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Preface

Thanks to the creative powers of Heaven and Earth, Xingtai gets a graceful landscape and long-standing historical civilization.

Xingtai, also named “the city of OX”, lies in the south of Hebei province. In the west it controls the entrance to Taihang Mountains,
in the east it has free passage by the waterway of Fuyang River, in the north it faces the gateway of Beijing and Tianjin, and in the
south it can get reaps from the plentiful central plains. So this place had a good reputation in the history, what is known as: lying by the
Yuanshui Rive, a place where the capital of Xiang Kingdom lay, backing by mountains as the natural barriers, people here living in
plenty on so rich land.

Xingtai is an old city with 3500 years' civilization. When mankind appeared, here was fertile fields of China. In Shang Dynasty, Zu
Yi moved his capital to this place, Ji Ju was granted the titie of marquis here in Western Zhou Dynasty; Shi Le . king of Kingdom
Houzhao, set his capital here«-«-- The special geographical conditions and rich natural materials grant Xingtai with good development
conditions. Year in year out, the native of Xingtai, who have labored, lived and multiplied on this land, have created numerous
remarkable miracles with their untiring hands and endless wisdom. They make brilliant contributions to Chinese civilization. Many
outstanding figures, whose achievements will shine through the ages, emerged from here. Among them there were famous states-
men and strategists including Shi Le, Wei Zheng, Songjing, Gue Wei, Chai Rong. Liu Bingzhong; famous scientists like Monk Yixing,
Guo Shoujing; medical scientist, Bian Que as well as some farmer leaders in history such as Zhang Jiao. Zhao Sanduo and Jing
Tingbin.

Xingtai is a place pregnant with beauty and productive of talent. The hills here are grand, precipitous, fantastic and beautiful. the
rivers here are clear, quiet and long. As for historical sites and famous people, they and their stories are universally acclaimed. So Fan
Chengda, the well-known poet of Song Dynasty, couldn't help giving his high praise, “Xingzhou is shone at the foot of Taihang
Mountains, like ranges of mist-covered spiral shells with purple jadeite floating on them.”

Since the PRC was founded, Xingtai has met great changes in every fields. Especially since the policy of reforming and opening
was carried out, Xingtai has got quick and health development, its industry is distinguished for the local features, its private business
is becoming stronger and stronger. The construction of democratic rights and legal system are advancing steadily while numerous
and significant results have been seen on spiritual civilization. The city has formed a complete system in function and the level of
urbanization is promoted with each passing day. Xingtai is becoming a new industrial city in North China Plain and it is like a bright
pearl inlaid on the land of northern Hebei.

In the new century, the municipal Party committee and government are paying high attention to reforming and opening, they are
making great efforts to improve developing environment. We cordially welcome guests and friends abroad and at home for economic
and technical interchange. investment and sightseeing here. Let's join our hands to create a magnificent prospects of Xingtai City.

Secretary of CPC Xingtai Municipal Committee: Dong Jingwei
Mayor of People's Government of Xingtai City: Zhang Hongyi
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Introduction to Xingtai

The city of Xingtai is 380 kilometers away to the right south of Beijing, western Xingtai is at the foot of
Taihang Mountains and borders on Shanxi province, in the east it is apart from Shandong province by
Wei River, to its north are Shijiazhuang and Hengshui and its southern border is connected with Handan,
ancient capital of Kingdom Zhao. Its total area is 12,486 square kilometers (completed urban area is 42.
5 square kilometers) and population 6.68 million (600000 people are in urban district). Xingtai is a
prefecture-level city directly under the province and it has jurisdiction over three districts (Qiaodong,
Qiaoxi and Dacaozhuang) two county-level cities (Shahe and Nangong) and fifteen counties (Xingtai,
Lincheng, Neigiu, Baixiang, Longyao, Renxian, Nanhe, Ningjin, Julu, Xinhe, Guangzong, Pingxiang,
Qinghe, Linxi and Weixian). Xingtai lies on the joint of Taihang Mountains and North China Plains, and
its physical feature is high in the west and low in the east. The landforms are mountain (1/5), hill(1/10)
and plain(7/10) ranging from the west to east. The average height of western mountain area is 100-
1000 meters above sea level with the highest peak 1,822 meters, while the eastern section, which is
part of North China Plains, is less than 100 meters above sea level. The climate in Xingtai is a temper-
ate continental monsoon one, it is damp and hot in the same season and four seasons are obvious, the
annual average temperature here is 12-14 degrees centigrade with frost-free period 177-205 days.
Annual precipitation here is 530 millimeters and the total water resources are 1.703 billion cubic meters.
Xingtai's mineral resources are very rich, it has over 30 kinds of minerals such as coal, iron, magnesite,
graphite, marble, cyanite, gypsum, porcelain clay and carborundum etc, among them, reserves of cya-
nite top first in our country and the resources of porcelain clay and gypsum are the richest in North
China. Farm and sideline products are all in readiness, crops maialy growing here are wheat, cotton,
maize, peanut and bean. So Xingtai has the name of "natural granary and cotton sea". Dried and fresh
fruits mainly include walnut, Chinese chestnut, apple, persimmon, red date, Chinese wolfberry and
apricot etc. Xingtai has advantages in transportation, Beijing-Guangzhou Railway, Beijing-Jiulong Railway,
Beijing-Shenzhen Expressway, No 106 and 107 National Highway pass through from its south to north
and Yinchuan-Qingdao Expressway, Xingtai-Weixian Expressway, Xingtai-Heshun Highway, Xingtai-
Zuoquan Highway and Xingtai-Xiyang Highway cross from its east to west. The city of Xingtai has
perfect communication facilities, program-controlled telephone has been used in the whole area, infor-
mation services such as Internet are developing in step with the coastal developed areas. Economic
and social undertakings are growing strongly and becoming more prosperous.
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History of Xingtai

Xingtai has a long and glorious history and it can be tracked 1o 3500 years ago. In remote ages, it was one of the major places which
Chinese ancestor Lived-in.It is said that Yao Legendary sage king in ancient China abdicated and handed over the crown to Shun on a
mount named Dalu,which now lies in the west of Xingtai.So historical data said that this place was “Yao's fief ,Shun’s area and Yu's country”

When mankind entered into the civilized times, this place had seen four kingdoms founded and'three capitals seated here. The 17th

century BC, clansmen of Jing {or Xing} from a Jiang’s family, who had originally fived-in western China, moved towards the east.first they
went to Xinggiu where now.northem Henan is, then they came to southern Hebei, here they named the place after their name of clan,i.e.Jing
that is Xingtai now called .The 15th century BC, Zuyi, emperor-of Shang Dynasty,had ever seated his capital here until six generations later
Emperor Pan’geng moved the capital to Yin.The times lasted for more than 100 years . The 10th centary BC saw Emperor Cheng of Zhou
Dynasty granted this place to Ji Ju, so Kingdom Xing came into being: 475 BC, Xiangzi Zhao was granted Xing as his manor, then he allied
with others to capture Xing and moved his capital here, so this place also was named Xiang. In year 319, King Shile founded his Kingdom
Zhao and seated the capital here.

Ancient Xingtai also saw the first emperor of Yuan Dynasty be granted itles, as well as many peasant uprisings originated here.
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The graceful legend of Xingtai

Long fong ago,there was a couple in Xingtai. They worked day and night,with slash-and-burn cultivation,
fished and hunted,and moved the God at last,who Sent supernatural ox to the people. Hitherto, product
and population became more and more properous with the days going,and the pecple built the city and
town to'live and work in peace and contentment, But soon flood happened to attack.At this moment,the
supernatural ox bent and lay on the citywall,struggled for the flood with the magic.And the city became
firmly cohen the flood fierce,the boat went up when the water rose.So flood did no harmless to the
common people.Therefore,the city— “OX city” was named after this heroic thing by descendants to
gratitude for the supernaturat OX.

Looking down at it,the entire shape of the city is like a giant resting OXfacing south,with its body 4.5
kilometres long,1.5 kilometres wide,around it are city moat and wall.

In 1983, Xingtai People’s Government statued for the supernatural OX,built up its public image, which
meant to call up all the people of the city to encourage themselves vigorously with supernatural OX's
spirit of persistence and dauntlessness,and to strive to develope Xingtai Vigorously.
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The Bright Civilization of Shang and Zhou
Dynasty ,

The history oL Xingtaiis j0ng has 2 distant SOurce ang
along stream,is one cfthe-majoronginated land-at the
civilization of Shang-zhou Dynasty According to the many
rermaing of Shang Dynasty in the Xianxian Ruins on the
urban east.Gejia zhuang ruins,and the exhibition centre
oEXingtabwa-could- deduce the-rough lay outor Xingdt:
around about Shang Emperor-Zuyl moved 1o xing-the pai=
ace located-in-the eity-centre the-residence-district-on
the west the handicraff workshop on the east which was
fhe embryonic form ol eanly ciyin Ching DISIOry and-re=
ftacted the highly-wisdom of the ancignt paopie of ouf
country:

There are - type and-—H - fype-big gravesin
Gejiazhuang westin Wesl-Zhou Dynasty. These 5 graves
had-hollowsto-bury-vehicie-horses followed oneofwhich
had niot only vehicle-hiorse hollows In the south-of tomb,
but-alse sixearriages-on the-lomb passagesmoreveritne
decorations of vehicles were faifly exguisite in addition:
some relics ware unsarihed such-as-some prmitive
proeciaim wares,potiery.jade artide and bronze especially
a-jade to wear, is faitly-similario the onesinsthe dinhou
grave-in Shanxi Province.and which-proved sufficiently
the developed level of the focatciviiization-at thattime.
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Story about Shagiu In History

Platform site of Shaqiu palace, which-was the first royal paface in Chinese history, lies in Dapingtai of Guangzong County Xingtal.

In Shang Dynasty, the femporary dwelling palace was built here, “lake of wine™ and “forests of meat” were sourced from here. itwasrecorded by
Yin's Own History from Record of Historian that King Zhou built Shagiu platform:.---«He had a ball with accompaniment at Shagiu, made a iake ¢t
wine and hang meat as forest, then made men and naked chase-each otheramong it, all the-night he drank and enjoyed this game. King-Zhou was
excessively fond of drinking and decadent music and acted recklessly so that Shang Dynasty was ruined in his hand,

During the period of Warring States, King Waling of Zhao, who was famous forreforming dress for arrow-shooting in history, was pinned down
by his son, King Huiwen at Shagju palace and starved o death after over seven months.Becauge in his later years. he deposed-hiseldestsonand
set another one that caused civil strife.

210 years BC, the first emperor of Qin went on an inspection four, but he fell iltin halfway. In July, he reached Shagit and-died-here-Huhai his
second-son. Li Si, the Prime minister and Zhao Gao, the sunuch didn't-announce-his-death-and made a faultimperial io set Huharcrown-prince-and
depose Fusu.

Since Qin and Han Dynasties, the site of Shagiu palace had been a place of interests, many scholars and poets came here for visiting and
pondering onthe past and recited.poetry with acadence aboutiit-Stuch famous poem-as:"Shagit-was fullof King Wuling's aternatregret, Fromthen
on his heroic name went away.” “Once a lot of delicious food was put on this platform, Now the bell from wild temple sounds sorrow at night” During
the period of Kangxi Emperor in Qing Bynasty, We Cunli, Guangzong County magistrate; composed a poem named Recaling Antiguity-at Shagia
Palace, which could be considered the representative work. It said, “in my spare time, | came here 1o visit and ponder on the past, Sesing only
handful of earih left. (Monarchs) Having thought fo-gain the everything by war, Butthey gotnothing only regretiul fears-Zu Long couldn'traalize his
achievement and left pity, Zhu Fu's ambitions aiso fell through here. Now only the hazy moon over the barren hiliock | fs still shining quist
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Scientific HugE Sigr—Guoshoujing
Guo Shoujind( 12 34B) another name Ruosi.He was born in Xingtai and was a outstanding
astronomer theg@xpertbiyater & &nservancy,mathematician and instrument making expert in Yuan
Dynasty. Mgré thafi- 10 Behiyenients of far-away is in the world level in science and technology of
Guo smm,mg have been eeomubmf’n for'the whole human scientific cause.In 1960s’,Chinese
Muyslry of Post and Teﬁc lg: ation oup d two commemorative stamps to respect Guo
gShou;mg a annular mouni‘aia oLt mo r(}vdzsb-mda and & littlestar with serial number of No.2012
of Imemauonaf Z\_tronomy in 1970s".
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