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Abstract

This article mainly concentrates on the music culture of Cantonese speaking
Boat Dwellers in Guangdong and Guangxi provinces. “Boat Dwellers” is a special
group which is almost disappeared, and is presently distributed along the southeast of
China, such as Guangdong, Guangxi, Fujian, Hainan, and Hong Kong, Macau.
Historically, they lived in boats on the river and the sea, which formed a particular
way of producing, living and a kind of traditional culture upon the water, and has
lasted for more than two thousand years. The Cantonese speaking Boat Dwellers live
mostly across Guangdong and Guangxi provinces. Over the course of their history,
their music culture accumulated a variety of song types and unique styles, which have
singular characteristics. However, it has gotten little attention from the music
researchers, because it has always been in the “peripheral” area out of the Han culture
and mainstream culture. In the recent years, the music culture of this group is
disappearing more rapidly because of the constant coming of modern ways of
producing and living. This article will try to fill in the blank of this research through
systematically clarifying, recording specific songs, and deeply studying this music
phenomenon that is almost died-out.

The article emphasizes on-the-spot recording and description based on the field

research according to Musical Ethnography techniques, and makes the further

explanation as follows:

Introduction

Discussion of the purpose, the significance, the range and the research subject of
the article, the fruits of other research, the references, the material source, the
arrangement logic and the definitions of related concepts.
Chapter 1

A general introduction of the four aspects: The historical origin, the ancestral

root, the characteristics and a general description of the Boat Dwellers.
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Chapter 2

An introduction about the culture-ecological background—the culture areas of
Cantonese speaking Boat Dwellers in Guangdong, Guangxi and other places—on
which the research objects here rely, through the indicating of the geographies, history,
producing and living customs, society conditions and the religion faiths, etc.
Chapter 3

The consecutions on the history and the development progression about the
researching object through summarizing the historical literature, and also describe the
present investigations and the individual cases on the basis of the field researches.
Chapter 4

The introduction and the analysis on the musical elements and the relationships
among them in music life of the Cantonese speaking Boat Dwellers in Guangdong
and Guangxi.
Chapter 5

Analysis on the musical forming characters of the native Cantonese speaking
Boat Dwellers in Guangdong and Guangxi, from the ways of forms, modes, melodies,
meters, rthythms and lyrics, etc.
Chapter 6

Observation of the cultural characters through various dimensionalities, to
explain the sights of geography, community, and the dynamic moving in the music

culture of the Cantonese speaking Boat Dwellers.

It comes to a conclusion through the text researching of the music culture of the
Cantonese speaking Boat Dwellers in Guangdong and Guangxi provinces that, as a
kind of peripheral culture, it has always been adjusting with the demands from the
politics, economy and humanity, and staying in the process of communication,
interaction, impact, even conformity with the mainstream culture, other peripheral

cultures, and other new cultures.

Key Words: Boat Dwellers; Boat Dwellers’ songs in Cantonese; Music-culture
system; The scape of music
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