry of patent medicine
became to decline on account
of war and other elements. This
situation had not been ended until
the liberation of Tianjin.

THE TRADITIONAL FEATURES

The developmental history of Tianjian patent medicine was
such mentioned above. But from the special field of view there
are still two points worthwhile to mention:

First, the Chinese patent medicine industry had made every
move only after mature deliberation and showed a generousity of
spirit. It was all embracing with the pharmaceutical culture and
well-tried recipes among the people. At that time, there were
several Chinese pharmacies which were passed on from generation
to generation and had a large capital such as: Long Shun Rong,
Song Mao Tang (sprung from native land) and Da Ren Tang,
Hong Ren Tang (came from Beijing) which were all endeavoured
to develop Chinese patent medicines. They collected patent
prescriptions from ancient pharmacopoeia and thereafter formed
a reference book based on workers’ practical experiences as to
guide production. Those prescription book included thousand
kinds of patent medicines. It incarnated mainstream-and accepted
tradition of mothkerland pharmaceutical culture and Chinese
patent medicine industry. They paid their principal attention
on cultivating patent medicine prescriptions which had long
history and outstanding curative effect and hence manufactured
several hundred kinds of patent medicines based on oldest recipes.
They made an important contribution towards the developing
of Tianjin patent medicine. Especially these shops came from
Beijing as represented by Da Reng Tang (branches of Le’s family
in Beijing displayed essence of national medicinal culture) had
transplanted wholly to Tianjin the experiences secretly handed
down from their ancestors and doses made from secret formulas
and had it took root, sprout, bloomed and born fruits. Thus
laid a foundation for the development of Tianjin patent medicine.

There were still a number of middle and small shops especially
produced patent medicines based on formulas secretly handed
down from their ancestors as so called “only authentic brand
medicine”. This was another aspect of progressing history of
Tianjin patent medicine. Such as Su’s plaster of De Yu Tang,
“Ping An Powder” of De Sheng Tang, “Qing Ning” pills of Ju Yin
Tang, eyedrops of Yong Chun Tang, “Bi Wen”.powder of Chang



Chun Tang etc. Those recipes which
could not be found in the prescrip-
tion book, however, they were
greeted by ordinary people for its
outstanding curative effects to
specific remady and approved by
the medical authority and became
an integral part of Tianjin patent
medicine.

One of the important features of
developmental history of Tianjin
patent medicine had been the
shining alternatively of patent
medicine orginated from pharma-
copoeia and experienced recipes
from people. Others among the
traditional features were the selec-
tion of genuine materials, excellent
treat by fire and steady quality.

Not only the big pharmacist
shops but also the middle and
small shops which produced only
authentic brand medicines had all
devoted much attention to the
genuine and pure of medicinal
materials. Often they spared no
money to go to Qi Chow (a county
of He Bei province) herb market
to pick out and buy rare materials:
Jinseng, Pilose Antler, Musk, Rhino-
ceros horn, Bezoar, Tiger Bone etc.
which were chosen the best from
excellent materials. It would rather
go without than be contented with
anything less satisfactory.

In aspects of “treat by fire”
technology, they paid closest at-
tention to make up by forumlas
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development. The outstanding success over more than thirty years
had been changed from the state of being a backward handicraft
shop selling in front room and producing in back room with “grinding
powder by stone mortar” “rolling pills by bamboo sieve” into a
mechanized and semi-mechanized Chinese medicinally industrial system
~ and had been brought into the right course of modernized industry.
' The total output value in 1951 was 1000 ten thousand yuan, in 1965
~ was 2000 ten thousand yuan, in 1975 was 3400 ten thousand yuan
and in 1983 nearly reached million yuan. It has increased by ten
- fold compared with that of 1949.

AND PRINCIPLE

division of labour worker by emphasizing the form of drugs. At present,
there are seven patent medicinal factories being: Tianjin First Chinese
Medicinal Factory mainly producing injection, tablet and liquor
medicines; Tianjin Da Ren Tang First Pharmacist Factory mainly
producing honeydewed pill and electuary; Da Ren Tang Second
Pharmacist Factory mainly producing tonic wine, ointment and black
plaster; Tianjin Third Chinese Medicinal Factory mainly producing
water pill and condensed pill; Tianjin Fourth Chinese Medicinal Factory
mainly producing cotton lining adhesive plaster; Tianjin Fifth Chinese
Medicinal Factory mainly producing powder and capsule: Tianjin Sixth
Clijne_se Medicinal Factory mainly producing concoction plaster, glue
and “Zhu Li” “Dan Nan Xing” specialities. This division of labour help
promote the quality and quantity of products.




EQUIPMENT AND TECHNOLOGY

The land area of Tianjin med-
icinal factories and warehouses
occupied about 1500 mu. Some
of which are reconstructed or
expanded buildings, some are newly
built modernized buildings. All are
fully supplied with whole system
of water, electric and vapour. All
the other foundamental necessities
are also provided. Air conditioner
are installed in many workshops.
A lot of different processing
machineries such as membrane evap-
orator, programme control coated
machine, High speed centrifugal
separator, sprayer stoving, hermetic
pulverizer, farinfrared ray desiccate
sterilizing box etc., have been
applied extensively. Furthermore,
some progressing technological pro-
cessing such as paste-mixing wet-
coating; extracting against the cur-
rent; one step graining etc., have
also been applied successively in the
production of patent medicine.

All these progressing technology
have been applied on the premise
of maintaining the feature of
traditional products. Though, mod-
ernized technology can not satisfy
the need of special fire-treating of
patent medicine. Since the old

way of treating are remain applied.

SCIENTIFIC MANAGEMENT

Following the transition from
handicraft work to modern
industry in patent medicine
industry, all the old way of
management can not adopt the
need of production. Hence, all
the factories have set up a whole
set of systematic methods on the
basis of strengthening organiza-
tion and therefore created a
system of quality control,
technology control, equipment
control, civilized production
etc., so as to have rules to
obey. Thus it stood a guarantee
for raising the level of quality
and incessant increasing of
productivity.

QUALITY CONTROL AND
CHECK UP

The quality control of med-
icine relevant to human body
health and life insurance, hence
it is most important thing over
others. Tianjin had simulta-
neously paid attention to those
aspects: medicine admistration
scientifical technology and
management regulations. Thus
providing a reliable and forceful
guarantee for the medicine
quality.

MEDICINE
TION

Early in the foundation of
People’s Republic of China, the
hygienic bureau of Tianjin muni-
cipality had begun to concern
highly the quality of medicine.

In 1952, after eliminating the
inferior medicines, the authori-
ty had set up a unified prescrip-
tion book of traditional recipes
available for the municipality
and revised in 1956. In 1964,
in accordance with the indica-
tion of Central Hygienical Minis-
try: “Reference to strengthen
supervision and control of medi-
cine quality”, a thoroughly
revision had been made-and a
number of time-honored,
proved-effect “Only authentic
medicines”, secretly handed
down recipes had been selected.
Thus, there was a book named
“Criterion of Chinese patent
medicine” as a local standard
set up for medicinal factories
to be on probation. It was
revised again in 1977 and
promulgated in 1980 as a
normal production criterion.
This was an unified prescription,
unified technology, unified
quality standard and unified
inspection criterion. It was a
legal restriction code with medi-
cine authority documents as
well.

ADMINISTRA-



TECHNOLOGY INSPECTION

Nowadays, the checking up of quality of each kind medicine
doses, have been set up a system of scientific method,
including:

Convention inspection items: ‘“Pharmacopoeia of the
People’s Republic of China” (1977 edition) has set up definite
regulations toward doses and drugs of every kind Chinese
patent medicine, details being moisture content, weight,
differential limitation, diaphaneity, alcholometry, appearience,
time limitation of crack and dissolve, powder’s fineness, even-
ness, hygienic criterion and packaging etc. Based on this and
the local unified prescription, each factory compiled details
of prescription recipes and each kind has been set up quality
file, put down in written records of every inspection items
and writing-down quality reports so as to solve any question
occured.

Control items: all the factories which had the requisite
condition were all established control items such as: ash content
survey; inorganic matter not dissolve in acid; heavy metal
measuring; moisture content; alcoholmetry; seep in quantity
of ether etc.

All these survey means joint together with the traditional
way of watch, taste, touch and smell have brought up a reliable
guarantee for the medicine quality.

QUALITY MANAGEMENT

Each factory has set up a supervision
network of medicine quality and
appointed professional inspector. Hence,
each link of medicinal production from
materials coming-in towards finished
products going-out have rules and
regulations to obey and every work
order has strictly been controlled so
as any product not up to the mark was
not allowed to leave the factory.

In 1981, the authority of Tianjin
together with relevant units had
inspected all the factories according
to the above-mentioned criterion of
“four unifications” and arranged all
the 592 products of Tianjin patent
medicines in order number, gave
approval all the products up to the
mark and issued certification. Recently
the qualified products are reached
hundred percent. The percentage of
superior products increasing year by
year.



RESEARCHING OF NEW PATENT MEDICINE PRODUCTS

Over recent years, Tianjin had researched a lot of new products
of Chinese patent medicine. This was undertaking in the guide of = ¢
the policy of “by indication of Chinese pharmacology; in the basis
of traditional experiences of Chinese medicine; in connection with
modern scientific technology; elevating the research of Chinese a
medicine materials to a higher level.” »

For this, Tianjin medicine materials corp. has established “Chinese
medicinal scientific & technological information and research ‘
centre”; created interconnecting relations with more than seventy =
units in whole country; invited 27 eminent doctors, physicians, |
professors and scholars as research consultants. Scientific research %
department was erected successively at each factory. It was aiming =
at treating common diseases, frequantly-occurring diseases,difficult =
& complicated cases, cultivating and revising the old recipes, re-
searching secret formulas from people, and well proved clinical
recipes from doctor or hospital, improving variety kinds of patent
drugs, introducing those new kinds with efficient effects from =
another part of the country and self-creating new products. '

REQUIREMENT OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH

Whenever there was a new product being researched, it must be =
supervised under strict rules, it must have a basis of theory, experi- '
mentation and clinical record. In addition to this, it must consult |
ancient Chinese medicinal books and historial data, must pay visit 3
to professors, hospitals and business-operating departments and the
patients as well. For gaining of effective information & data, it
must carry out quantitative and qualitative analysis, must check
up the content limitation of heavy metal arsenic, must take up acute
poisonous test by using the animals, it must also do some semi- |
acute or chronic poison analysis, if necessary. Furthermore it must
do absorption of materials and metabolism test as well. For ensuring
the curative effect, it must also carry out some clinical experiments.




LT OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH

country and abrcad. In Japan only, there are more than twenty
thousand drugstores to be sale agents of these two kinds medicines.
It soon became a house-hold necessity. Furthermore, pointed
exactly against the middle age women whom were easy to fall in
Menopausal Syndrome, the Tianjin Third Chinese Medicinal Factory
adopted well-proved clinical recipes from a famous gynecologist
and made out “Geng Nian An” pian. Tianjin Sixth Chinese Medicinal
Factory extracted effective contents from rhizome of Ligusticum
Wallichii and made out “Su Xiao Jiu Xin™ pill, it has fast-response
especially with alleviating angina pectoris. It has a superiority of
lasting long effect and less side effect. The making out of those
new medicines incessantly meet the demand of people’s health.

At present, the production of Tianjin Chinese patent medicine
has entered a new era, Modern scientific theory and technological
means are deeply penetrating into every link in the production of
Chinese patent medicines. We are sure to insist firmly under the
guide of Chinese pharmaceutical theory, on the basis of traditional
experiences of Chinese Medicine have the good help of modern
scientific technology, let the production of Chinese medicine raising
to a higher level and producing more better medicines for the serving
of Chinese and world people.




