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Message

he Urban Council has much pleasure to present the Nature Conservation in
TChina Exhibition which reveals the rich treasures of wildlife in China and what

is done to preserve them.

| thank the Environment Protection Bureau of the Ministry of Urban and Rural
Construction and Environmental Protection of China, as well as the Beijing Natural
History Museum for the production of the exhibition.

| also thank the World Wildlife Fund (Hong Kong) for making the exhibition

available to Hong Kong. May this handbook contribute to the work of conservation
in this part of the world.

esn—

Hilton Cheong-Leen
Chairman 16th December, 1983.
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Preface

for land for urban use and other economic development. Under such harsh

conditions, there is preciously little natural landscape left for preservation. Even so,
Hong Kong is very conscious of the need for nature conservation. Many country parks and
at least one nature reserve area have been established, and the Government enacted laws
for the protection of endangered animals and plants. China, on the other hand, is a vast
and beautiful country with many rare species of plants and animals, as well as a
considerable proportion of land which can still preserve its virgin landscape and
vegetation. It is understandable that China puts great emphasis on nature conservation,
and in the course of time has accumulated rich experience which may be of considerable
reference value to us.

G iven its small area and dense population, Hong Kong has to face a great demand

“Nature Conservation in China’’ was originally a travelling exhibition produced by the
Beijing Natural History Museum. It attracted tens of thousands of visitors in many big cities
in China, and we are very fortunate indeed to be able to stage this exhibition in Hong
Kong. Thanks to the generous co-sponsorship and enthusiastic help of the World Wildlife
Fund (Hong Kong), the Environment Protection Bureau of the Ministry of Urban and Rural
Construction and Environmental Protection, China, agreed to the loan, and the Beijing
Natural History Museum kindly refabricated all the panels and provided all the illustrations
and literature for the production of this handbook. | would also like to thank Mr. Jiang
Jian-guo, Vice-Director, Exhibition Design Department, Beijing Natural History Museum, for
visiting Hong Kong specially to see our exhibition galleries and discuss design details so
that both the display and the handbook could be produced smoothly and in time. Finally,
may | thank all individuals, institutions, Government departments etc., as listed at the end
of this handbook, for their fervent support.

HO CHING HIN
Curator

Hong Kong Museum of History 16th December, 1983.
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Foreword
Conserving Our Homeland

fine tradition of loving nature, exploring nature,

exploiting nature and conserving nature, had left a
great wealth of material and spiritual civilization to
mankind.

Since ancient times, the Chinese nation, carrying on the

Our ancestors were the first to raise silkworms and to
make use of silk. They were also the first to invent the
seismograph to record earthquakes. Not only had we built
the ancient Dujiangyen dike and the modern Gezhouba
dam, but we had also created innumerable elegant poems
and paintings of hills and waters as well as flowers and
birds, all of which are glittering with the glory of diligence,
wisdom and noble sentiments of the Chinese people.

During the age-old practice in production and life, the
Chinese people had accumulated a rich knowledge relating
to the ecologic balance and the conservation of nature, In
old proverbs such as “‘the mantis knows not a siskin is
watching from behind while he is catching a cicada”, ““do
not fish by drying up the pond”, “lumbering must be
arranged in season’ etc., one can see the aggregation of
such valuable experiences.

Owing to the multiplication of human population and
the development of industry in modern times, the relation
between man and nature in the ancient country of China
had also undergone great changes.The smoke and noise of
factories are not only devoid of poetic and painting flavour
but are producing pollution for the cities. The act of
hunting tigers and catching alligators is not only un-heroic,
but actually is a crime against ecology. In order to protect
our lovely homeland, the government of new China has
taken a series of positive measures to improve her natural
environment, at the same time publicity and education

with scientific and moral effect are being strengthened. By
holding this Exhibition of Nature Conservation in China,
which is jointly sponsored by the Environment Protection
Bureau of the Ministry of Urban and Rural Construction
and Environmental Protection and the Beijing Natural
History Museum, we hope that it will arouse people’s
deeper feelings towards their beautiful motherland, widen
their knowledge of the science of ecology, strengthen the
consciousness and sense of duty of conserving nature, and
avoid committing any foolery harmful to their homeland.

Let mother earth of China, with green hills and clear
waters as well as singing birds and fragrant flowers, be
thriving and prosperous and its people live and work in
peace and contentment forever and ever.

Li Xianyao, Deputy Director
Beijing Natural History Museum
















