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EHEEIEE The Development of the Museum
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Hong Kong Museum of History at its former premises in Star 6] A6 L RS ETE MR A

House, Tsimshatsui
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“The Flora of Hong Kong™ exhibition at its former premises
in Star House.



The Hong K

Mscums under e

was established in Julv 1975w

v Museum and Art Gall

the Museurn of History, and placing the

TN

of rented space an st House, Tam-
shatsui. The museum was moved 101t present femporary

premises an Kowloon Park in 1963

The: present museum S were U

uildings, blocks 61 and 0.2, within Kowloon

Park, The exhibition block has only rwo floors of exhibition
space totalling 520m”. Construction of the museum's exten-
sion building in between the two blocks began in 1988, With
the opening of the extension building w the public in July
1989, the museum’s exhibition space had increased t©
1520m*. Other museum facilities include a 100-seat lequre

hall and an activities room where diversified museum educa-

il services are provided

where visitors can purchase: museum

museunt bookst

handbooks and cother Urban Council publ

I addition 1o the man complex,

i facilities in Block 58, anather barrack baildi

SUpport

nses e man

the southern end of Kowloon Park, which |

tion section. The conserya

museum store and the conse

anced Bacilities wo dizgnose

non section i eouipped with ady

and arrest the deterioration of cultural objects and provess

b will enable them 1o last s long as possi

them in

ble

g museum office and galleries in Rowloon

The ¢
Park are only temporary. The permanent Hong Kong,

sl East,

v will be buill an a sie a Tsim

Muscum of His
adjacent to the Science Museum, and has been listed as Phase

1 o the His and Science Museum |
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The new extension buiiding of the present premises,

completed in June 1989



R R Museum Collections
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Painted pottery dish with
perforated ring foot from
Chung Hom Wan
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Collection of Hong Kong
butterflies

The Museum has, through generous donations from the

public, acquisiions from local and overseas and above all.

active fieldwork, built up a sizable collection of objeas

relared 1o the history of Hong Kong in the past decide.
Historical obpeas colleaed range from invaluable

philarelic items and coins 1o old account books and commer-

cial leners rescucd from dusthins, from an arrowhead 10 a

peaktram. In general, the collections in the Museum can b

dividedl into the following broad cuegories archacology,

i matural bistory

local history, ethnogr.
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Archaeological excavation at Lung Kwu
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Presening ancient rock canvings in replicas
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Bronze knife, bronze axe
and casting mould for
bronze axe excavated from
Lantau Island and Lamma
Island
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Pottery pot with net design
from Man Kok Tsui, Lantau
Istand
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Bronze halberd from Tai

Wan, Lamma lsland, Fr.
Finn collection
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Bronze dagger with design
of human face, collected
from Shek Pik, Lantau
lsland
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Pattery ewer with net

design from Chaoyang, Fr.
Maglioni collection




Archaeological Collections

There are three major archacolog ullections in the

loni Collecton ol finds was

Museum. The well-known Mag
built up cver @ period of some twenty vears from the 19305
W 1950 by Fro Rafsel Maglioni (1891-1953) who had
examined, collected, and studied onnes of prehistoric mate
rial from the southeast coast of China, mainly from the
Haifeny district abour 150km cast of Hong Kong, The eniire

collection was donaed w0 the Government by the: Roman

Catholic Church and was transferred w our Museum in 1975,

The Fr. Finn collection of antiguities represents an

important part of the prehistoric finds unearthed in the

19308 bw Rev. D). Finn, 5.1 1886-1936 b on Lamma Iskind. The
collection s heing held on permanent loan from the Tong
Rong Vice-Prowinee of the Socien of Jesus

Since 1978, the Musceum has become the official custo-
dian of the Central Archaeological Repository which was
estahlished under the Amiguities and Monuments Ordinance
enacted in 1970 1o keep all the amtiquities discovered or exca-
vated in Hong kong: The Repository has grosn eapidly in

recent vears with the merease of archacological activities due

e imensive urban development which has threatened

number of archacological sites necessitating rescue excava-

fens

Together these collections form a - comprehensive

record of archaeological materials pertining to Hong Kong,
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Song dynasty green-glazed dish from Sham Wan Tsuen,

Chek Lap Kok

8

representing @ history of human activities from the neolithic
period w the recent past. covering a time span of about 6000

vears. In addinion, the Museum holds a considerable amount

of antiquities from variows sources uncovered before the
19705, some of which are of grea significance in the study of
our distant st Access o the Museum archacological collec-
tions s granted 10 bona fide scholars and research workers
onapplication. & part of these collections fearres in the
standing permunent exhibition on Hong Kong history, others

are put on displiy on a rotational and thematic hasis.
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Pottery cup with painted design from Chung Hom Wan, late
neafithic period
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Ku — shaped pottery beaker from Haifeng, Fr. Maglioni
collection
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Tang dynasty pottery um from Shek Kong, New Tarritories
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Ming dynasty blue and while sherds from Panny's Bay,
Lartau lsland
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A letter dated 23 November 1845 from Lt D.B.
Collinson, a Royal Engineer, to his mother
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Chinese silver ingots




BRI

i

/

g Al B S R - AF i¥

R RSN & Y o

i

4 A7 S AF
HOfeR A
gk T - e

SN FLEEAEE

FaN
F—RRAEFHRE, —NALF
The First Opium War medal, 1842
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The Praya looking east in the mid 1860z
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Famale member badges of the Royal Hong Kong Jockey
Club, 19405




Local History Collections
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‘Wall telephone c 1930
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Victory Issue of 1946 to mark the liberation of Hong Kong
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Chinese-English dictionary for Chinese traders
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Through active acquisitions and public donatons, the

Museum i building up its various collections on local history

which illustrate the rapid development of |

early s, The fscinating collection of Europe

Chinese junk models marks the first sage of Hong Kong's

development in the second half of the 19th «

ury when

maritime trade predominated. The model of the historic junk

“Reving” is alsoin this collection

Variows facets of Bfe in Hong kong are depicted in our
extensive archives of photographs dating from the 1860,

whi

e consist of

wer MNN prints and posteands: A selection

of these photographs has been published i two museum
|

vand “The
sets. Other

handbooks entithed “Hong Kong 1060 Years A

Heng Kong Album as well as two photogy

items of local historical inerest ranging from models of
importan rural architecure to rubbings of historical inscrip-
tions, ancient boundary and road direction stones, bridge
and temple mblets, and cannons are constantly being added
1o this collection.

The section dealing with the history of local postal
services has been well esablished with a nucleus collection
of Hong kong stunps, and is wellknown for its comprehen-
siveness, Besides, the Museam takes pride in its currency

collection which comprises notonly local notes and coins but



also these of Macau and Guangdong to give 2 more detailed
picture of the economic and political situation of the Hong
Kong region.

As for local wransport, the Museum has been able 1o start
building up its collection with the acquisition of a rickshaw
and the generous donation of an old Peak Tram car and KCRC
coach 313. It is envisaged thar buses and tramcars will also be
added 1w the collection,

As for documentary material, the historical archive of
the Museum has grown rapidly in recent years. The archive
consists of records and documnents on commerce, education
and industry, etc. covering different periods. Research mate-
rial has been supplemented by an Oral History Projea
through which more than 100 informants from various social
sectors contributed marratives on their personal experiences
from the 1930s to the Japanese occupation period (1941-
1945).
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Hatf dollar siver coin,
1866
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Hoklo child's collar
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Cantonese rod puppet character: “xiaocsheng” (young male)
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Dish decorated with
butterfies




Ethnographical Collections

Through ethnographical research projects, active field
work, purchases and donations, the Museum has built up i
significant collection of materials of the local ethnic groups
which tncludes village household furniture, basketry and
wensils, farming and fishing gear and folk arts and crafts
such as puppets and printing woodblocks

Thirteen muodels of the fastdisappearing traditional
junks farmerly operating in local waters were huilt by old
Chinese shipwrights who possess experience of building
according o rule of thumb, These models together with trad-
tional fishing gear collected, illustrate one of Hong Kong's

aldest industrics.
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