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The New Revised System of Classification for Chinese Mei Cultivars

Chen Junyu
{ College: of Landscape Architecture. Beijing For. Umv. . 100083, P.R. China}

ABSTRACT Mei flower cultivars { Prunus mume cv.) have been long cultivated and appreciated by
the Chinese people since ancient times. They are especially admired for their extra-early hlooming ~eason
( mostly in February to March in Central and Kast China), their cold resistance, and their genetic diversi-
ty shown by abundance of cultivars. Beginning since 1943, the sysiem of classification has heen revised
several times. Until recently, 323 cultivar have been described and classified. They are classified ac-
cording o the so-called “Dual Classification System”, i.¢. both evolutionary and developmental 1endency
as well as practical application and morphological charactenstics are considered with the fonner of firsl
consideration. Here, three degrees of criteria from the most important to the least are used. Thu~, “origi-
nal specific constitution” or “specific germplasm system” is the firsl-class criterium, viz. , True Mume
Branch { true Prunus mume ), Apricot Mei Branch { Hybrids between P. mume and P. armeninea or P
sibirica) and Blireiana Branch (F; of P. cerasifera cv. Pissardiix P. mume ). Among the Trae Mume
Rranch, scveral groups mainly classified according to second-class criteriunm—the gesture of branches.
viz. Upright Mei Group, Pendulous Mei Group, and Tortuous Dragon Group. And the 3rd-class criterium
is flower characteristics {including flower size, degree of doubleness, petal color, sepal color. number of

carpels ete. ). The latest system represented in A Revised Key for Classifying Chinese Mei Flower Culti-
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A Revised Key for Classifying (Specific)Branches, Groups and Forms of Chinese Mei Flowers
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