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PREFACE

-

This meterial "THE ESSENTIAL POINTS OF
LINGUISTICS" brings together selected materials
with which, I hope, the students of English
may get a rough, if not brief, understanding
of some rudimentary knowledge of general
Linguisticse Such & purpose -determines
the way of compiling the tesching meterisl.

A1l the same, these selections must be slight
end Scrappy, and no doubt there must bé faults
or mistekes. I sincerely welccllie criticisms
from my colleegues and my students. 7The re-
ference books concerned ere s follows:
~ "How Language Works"---M.E. Heatherington
"General Linguisties (An Introductery Survey)"
——ReH.RObins
"Tntroduction to Linguisties" ——R. Wardhaugh
"Introduction to Theoreticel Linguistics™®
 =~=John Lyors -
"The Essentials ef Linguistic Science®

-~=ReTe Nasar
"yhet Is Linguistics?" ——=S«H. Eegin
"Isnguage and Linguistics (An Imtroduction)®

-—=John Lycns .

"An Introduction to Langugge“ :
---Victoria Fromkin and Robert Rodman

Compiled by
June 1990 Xu Weira
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; Chapter One

»f ; The Scope of the Subject : ;
Ae Lin Stics as the study of langusge

Lifguistics mey be defined as thelséience‘of~1an-
« As with other branches of knowiedgé end Scien-
¢ study, such 2 definition involves the subject
certain relations with cther diseiplines and

iences outside itself, and in subdivision into
ferent branches of the sibject comprised within

wfematic study, is not statice. Viewpoints, in-
i8ing some of quite fundemental importance, nay
:4ge or receive different degree of emphasis in

deneral linguistics is concerned with humen lan-
guage s a universal and recognizable part of humsn
behaviour end of the human faculties, perhesps one

"*“of the most essentisl to humsn life as we know it,

{

2nd one of the most far-reeching of humen capabilities
in’ relation to the whole span of mankind's achieve: °
ments .«

That is why language in all its forms end manifes-
tztions, that is, all the languages of the world amd
‘©1l the different uses to which in thé vsrious
‘yarious circumstences of mankind they ere put, constip
tutes the field of general linguistics. Lenguesge is
: pari of cultwrz. It is o part of humen behavicur,.

. :



Languege is en acquired habit of systematic voesl
activity representing meanings coming from human
experiences. One can also say, simply, thet language
is an acquired vocal system for communication of
meanings. This statement tells us:
(a) that lsanguage operates in s regular and sys—
tematic fashion,
{(b) that language is basieally oral, and that the
owal symbols represent megning as they ere re
lzted to real life 31tu9t10ns and experiences,
and
(e} that languag « has a Sccial function, and that
without it society would probably not exist.
The course of linguistics will de2l with the def-
ferent parits of language. Language, as a sysiem, op-
erates in set pesttsrns. These pebterns exist cn three
closely related levels: phonology (including phoneties),
vocabulary, and gremmar. Besides, the things like what
is the lsngusges and the special festures of 1anguage,
are 0 be mentioned.
Phonology: The festures of sound in a (one) len-
—Zuege ere systemstically Structured, they are
divided into two main branches: -
-(a) the branch of segmental festures includ-
ing consonants znd vowels, and
(b) the branch of supra-segmentzl features
. including stress, intonation, pause,; junc-
| ture, snd rhythit.
'Vocabuléry: The voesbulary of 2 language consists
of the lexicel forms ( words) that refer to parts
of our exrverience. In Bnglish, theSe words consist
of cousonsnts snd vowels afrgnged in speecial sequence.



Grammar: Grammer consists of the means by which
reletionships between words zre shown. These
relstionships elso come from our experiences.
The means by which relsctionships are shown
includes inflection(eet, cats; like, liked;
big, bigger), word order ( He is here, here
he is, Is he here), and grammetical words
{shall, could, of, at, since, etc.) |

Somantics; Sementics dezls with the study of mean-

T~"“ing, Heening of words, meaning of sentences
and meening of extralinguistic context. By
extralinguistic context we meesn that one snd
the same utterance might contain some other
additionel meanings sccording to a consider-
able knowledge of personal reletions, social
conventions, different tones 2s thzt{ of sar-
cesm, irony, flippency, and idiomstic usage.

As 2 linguist, he seeks e scientific understanding
of the place of lsnguage in human life, end of the
ways in which it is orgenized to fulfil the needs
it serves £nd the functions it performs.

It is en erticle of feith for the linguist that
eny langusge (estimated et 3,000 et least), no matter
whet the level of civilization is resched by its
Speakérs, how meny speakers make use of it, or
what erez of the world they occupy, is & valusble
end worthy object of study, sble to teach the
linguist scmething more sbout languege in generel
end the theoreticcl end prectical considerations
involved in the study of lsngusge. Whet is correct

ilengnage? Strictly spesiing, every Lenzurge is the
K .



the correct langusge.

We heve to notice that linguisties, or study of
langusges end the science of lenguages, embraces
equelly living lenguesges, thet is, langusges still
us2d todsy &s meens of communication, end dead
languages, that is, languages like Ancient Greek
or 01d English (Rnglo-Saxon) now no more spoken but
known from written records { manuscripts, printed
texts or inscriptions).

B. Descriptive, historical, and comperetive linguistics

Generel linguisties includes s number of related
subjects involved in the study of lenguage as
understood in the preceding parsgraphs, and each
mey be considered both from the point of view of
linguistie theory and from that of its actusl operations
or procedures. The most important and immediete
subdivisions of the subject ere descriptive linguisties,
historieal linguistics, and comparative linguisties.

Descriptive linguistics, as its title suggests,
is concerned with the description snd enalysis of
the wey in which a language operates and is used by
a given set of speakers st e given time. This time
may be the presant, snd in the cese of languages as
yet unwritéenior only recently given written form,
the time may equelly well be the past, where edequete
written bécords sre available, s in the csse of the
so-called deed langueges like #ncient Greek and Latin,

0ld French of 0ld Englishe
« 4 .



Whet is more important is thet the deseriptive
linguistics--descriptive study of 2 lenguage, and
of any pert of 2 languege, present or past, is
ecncerned with thet languege at the period involved
and not with whet mey heve preceded it or mey
follow ite ' |

Descriptive linguisties is often regcrded ss
the major part ot generel linguistics. Be that
as it mey, it is certsinly the fundamental zspect
of the study of languege, 2s it underlies ond is
presupposed by the other two Subdivisions, histor=
icel linguisties 2nd comperative linguistics.

Historical linuistics is the study of thé
developments in languages in the course of time,
of the ways in which langusges ckeange from period
to period, end of the csuses and results of such
changes, both outside the languages end within
them. This sort of study, whether underteken in
generel terms or concentrsted on particular
langucge eres ( e.g., the English langusge irom
01d English to the present day English), must
properly be besed on et leest pertisl descriptions
of two or more stzges of the continuous lenguage
series being trested. _

A linguistic phenomenon is seid by Fe de.
Seussure to be synchronic when 211 the 2lements
end factors thet it brings into plesy belong to
one end the sszme moment bf one and the Segme
language (That is, to 2 single lenguage strte).
It is diachronic when it brings into pley
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emenents and factors belonging to different stestes
of development of a Single language.

Compzrative linguistics is mainly concerned with
comparing, from one or more points of view, two or
more different langusges, snd more, with the theory
and techniques eprlicszble to such compsrisons.

Comperetive linguisties is principelly divided
into comparison mede with 2 view toc inierring histcricel
relationships emong perticuler lengueges, end com-
parison besed on resemblances of features between
different lengueges without sny historicel consideres
tions being involved.

Therefore, historicsl linguisties might, from cne
point of wview, be regerded es a special cease of
comparstive linguisties, for in historicel linguistics
the comparison is limited toc langusges which mey be
regarded as sSuccessive steges of the speech of a
continuing speech community differing from one
period to snother es the result of the cumuletive
effects of graduel changes; for the most pert im-
perceptible within a single generztion.

In connection with the study of lengusge, the term
philology is in frequent use. In British usage,
philology is generelly equivalent to comparstive
philology, an older and still guite common term
for whet 1linguists technicelly refer to es comparative
and historicel linguistics.

EXERCISES:
1) Whzi dc you know about the scope of linguisties?
2) What sre the mein subdivisions of linguisties?
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Chapter Two
The Origins of Language

Lenguege use---sreaking, reeding, writing—--
is perhaps the most visible =znd distinctive of
€1l humsn sctivities. It esccompznies virtually -
every other form of conscious behesviour; we telk
ell the time, while we gre doing the infinite
number of other things. Indead, many pecple ‘
believe thst it mey be our special use of lenguage
thet sets us apart 2s 2 species from the cther
enthropoids who shere pert of our evoluticnary
beckground «

Although we hscve leerned more in the last
century thet we ever Lnew sbout how langusge
works, meny aspects of its functioning sfjll
remsin uncleer. One of the more obscure feztures
is the origin of languzge. Though the likeliest
enswer to the question of how langusge ceme into
existence is that nobody really knows or is likely
to find out, theories about langusge origin ezn
be roughly categorized into two types; monogenetic
end polygenetice.

A. Monogenetic ‘heories ( Single~origin Theories)

Those who sdhere to monogenetic theory hold
: thet langusge origineted from a single source,
: from which the many langusges of the world then
*diverged. Yivine inspiration or gift is the usuel

Ts
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source suggested. The Hebrew God, it is often
Supposedg Spoke in Hebrew, as did Adem end Eve;
the Egyptian God brought the Egyptian lenguage to
His peoplesi the Chinese emperor, also descended
from the Gods, gave the gift of the “hinese language
to nis peoples, end so on. AS in the biblic story
of Tower of Bebel, when humans grow swsy from the
gods or " ths first speskers", they 21so lose their
ebility to converse directly with the gods: the
multiplicity of lenguage connected with a fall
from greces Nearly 8ll culturcs have langusge-
origin myths o this sort, and in nearly all of the
myths, the god who gives lenguege to humankind is
also a god of light. Origin myths imply so strong
a connection in the human mind between language end
light thet we might be tempted to suggest something
almost miraculous ebout langusge.

But ore need not believe in £ divine source of
langusge t0 be & monogeneticist. Meny theorists
heve spesculated along these lines, such s in the
imitation of neture's sounds, in play, in tocolmsking,
in art, or in hunting, end perfectly serious ex-
plansticns hsve come abhout thereby, with nesmes likely
to make us smile. The "how-wow"™ theory, fer instance,
suggesta thet lenguege is onomatopoetic, echoing the
sounds of neture, such as a dog's berk, tiger's.
rosring, horse's hissing, etc. The "Yo-he-ho" theory,
pronoses thet spesch developed from the rhythmic
grunss peonle mske #3 they work et a shared and
difficult tesk, such s rowing 2 shir. The

o
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- ®poch-po h * %heory auggeats thet pumen beings
- gmweloped lengusge 83 an,nut,rawth of emotionsl
' grias, "Pooht" represeptiap the puff of air

nxpdiled when one mekes a -noise of disgust.

The 'ding—dong" theory proposes the imitation of
- netur:sl thunder, kresking sounds by psoples

These versions of the monogsretic position
assert that we were stimulated bty & single cause
to develop lengusge through iaiteting the world
eround us, but none of them accounts ior the
fact thet the complexities of lengusge transcend the
criginel scunds or stimuli. ILerguage use goes
far beycnd mere imitation. ’

B. Polygenetic Theory

On th: other hend, polygenctic origin theories
suggest thet the scurces of langusge sre multiple
- rather then single, thet no one ceuse produced
languege, but rether a2 coimmbinestion of causes.
Langusge begen to develop possibly es long ego
es heli 2 million yesrs, besad on archaeological
sources. Most pecrle who stand for this pcint
‘of view believe thet such development begen in
several different plsces, among seversl differ-
ent groups of humen beings, perheps =&t more or
less the seme time. They do not believe thet
*. only one group wes given the gift of lenguszge,
or thet there was necesssrily a single originel
3 lenguege developed from & single cause.
Most commonly prooosed s the muliiple ceuses

- for 1lsn iz are se:er 1 h 81010 ical
guege origin erc seserel phy g
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dnﬁm in tha structure of humen bodies. It
- 18 commonzy recagnfszad that our Imnan forms have
evolved irom nnmanllte anceatrel bodiea 0 the human
"shape we know todays chief smong these developments
is that of the bréin, with the hend, the. upright
posture, #nd the vocalizlng epperetus also pleylng
significant roles.

The Bresin, So much hes been lesrned in just
the pest 50 yeers zbout the workings of humen brein
that 2lthough there is mueh yet to be discovered,
we can confidently sssert thet without the present
orgenizetion of the brsin, there would be no lan-
guagee Indeed,; " language" cen be regerded s .,
sepercte from "speech" precisely because of the
braine. Lenguege is a body of knowledge, stored
in the brain, sbout sounds,; forms, sStructures,
and weys to use them, wheress speech is the
vocalizing (or gesturing) performence of thet stored
knowledge«

But if lenguege lies in the brein, how did it
get there, snd whet mekes the brein specially
suited for languszge?®

We cannot snswer  thzse questions in precise
detail, for we do not yet heve encugh exact in-
formetion ebout how the brein evolved or how it
works nowe But we do have more sources of objective
informe “icn then Pleto or Derwin hed. So we can
be more =zduceted in our speculetion. Among those
sources cie anthropologicel deta ebcut the evolution
of the humen body, work with people who have language

« 10 &



disorders, neurophysical examinsticns of the
brain itself, a2nd use of much techniquece

A1l of these scurces hsve indiceted that_among
its meny other functions, the brsin hss become
specislized for using lengusge. We 2130 know
the{ the zreas ccentrolling perczption of scunds
¢nd musculer control of speech are leocszted in the
left side of the cortex, beceusc if the left side
of thc brain is demeged, langusge performenrce
mgy be disrupted, es often happens to poople who
heve suffered & blow ¢f the heed ¢f & sircke They
'lose' certein capecities of specche

The Hand, Stsnce, snd Sound. %The brain, of
course, is the control center for everything: Speech,
thought, feeling, action, survivel,

The hend is importent beceuse it leeds to tool
meking; unright posture is imporiant becsuse it
lieeds to the development of hunting s & subsis-
tence bsse; znd s the hand and tie posture changed,
sc did demend meske 6n the brain,; spescizlly the demsnd
for increasing sophisticeted comrunication.

After s long psriod of evolution, the ° thumb
got opposeble to other four fingers. This opposable
thumb masde it possible to creete end use more
Speciglized tools, thus extending their chances
for survivsle.

As 2 result of thst move from trees toc the ground,
cur encestors were edapting to an upright gesture.
When they stood up snd welked on vwo legs rather
than four, they ecquired s number of survivel
tdvengages ( run, see)s Incressed visuel acuiiy

tnd menval dexterity, meent more skiil et meking
e 171 o



tools. Upright posture 2l1lso brought sbout chenges in
the physiology of the neck and heed. When the head
is held upright, the windpipe becomes more like a
right angled tube with 2 long, streight streteh sbove
the lerynx, or vocal fclds. This reslignment of

the 'pipe' incresses the space esveilcble for
resonence in the throet end accompaniss the
restructuring of jews, valate, end tdngue thet now
permits them to produce and shepe lengusge scunds.

Hunting recuires a gcod eye, & stesdy herd, a
fleet Tooty end increesingly sophisticated ccommunicas
tion between menbers of the hunting prerty, especislly
if they ere out of esch other's sight. The vetter
communicetion, the better the hunters' chance of
catching their prey, e€nd therefore the better their
chence of survival.

As to the scund, our azncestors must heve found
many benefits over gestures; sound c2n function both
in dasrkness end in deylight; sound can accompeny
gesture; sound is faster then the quickest gesture
- language; sSound ce2n produce msny more abstract meanings
than 8 single gesture language cene. :

To sum ups langusge is e sociel phenomenon, @
product of humen sceicty end cen exist only in human
socictye ILebour crezted human beings, and slso created
lenguage. Outside society there is no lenguage. Tdeas
end thoughts reflecting different aspects of human life
£ind their wey into the meterisl reeslity of people
through the medium of 1angdsge. A constent close
bond between the history of a2 pecple and the history
of its leznguzge msakes itself guite evident. Human

= 32 »



2 crigin is the lesnguage origin, they happened :

sim)teneously.

*  EX6RCISES:

t) As to the origin of languege, whet are the
monogenetic theories?

2) What do you know of the polygenetic theories
gbout the origin cof langusge?
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