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Application

Viewing the Video—Precisely

Write

B Tell students that they are about to see a
documentary about Mary Lynch, who is a
free-lance technical writer. Clearly, effec-
tive writing skills are essential to her
success.

B Have students read Viewing the Video—

Precisely Write and think about the ques-

tion raised as they watch the videodisc
segment.

B Show the Precisely Write segment (Chap-

ter 20) of the videodisc. (6:42)
Precisely Write

Search 3467, Play To 15536

Post-Viewing Questions
B Ask students to tell you what they saw in
the segment.

B Then have students work as a class to
answer the Post-Viewing Questions. They
appear as still frames at the end of Pre-
cisely Write on the videodisc.

Precisely Write: Discussion Question 1

Search Frame 15537

Precisely Write: Discussion Question 2

Search Frame 15538

Precisely Write: Discussion Question 3

Search Frame 15539

Students might respond:

Question 2: Her audience is both the con-

sumer of the product and the manufac-
turer of the product, who needs to be
protected from the possibility of lawsuit.

Communication 2000

Trying It Out SEEELk

Viewing the Video—Precisely Write

In the next segment of the video, you will meet someone who has
made a successful career out of technical writing. Mary Lynch is
a free-lance technical writer who runs her own company, Pre-
cisely Write, in the Chicago area. As you watch the segment, ask
yourself,

“What kinds of problems is her writing intended to solve?”

Technical writer Mary Lyﬁh and a graphic artist check the accuracy of a
structural diagram for a thermostat.

Post-Viewing Questions

After you have watched the video segment, answer the following
questions:

n What kinds of problems is Mary's document about thermo-
stats intended to solve?

H Who is the audience for the document she is writing about
thermostats? (Be careful. This question is more complicated
than it seems.)

H How does Mary explain her success as a technical writer?

Be prepared to share your answers with the class.









“Easy as Apple Pie” Instructions

Jor
(Fill in the task to be performed)

Instructions Cautions/Hints Graphics
Tools you will need:

Materials you will need:

Advance preparations:

Step 1.

Step 2.
Step 3.
Step 4.
Step 5.
Step 6.
Step 7.
Step 8.

To test your results:

Instructions for using the form:

@ In the first column, list the materials and tools needed for the task; then outline the steps needed to accomplish it;
finally, describe your plan to test for success at the end.

8 In the second column, note any cautions or hints to avoid mistakes. (Examples: “Be sure to insert the tape with the
arrow pointing toward the back of the VCR.” “Heat only to the boiling point; then remove from heat. Rapid boiling
causes curdling.”)

® In the third column, note any graphics that might be used to clarify your written instructions. You may either sketch
them or use a computer drawing program to include them in your final copy.

Module 3, Lesson 1



Extension Going Further A%y

Have students choose and complete one of

the activities listed in Going Further.
e ¥ M Choose a card or board game that you know how to play or a

simple pencil-and-paper game such as “tic-tac-toe.” Imagine
that you work for the company that markets the game and -
that you are assigned the task of writing the instructions that
come in the box. Assume that your audience has never played
before. Write the instructions, and include diagrams to illus-
trate them.

B Without using a map, write the directions for getting from
your school to your home for a classmate who is new to your
community and doesn’t know the location of streets or land-
marks. Assume that the student is traveling by car. Then write
a second set of directions for a student who must travel by
bus or other public transportation.

B Develop a poster with instructions for operating the soft drink
or candy machine in your school. If you have studied a foreign
language or if your native langnage is not English, make the
poster bilingual. Create exit instructions for a fire drill, in-
cluding werds and arrows for exits nearest to classrooms.

Be prepared to share your responses with the class.

Communication 2000









“Foul Shot” by Edwin Hoey and “The Free “Foul Shot” by Edwin Hoey and
Throw” by Larry Bird with John Bischoff “The Free Throw” by Larry Bird

; with John Bischoff
i n language used to entertain and lan-
The differences betwee guag B Ask students to think about the questions

guage used to .mform (?l‘ explam bec("‘me very CI,?ar in th? bwo se- that appear at the beginning of the section,
lections you will read in this lesson: “Foul Shot” by Edwin Hoey as they read or listen to the two selections.
" 3 3 3
and “The Free Throw by Larry Bird with John Bischoff. B Have students read the texts. Alternatively,
. : : you may want to read the selections to
As you read the fqllowmg selections about basketball, think them assign them as homework, or have
about these questions: them listen to the audiocassette readings
. . . . of the two selections while following along
Il What is the writer’s purpose in creating each piece? in their guides.
X M Words that might be unfamiliar to your
How does the purpose affect what you learn or take away studonts are dofined in the margine

from each text?

What role are you invited to play in each selection?

Meet Edwin Hoey
Edwin Hoey grew up in Chillicothe, a small town in Ohio.

His poem “Foul Shot" grew out of experiences he had in the eighth grade.
He and his friends liked to go to high school basketball games and sit in the
balcony behind one of the backboards. Whenever one of their hometown
Cavaliers had a foul shot, the boys would start chanting, “Concentrate
hummmm...concentrate hummmm...”

Unlike many of today’s fans, Hoey and his friends did not try to distract
foul shooters on the other team. “The idea was to encourage our shooter,” he
says. “However, the fact that we attracted the attention of assorted eighth-
grade girls in the vicinity was not exactly incidental to all the noise we made.”

Many years later, as editor of Read magazine, he wanted to write a poem
about basketball. His memory of chanting over the Cavalier at the foul line
led him to write about a player faced with a crucial shot.

Module 3, Lesson 2
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