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EDITOR'S PREFACE

'Light on Dark Matter', held from 10~14 June 1985 in the Dutch
seaside resort of Noordwijk, was the first international conference
devoted Lo the results of the all-sky survey by the US-Dutch-UK
Infra-Red Astronomical Satellite (IRAS). As such, it was a hommage to
the scientists, engineers and technicians who conceived, built and
operated this extremely successful satellite. That this was generally
felt to be the case, was proven by the large number of participants
(over 200 from seventeen different nations), the lively discussions,
and the great variety of topics presented during the meeting. All
this not withstanding a typical Dutch summer: gale-force winds, heavy
cloud cover, and meter-high surf crashing onto a beach on which only
the hardy ventured. Most participants contented themselves by
watching the lonely seagulls patrolling the North Sea coastline
through the panoramic windows of the conference center.

Parallel to the IRAS Conference, a Workshop on Infrared
Properties of Interstellar Grains was organized by J.M, Greenberg of
the Leiden Laboratory Astrophysics Group: a busy shuttling of
participants between the Workshop room and the Main Conference Hall
showed that many found it hard to choose.

A large number of people were involved in making the Conference
a success: in the first place the scientific organizers with their
valuable advice and the conference speakers, among which I would like
tc mention Dr. J.H. Van der Waals, who opened the Conference on
behalf of the Royal Dutch Academy of Sciences (KNAW), and Cr. F.J.
Low who delivered a magnificent Grand Conference Lecture on the
history of astronomical infrared research open to the public.

Then there were the many participants putting up and explaining
their posters, the members of the local organizing committee
(especially Wanda van Grieken (Leiden) en Theo Jurriéns (Groningen)
who did a magnificent job of handling respectively the voluminous
administration and the complex finances) and the members of the local
assistance committee, many of the latter being students who did not
hesitate to sacrifice their spare time in crder to run an almost
continuous minibus service between Noordwijk and Leiden. Thanks are
alsc due to the hotel Huis ten Duin personnel, who for the first time
since the renewal of their resort hosted an international conference
and to the staff of the Restaurant Allemansgeest who came up with a
superb conference diner. The conference poster was generously
supplied by Fokker Aeospace Industries, and I would like to thank in
particular Drs. R. van Duinen and B. Baud for their help and advice.

Editing a conference proceedings is not easy! It always takes up
more time than evern a pessimist would think. I would like to thank
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all authors for their contributions, especially the few who actually
sent in their papers on time. At the conference, IRAS data were
liberally interpreted. Unfortunately, several authors also liberally
interpreted the guidelines for camera-ready copy. For this reason my
special thanks go to Anke van Vuuren and Marcel Bey for efficiently
dealing with a massive (re)typing job. Thanks also go to the Leiden
Astronomy Department and the Groningen Laboratory for Space Research
for supplying the necessary manpower and support.

Finally, the Organizing Committee gratefully acknowledges
finanecial support by the Royal Dutch Academy of Sciences (KNAW), the
Leiden Kerkhoven-Bosscha Fund (LKBF), the Netherlands Agency for
Aerospace Programs (NIVR) and the Dutch Foundation for Space Research
(SRON) .

They can be assured that the money spent has been paid back with
considerable scientific interest.

Frank P. Israég&l
Leiden, December 1985

WORKSHOP PREFACE

The frequent "standing room only" attendant of the Interstellar
Dust Workshop was our measure of its success. We owe a debt of
gratitude to the speakers who inspired very lively discussions by
presenting clear and provocative lectures. Even though the topics
covered were quite varied, they maintained a clear connection with
many of the important aspects of the IRAS symposium. I should like
particularly to express my thanks to Liesbeth van der Poel for her
invaluable assistance in the organization of the meeting and to my
wife Naomi who added a tone of pleasant informality at our house by
arranging and giving a dinner for many of the symposium and workshop
participants.

J.M. Greenberg
Leiden, December 1985
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