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back corer: The throne in the Hall of Supreme
Harmony, the cercmonial seat where the cmperor
exercised the supreme power and tcok this seat on
very important occasions.
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FOREWORD

The Forbidden City was built on the ruins of the Imperial Palace of the Yuan
Dynasty in the early period of the Ming Dynasty. Construction of the palace buildings
began at a time when Zhu Di, the third emperor of the Ming Dynasty, planned to move
the capital from Nanjing to Beijing. The project was completed in the 18th year of
the Yong Le period (1420). In those days, the city of Beijing embraced the Imperial
City which again embraced the Forbidden City.

The Forbidden City is rectangular in shape and encloses an area of 720,000
square melres. Along the south-north meridian line are the main palaces, halls and
gates such as Wumen (Meridian Gate;, Taihemen {Gate of Supreme Harmony). Taihedian
(Hall of Supreme Harmony), Zhonghedian (Hall of Central Harmony). Bachedian (Hall
of Preserved Harmony}, Qianqingmen 1Gate of Heavenly Purity). Qianginggong Palace
of Heavenly Purity), Jiaotaidian (Hall of Heavenly and Earthly Union), Kunninggong
(Palace of Earthly Tranguillity). Kunningmen (Gate of Earthly Tranquillity

g cacel, Chengguangmen (Gate to Receive
the Light), Shunzhenmen {Gate of Loyalty) and Shenwumen (Gate of Divine Migh
Wumen is the south gate and Shenwumen is the north gate of the Forbidden Cit
Besides, there are the east gate called Donghuamen {Eastern Flowery Gate: and the
west gate known as Xihuamen (Western Flowery Gate). Halls, pavilions and gaileries
of different sizes are laid out symmetrically and neatly on both sides of the meridian
line. They ave characterized by a unity of style and variations in unity. The exterior
features of these buildings are vermillion walls, golden tiles and white marble
balustrades and steps. The intricate and richly embellished wooden structures are
adorned with gorgeous and magnificent painting and other decorations.

During the Ming and Qing dynasties. the Forbidden Cily was repaired and reno-
vated repeatedly because it was partially destroyed in fives, yet it retains the original
pattern and features by and large. - The gigantic group of palace buildings, preserved
so well, has no parallel anywhere in the world.

According to the Qing rulers, the Forbidden City was divided into the “outer
court” and “inner palace”. The small square in front of the Gate of Heavenly Purity
served as the boundary. To the south of the square was the “outer court” which con-
sisted of Taihedian (Hall of Supreme Harmony), Zhonghedian {Hall of Central Harmony),
Baohedian (Hall of Preserved Harmony), Wenhuadian 1Hall of Literary Glory} and
Wuyingdian {Hall of Martial Valour) where all kinds of ceremonies were held. To
the north of the square and within Qiangingmen (Gate of Heavenly Purity) was the
“inner palace” which comprised Qianqinggong (Palace of Heavenly Purity), Jiaotaidian
(Hall of Heavenly and Earthly Union), Kunninggong (Palace of Earthly Tranquillity},
Yuhuayuan (Imperial Garden), Donglivgong 1Six Eastern Courtyards, Xiliugong (Six
Western Courtyards), Cininggong (Palace of Benevolent Peace’. Ningshougong (Palace
of Peaceful Longevity), etc. There the emperor handled day-to-day political affairs and
lived and the empress, imperial concubines as well as young princes and princesses
lived. Preservation, study and exhibition of the relics in the Forbidden City have been
undertaken by the Palauce Muscum over the years. Appreciation and research are
directed to the following three aspects:

The first aspect refers to the grand and splendid group of palace buildings. It 1s.
a mammoth object of art in which one can find a wonderland with many things beyond
one's imagination.

The second aspect is pertinent to the historical remains of the Ming and Qing
imperial court. Today, Taihedian (Hall of Supreme Harmony;. Zhonghedian (ilall of
Central Harmony), Qianginggong (Palace of Heavenly Puri Jiaotaidian (Hall of
Heavenly and Earthly Union), Kunninggong (Palace of Earthly Tranquillity), Yangxindian
(Hall of Mental Cultivation), Xiliugong (Six Western Courtyards! and other places
maintain the original layoul of the Qing court as if the emperors, empresses, imperial
concubines and maids left here not long ago. In fact, they departed nearly & century
or several conturies ago.

The third aspect lies in the display of ancient works of art and handicrafis. The
age-old brilliant cultural achievements of the Chinese nation can be scen at the Hall
of Art Through the Ages, the Hall of Paintings, the Hall of Engravings, the Hall of
Bronze, the Hall of Pottery and Porcelain, the Halls of Jewels and Valvables and the
Hall of Clacks.

For more than 500 years, the Forbidden City was the resie

nce of 14 emperors

the Qing Dynasty. All these emperors, except the last emperor of the Qing Dy
issued orders and exercised the supreme imperial power from here.
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An aerial view of the Forbidden C
The overall layout of the Forbidden nnot be seen fully from the ground.
A clear view is pos e at an altitude o ral hundred metres.




The paluce buildings and gatoe 1o v aei s line 1 the
Forbidden City

From the northern part of the !
bwldings from north to south. Sk
Shanzhenmen 1Gate of Loyalts .
[ 1ghte. Qin‘andian Hall of Imperial
Kunmingmen 1Gate of Earthly Tranqualse
and Earthly Union, Quanqmegsns Vaice o
quogmen :Gate of Heavenly Puree
Harmony . Zhonghedian (Hall of
Supreme Harmony .,
Meridian Gate .

of Draco |
abl of Heavenly
« Puriny L Qan
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v and Women
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Wumen Meridian Gate-.

Wumen is the main and south gate of
the Forbidden City, sianding on the merid-
ian lie. It is in the shape of a reverse
concave. The main gate-tower 1s flanked by
wings. Because of the five towers, Wumen
is also called Wufenglou “Five Phoenix
Towerr. There was a throne in the main
tower. After a victory in war had been
gained, the emperor would come to the gate—
tower for u ceremom where “caplives of
war™ were offered to him. The bells and
drums in the galleries on either side of
the man gate-tower uged to announce the
beginning of a court audience or a colebra
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Taihemen :Gate of Supreme Har-
mony' before dawn.

During the Ming Dynasty. the em-
peror appeared in court very early every
day at Fengtianmen (Gate of Reverence
of Heavenr. now called Taihemen ‘Gate
of Supreme Harmony:. After the offi-
cials gave salutes, some of them pre-
sented memorials to the emperor. When
the carly court audience came (o an cnd.
stars were still visible, During the
Qing Dynasty. normal court audicnces
were held on the 5th. 15th and 25th days
every month. Il the emperor appeared,
the audience was given in the Hall of
Supreme Harmony,
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With water coming from the northwestern
corner of the Forbidden City, the Inner Golden
River {lows southward, wrns to the east. passes
i front of Wuyingdian ‘Hall of Martial Valour:
Taihemen (Gate of Supreme Harmony: and Wen-
suange ‘Pavilion of the Source of Literature:,
turns to the south and flows out of the south-
castern corner of the Forbidden Citv.
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The mawnGicent. Tashodian
preme Harmony |

Hall of Su-
popularly hnown as the
Hall of the Golden Throne. It is 26.92
metres 1n height and covers more than
The three - tered
staircase is 8.13 metres high. With <plendsd
interior and exterior decorations. the Hail
of Supreme Harmony is the centsal lu
ing in the Forbidden Cite, the piace where
emperacs of the Ming and (ing dynascies
beld grand ceremontes.

2370 square metres
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Dawn comes to the square 1 frunt
of the Hall of Supreme Harmony

On grand occasions, civii and mlitar
officials paid tribute 10 the emperor on
the square. During the Qing Dhaastr. ela-
rious music was plaved on such occanions,
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£©1%  The white marble terraces supporting the three great hall
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The sundial, one of the ornaments in front of the
hall, a device that shows the time by the shadow of a
hronze rod on the scaled stone dial.
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The stone pavilion. one of the ornaments in front
of the hall, houses five ancient standard measuring
instruments—yue thalf a decilitre), ge 1 decilitre:,
sheng 11 litre;, dou 1 decalitrei and hu 110 dow.
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The 1mperial guard of honour had more than 660
articles such as umbrellas, fans, long narvow flags and
flags. The picture shows flags used by the guard of honour.
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Wit A casket, spil pot.

of honour,

washing basin and .
water pol used in the imperial guard
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The fan, hattle-axe and leopard-tailed spear used
in the 1mperial guard of honour
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The gilded bronze utensil, scented
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The gilded bronze chime of bells played in the shao
music, The shao music was a kind of court music played
whenever the emperor came to or left the throne.
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The jiangu, a kind of drum used in the shao music.
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The large bell used in the sheo music.
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The stone-chime played in the sheo music.
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lacquer in the Hall of Supreme Harmony.
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A page of the painting Guang Xw's Grand Wed-
dmg. The page shows the emperor getting ready a
rood many gifts and sending his envoys off in front
of the Hall of Supreme Harmony before the grand
wedding party.
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Details of the carved wooden throne with golden




