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TXHHAFE. XREOERSE .

Title of the Dr. Degree's Thesis:fesearches into the History of the Prehisto
ric Archaeology in China(1985-1949)

Introduct fon to the Author:Chen Xing-can was born on Decesber 12. 1w.m7(
he guldance of Prof.An Zhi-Min

Key Mords:prehistoric Archaeology,Yangshao Culture,Longshan Qulture.Sinanthr
opus Pek tnens is, Strat igraphy.tnronology, Typology,Neol ithic, Palaeolithic,Perlodl
' "zatfon, Excavat fon. )

Abstract :Focused on the researches of the origins of the Chinese culturs,th
e present dissertation Is designed to study of the origin mﬂ‘&rly development
of the prehitoric archaeology in China.The history of the Chinese prehistoric ar
chaeology before 1949 can be divided into four phases,nasely Preparatory Phase(l
895-1921).which Is symbolized as the starting point by the Investigation done in
1895 by R.Torii{—-a Japanese archaeologist on the Peninsula of LiaoDong;Come-in
to-existence Phase(1921-1931),began with the excavation at Yangshao v1llage l}lﬁ
enan Conducted 1921 by J.D.Andersson—u Swedish archaeologist ;Developsent phas—
e(1931-1937),marked as the turning point by the discovertes of Sinanthropus f‘ek
inensis Culture and the three dlltnra)ﬁmlts vhich are Yangshao , Longshan an—
d Shang Cultures super imposed on?ﬂmn another in 1931;and On-developing Phaes(19
37-1949)started with the Japanese aggression of Chira.The author Sups up theda
in field vork and features In each phase;analyses the gains and loses In techniq
ues and metlhods andtouches on the process in vhich the scholars both at hcl?in
d abroad have conducted the studies of the origins of the Chinase culture.

The author points out that even though there had existed sparse field work o
n prehistory by 1921,the traditional conception that the Chinese exper ienced n9é



-

tons zge was prevaillng atong the academic cossunity.The finding of the Yangsh
o Culture proves tiie Chinese has her own prehistory.Bul owing to the fact that
ndersson,based on the simitarities of certain designs on Painted Pottery ,.nelgéh
al the Chiness cultura derived from Near East or Central Asia,before 1931 iiw
s prevelant that the Chinese prehistoric culturecage (rom the West.lt was the
discovery of the Long shan Culture in 1931 that sade people realize that in Ea
t China there existed another Culture,vwhich Is closer to the Chinese clvilizati
n than the Yang shao Culture.Therefore the theory that Yangshao Cuiture and Lon
shan Culture survived side by side took shape in 193's and lasted for nearty
@ years,The Contents ofthe Yangshao site and Andersson’s periodization of Yang
hao Culture vere oonducla#s ear iy as 1937.After 1937.many archaeologists appro
ched from chronology and sade clear the relations between Yangshao Culture and
ongshan Culture,Yangshao Culture and Qijla Culture.repulsing “six-phase perto
ization * nntﬂasten Origin of the Yengshao Culture.They also cast dout om g
e Contemporary existence of Yagnshao Culture and Longshao Culture and reveated
nbalanced developeent and multi-origins of the Chiness prehistoric cuiture.

Research Achtvesents:

1.Chen Xing-can ,A preiliminary research into the musical instrumsents of p
ehistoric China,Cultural Relics from Central Plains (ZhongYuan Wen %uj.No.2.19
é.

2.Chen Xing-can On some probless related to the mesolithic times,Archaeolo
y (Kaogu),No. 2,1990.

3.Chen Xing-can,Archaeology:past and future,Academic Circles (Xue shu Jaii.
0.5. 1999,

4.Chen Xing~can Bumpre-harvest magic and ancestral worship:on the female ¢
gures from the Hongshan Culture,HuaXia Archaeology(Huaxia KaoGu),No.3,1999.

S. Chen Xing-can , “The New Archaeclogy ¥ and the anthropological traditu
n of American Archaeoliogy,Jjournal of PingYuan University,No.3.1989,

6.Chen Xing-can ,0n the anthropological tradition of Chinese Archaeology,So
lal Sciences In YunNan,No.3,1991.
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