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Preface

Xu Baoqing

Art is a creative activity.

Following the period of the Six Dynasties (225-589) in China and Greek civilization in the West, the world of art has
been filled with vigor and vitality , as if spring has come. In the aftermath of the violent transition from the old to the new,
and the collision between East and West, Chinese traditional culture has developed, transformed, blended and reconstruct-
ed. Many men of deep insight have made great efforts to find a way of critically assimilating and making the past serve the
present, and adopted a dialectical attitude of understanding the forefathers’ thoughts but not following their footprints blind-
ly. By so doing, they are creating a new situation of contemporary art in which the students not only learn from, but surpass
their teachers; the successors excel the predecessors. Or, as the following two Chinese idioms put it. “Blue is extracted from
the indigo but bluer than the latter. ” “Ice is solidfied of water but is colder than the latter. ” Meanwhile in attaching impor-
tance to a sense of beauty, emphasizing the effort of brush and ink and paying attention to the forms of art, they have
reached the same goal by different routes. So tradition and creation, following and surpassing is, in reality a genuine reflec-
tion of the gradual development of an artistic history. Such great masters of painting as Shi Tao, Qi Bai-shi of China and
Vincent Van Gogh, Picasso of the west can all be called forerunners in the course of historical evolution.

Located in Confucius birthplace, the Art Department of Qufu Normal University is particularly favoured by her loca-
tion where good products from the earth and outstanding people are nature’s treasures. Here imparting knowledge to and ed-
ucating people is her aim, with assimilating foreign artistic achievements and developing the national culture as her duty ;
with basic training as main teaching practice, she has been cultivating a spirit of “having an insatiable desire to learn and
being tireless in teaching. ” In this rich cultural heritage she has been mining the precious deposits of the past to serve the
present. During the prosperous period of magnificent art production, she has been improving the ability to appreciate
art. Day after day over ten years she has worked conscientiously to train a great number of qualified art-workers for soci-
ety, and done her utmost to seek a way to a higher artistic realm between history and reality. In doing so she has advanced
with pride and enthusiasm, although she hesitated and worried ; she has felt happy and gay with success, although she experi-
enced pain with failure. The contents of this picture album are by no means the brilliant achievements of our artistic explo-
ration, but only the first cobble stones.

According to a Chinese saying “A bird sings to call forth a friend’s response. ” today we have dedicated the picture al-
bum “A Collection of Chicps ”  to our fellow workers in the artistic circle with a desire to obtain help and support
and arouse their understanding and sympathetic response. On the occasion of this publication I have prefaced this picture al-

bum with the above few words.
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29. M 29. No Title
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¥ M 10, P51 f st 10. A Legend About the Banping Mountain
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