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General Situation of Wang's Grand Courtyard
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General Situation of Wang's Grand Courtyard

east of Lingshi County Town, central

sheng Town,

¥ang' s Grand Courtyard is situated in [Jir

iead statues of

t

Shanxi and 2km from the thousand-year ancient ple Temple (homeland of the
the eighteen disciples of Budda returned [(rom
grottc of Da Jinci temple of Taiy Pingyao Ancient Cily, Mianshan Mount

Hukou Waterfall, and Dayun highway, Dor

is on the same tourist e as Yunge
in in Jiexiu

oad). |

nd

xia highway and Tongpu railway run through the bounds of the

yard

way to be completed will has an exit beside Wan id Cour

county. The expre S
Wang' s Grand Courtyard is a large-scale citizen s residence building of Qi Dynasty rarely seen
today and was: built by descendants of Wang' s family of Taiyuan, one of the four ge families in

with a total

Lingshi County in history, in the periods of Kangxi, Yongzheng, Qianlong and Jiagin
area of more than 150 thousand sq.m. There are 123 large and small courtyards and 1118 houses,
including the mow-named “China Citizen Residence Art House” and "Wang's Museum”, the two larg
complexes Gaojiaya and Red-gate castle having been opened to public, and Xiaoyi Ancestral Temple,
with a total area of 45000 sq. m.

Gaojiaya and Red-gate castle are confronted with h otk
both the full-elosing castle-type buildings on the loess h
the environment ind  terrain while
demonstrating coordinated image and expression.
Inside the complexes are dwelling eaves and
tile-roofed houses, skillfully conpected and
looking broad, profound and of grand sight, to
embody  the work of nature, human skill and
favorable geographical position. In the ever
changing looking Stereotypedand while keeping
the general. character of the. traditional
citizen's  wesidence  of north, they
demonstrates: outstanding elegant demeanor of
individual gharacter, with sueh' general
characteristics as relying on weuntain and
conforming to  terrain, .varving with the
landform, buildings and courts rising one
higher than another and well-arranged, great i

omentum ¢ 3 e s R . = Sy
Dontostiy, contRORRR s B i - ~:y1c BT {30 U0 1) 2 PR B 0 SIS, 35 TR 0
of front halls and back bedpoons early formed R A 8 T 2 B 3 ) RRR, RS R 2R R I
in the west=Zhou Dymasty of our country. JEREO B, ARSI R RS NR
Moreover, thelbrick L“ur:\’mgs. wood catyings and 1, fh’l’iﬂ’:) YCHZ#J&.[I’JE_ R m A

stone carvings showing | ingemtlity present

elegant decorations and. riclji“colnotation,

appear practical while beauriful, mix the south

bridge. They arc

r and connected by ¢

conformity with

slope, and appear i

umn in ancient toyn
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General Situation of Wang's Grand Courtyard

sentiment with the north one and rank at very high cultural grade,

The two main courtyards of Gaojiaya complex are 3-row type sihevuan (quadrang
and, in addition to sacrilice-~oflered-to-ancestors hall and the embroidering buildings on its

1) courtyards

both sides, each courtyard has its own kitchen courtyard and old-style private school and the
common-used classical learning academy, flower courtyard, long-term hired hand courtyard and
enclosed courtyard (servant courtyard), all of which are enclosed tightly with the wall courts on
the periphery with the gates on four sides suiting measures to terrain conditions. Inside the

periphery, large and small courtyards are arranged like strings of pearls and girdles of jade
while independently as if each of them is a harmonious composition; and the various gates are

somet imes hidden and sometimes appearing to give you a feeling of labyrinth where there are

courtyards within each courtyard and there are gates inside each gate
The overall layout of Red-gate castle complex hides a Chinese character "3 (Wang) while
of dragon by analogy. In addition to the courtyards of front halls and back

attaching the model in g3
bedrooms, to comply the landform, a part of the courtyards change in modeling to be front
and back courtya Some of the courtyards are sumptuous and some are winding, quiet, small and
exquisite. Of Their brick, wood and stone ings, some were made in early Qianlong period and
therefore appear simple and unsophisticated, straightforward and uninhibited and keep the styvle
of Ming Dynasty and the most are the model of slenderness and denseness of Qing Dynasty just like

dens

those of Gaojiaya. Wang' s Museum set in Red-gate castle will be the research, display, collection
and development center of Wang's culture at home and abroad, and also the historic destination of
the overall image of Wang s family. Now, the Clan Pedigree Collection Pavilion has been prepared
ready and the Calligraphy and Painting House and the Jewellery House have been opened to the public

Since 1996, under the stressing of the leadership at various levels, after having been repaired
by the People’s Government of Lingshi County through investing large funds, Wang's Grand
Courtyard looks brand-new and attracts the tourists like an endless stream and, of

excellent traditional architectural culture and a treasure of citizen's resic

ance art of our
country, has been extensively attached extreme importance to by the experts in architecture,

history, social ethics, industrial art, movie and TV, photography at home and abroad and the news

xpressions such as “rarity of citizen residence”, "folk

media and praised with many beautiful
imperial palace”, "folk showplace”, "World's Ffirst courtyard”, “First mansion among Huaxia

n's residences” and “architectural art museum”. More noticeable and more resounding is a

Clt12e
heading on g newspaper of the capital of our country: "No courtyards I want to see after [ came back
from Wang' s Grand Courtyard In the course of his investigation of Wang' s Grand Courtyard for

seven times in his octogenarian, Mr. Zheng Xiaoxie, the authority in architecture of the old
\ praise: “Treasure of the nation, treasure of humanity,

generation wrote the inscription with h
priceless treasure; not be fed up with coming and seeing for one hundred times; wish it to c¢limb
higher”. After the programme "China’s one superbness” of China Central Television,
Daily » Overseas Edition”, “Wenhui Newspaper® of Hongkong, ¢. having published a
' 5 Grand Courtyard, several hundred oversea representatives of Wang's
family have come to Wang's ancestral hall to seek for ancestors and worshipped them by burning

one store

People
eries of reports on War

incense. The number of tourists from Europe, America, Southeast Asia and the regions of Hongkong,

Macao and Taiwan is getting more with year,

In 1999, Wang's Grand Courtyard was appraised to be one of the "Shanxi Ten Major Famous
Excellent Scenic Are
Writer Association held plate-hanging ceremony here to determine Wa
living and creating base for writers. In the beginning of 2002, Wang's Grand Courtyard was also
AAAA tourist scenic area (spot) and national demonstration unit for

" and "Provincial-level Civilization Scenic Spot”. In the same vear, China

g’ s Grand Courtyard as the

al cla

appraised to be nati
fQuality 10-thousand-1i Trave
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Why Wang’ s Grand Courtyard can
all over the world lies not only in that it
perfectly satisfies the requirements of

the three architectural elements of

“practicality, firmness, beautiful

appearance” but more importantly also in
that it embodies tremendous momentum and
originality in the ranges from cultural
connotation to scale and imposing manner
and from terrain selection to internal
structure design. Under the prerequisite
of compliance with courtesy system and
striving for practicality, the whole
architecture combines the gardening art
with the courtyard making skill as a whole,
both keeps the traditional style of North-

China civil residence and fully uses for

2 JIA DA YUAN
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> Chicken door of Honesty residence
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Pingweifu courtyard of Hongmen castle

TR DT 591 222 i 5 B
Both wingrooms locking
—back at embroidery building

reference the thinking train of
design of South-China gardens. Its
layout, alternation and
consistency, and its separation by
paying attention to application of
the artistic expression means of
brightness and darkness,
principles and reality, thickness
and thinness as well as lightness
and heaviness make the whole
architectural complex like gentle
and sweet music from traditional
stringed and woodwind instruments
or like loud and strong sound of
drum group, scattered here and
there and dotted with each other to
present its expression and form,
and become a superb artistic work
of civil residence architecture

immortal in the world.
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BEWFLAIE
Initial shine after
snowing in Red Gate Fort
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Architectural Complex of Red Gate Fort
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Wang's is shone upon by green hills and water
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Hidden—green garden in Red Gate Fort
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The first snow in the old yard
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Moon inviting pavilion
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Echo of beauty
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Unrestrained under heaven and ‘ At icnes ANCROREE
four blessings arriving together




5

Hf
i

DR, Jo kyorgjo momsefad/ Uy

1

/’\ /\ T

l
4

.

0

aiAdR)) Ji

)

3

o, BHFEED, SIAANE. ERES =
AR ZSANSERE/ D . BRAS. BfE.
5 B AR BHIHEIVE RN

, PIEISHN 88 . —BESAEF,
. B, HRBSPEREHUEN—E, B
TS HHBEUN PEGE R HER.
EXABRZFUSIRN “ PEEREZATE”
M “eBRES—E”. TSZNRAMEE @
NIXBER 5 KES/RAE. HIRFEWN “=/E” |
SARKE®.

T Jossfpit ) e Sy

-4 5
~ <

e
A

i

Wsed jo uorny

|

|

1%
%%'
iy =8




ki Soccess

P

|

JIA DA YUAMN

cranviie Srane
- -

a

ng at

Py
s
=




