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Message from the Chairwoman,
Council for Cultural Affairs

Archaeology provides proof of the development of a people. Every country that has
experienced early development emphasizes archaeological research and supports its
museums in organizing exhibitions and cultural exchanges. It is an important part of
modern cultural life.

From the time of its creation, the Council for Cultural Affairs (CCA) has striven
hard to promote culture and cultural exchanges. Obviously excavations present clues to the
aspects of a culture, and the material and information they provide are of great value to
modern society. With this in mind, we at the CCA do our utmost to encourage exchanges
between museums nationally and internationally, to allow people in modern society to
appreciate the richness of past cultures and to understand the life and thought of people in
the past. In doing this we hope to create a greater and broader vision for the future.

“Ancient Art from Hupei (Hubei)”, an exhibition which is now on display until
March of 1998, points to a culturally and archaeologically crucial province of mainland
China. Hupei province is situated in the middle of the Ch’ang—chiang (Yangzi) basin,
north of Lake Tung-ting (Dongting). Tt has fertile soil, rich natural resources and
convenient means of transport by water and land. From early times it has been called “the
thoroughfare of nine provinces”. In recent years archaeology has revealed that man lived
there in the very distant past. Neolithic sites have been found which number in thousands.
Important objects of the Shang, Chou (Zhou) and Warring States periods have been
excavated, further confirming the greatness of ancient Chinese culture.

This exhibition comprises Shang and Chou bronze ritual vessels, Ch’in (Qin) and Han
lacquer, and important Warring States objects from the tomb of Tseng-hou | (Zenghou
Yi), which include jade, gold, lacquer musical instruments, bronze vessels, weapons, horse
and chariot fittings. The exhibits are not only splendid, but have great artistic and
historical value as well. The bells and stone chimes of the tomb of Tseng-hou I are
represented by replicas.

The CCA is grateful to the Chang Foundation for the efforts it has made to stage this
exhibition and is confident that it wilt allow visitors to appreciate the beauty and essence
of early Chinese art. At the same time we hope it marks a further advance in cultural
exchanges across the Taiwan Strait.

Helen Chen—hi Lin
Chairwoman

Council for Cultural Affairs, Execulive Yuan, R.O.C.
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Foreword

This exhibition “Ancient Art from Hubei” at the Chang Foundation has been in
preparation for more than a year. I express my heartfelt thanks, not only to the Chang
Foundation, but to al! those whose help and support have made the exhibition possiblec.

Hubei has been called “the thoroughfare of nine provinces”. In terms of cultural
development. it is the most important region in the Yangzi basin. In the 1950s fossils of
Quxi Yuanren. a type of homo erectus, were discovered in Qu County, and in the same
decade fossils of Changyang man, an early homo sapiens, were also found. Important
neolithic discoveries include the Chengbeixi culture (circa 5500 — 3000 B.C.), Daxi culture
(circa 4400 — 3300 B.C.), Qujialing culture (circa 3000 — 2600 B.C.) and Shijiahe culture
(circa 2600 - 2000 B.C.). Although archaeoiogical evidence shows differences between
these cultures (and within them over time), they are all are based on rice cultivation and
fishing, In the late neolithic period faster communications brought about cultural
exchanges with neighbouring regions, especially with the Central Plains culture. In this
period there are signs of new developments, the building of towns, the beginning of writing
and the creation of ritual objects.

In the middle Shang period Shang people gradually penetrated southwards to reach
the north bank of the Yangzi River and the plain around the confluence of the Yangzi and
Hanshui Rivers. In the Western Zhou period the influence of the Central Plains culture
came via the Suizhou and Zaoyang corridors to the area east of the Hanshui River and
gradually spread from there over the Yangzi basin. The local culture took on the main
features of the Central Plains culture, most obviously in its forms of ritual, calligraphy and
bronze vessels.

In the eighth century B.C. the Chu State arose in the region of Jingshan and the
ancient Juzhang River (the modern Nanzhangman basin). Tt encroached on the Hanshui
River basin and areas east of it. In the seventh and sixth centuries B.C. the Chu State
developed its distinct cultural traits. By the fifth century B.C. its cultural influence
extended throughout Hubei. In 1978 a large early Warring States tomb was excavated at
Suizhou. It proved to be that of Zenghou Yi (Marquess Yi, ruler of Zeng State), whose
family name, Ji, was the same as that of the Zhou Dynasty. Chu influence was very
obvious in the contents of the tomb.

Chu culture is a branch of Central Plains culture. Proof of this lies in the similarities
of race, language, family and clan structure. Chu culture flourished as a result of the
fusion of the Central Plains culture with local culture of the Yangzi and Hanshui River
areas. Archaeological evidence shows that before the middle of the Spring and Autumn
period (late seventh century B.C.) Chu articles were basically similar to those of the
Central Plains. After this local Chu characteristics gradually became more obvious. In the
Warring States period Chu culture is representative of South China in its worship of
spirits, its strange and moving literature, its beautiful and complex bronzes and its splendid
lacquer and silk. From the Qin and Han dynasties onwards Hubei culture became more
uniform with that of the Central Plains, but it still retained some of the Chu spirit.

The Hubei Provincial Museum was established in 1953 as the provincial centre for
archaeology and for collecting and studying cultural material. At present the museum has
about 100,000 objects. Its collection reflects cultural developments in Hubei up to the Qin
Dynasty. with special emphasis on the Chu Dynasty.




This exhibition basically reflects the Hubei Provincial Museum’s collection. It includes
ritual bronzes, musical instruments, horse and chariot fittings, weapons, gold, jade and
lacquer. Hubei’s most important archaeological discoveries are represented, from Shang to
Western Han, including the sites at Panlongcheng (Huangpo), Sujialong (Jingshan),
Caipo (Xiangyang), Wangshan (Jiangling), Baoshan (Jingmen), Shuihudi (Yunmeng)
and Maojiayuan (Jiangling).

Among the exhibits, those from the aforementioned early Warring States tomb of
Zenghou Yi are the most numerous and most important. Not only do they reflect the
distinct cultural development of Hubei, they also illustrate the way different influences
early combined to form Chinese culture as a whole.

Since the late 1980s cooperation between museums on the two sides of the Taiwan
Straits has steadily increased. Along with this has come greater mutual understanding and
friendship. In 1996 the Chang Foundation of Taiwan and the Hubei Provincial Museum
agreed to put on this exhibition of “Ancient Art from Hubei” in Taipei and Kaohsiung, to
introduce the ancient culture of Hubei to the people of Taiwan. With strong support from
the Chinese State Bureau of Cultural Relics, the Hubei Provincial Bureau of Cultural
Affairs and all those involved in Taiwan, this exhibition has been organised on time. I
earnestly hope that it will give visitors a greater understanding of ancient civilisation in
Hubei, that it will enhance cooperation across the Taiwan Straits and that it will make a
contribution to the advancement of Chinese culture.

Shu Zhimei
Director
Hubei Provincial Museum
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Foreword

Under favourable environmental and climatic conditions, Chinese culture originated,
developed and flourished in the regions of the Yellow and Yangzi Rivers. Modern Hubei
province occupies the middle region of the Yangzi basin, north of the large Dongting
Lake. It includes a large flat area around the Yangzi and Hanshui Rivers and their
confluence. This warm fertile region has a profusion of rivers and lakes which provide an
adequate water supply, rich resources of fish and convenient means of transport and
communication. About 500,000 years ago man’s forerunners lived there.

In recent decades archaeology has yielded bountiful results in Hubei, including early
and late paleolithic remains, fossils and diverse neolithic cultures, such as the Qujialing and
the Daxi, all of which emphasise the continuity of early development in Hubei. City walls
and palace buildings of the Shang dynasty have been discovered. Aristocratic tombs of the
Zhou, Warring States, Qin and Han dynasties have provided objects which are not only
superb and beautiful, but have great historical and archaeological value.

The Hubei Provincial Museum, which opened formally in 1956, is the provincial
centre for preserving and studying cultural relics. For more than forty years it has directed,
or been involved in, important and successful archaeological excavations in Hubei. As a
result of this, the museum’s collection is both rich and large, especially in material with
local characteristics. Bronze ritual vessels are an example of this. There are Shang vessels
from Panlongcheng (Huangpo) and later vessels from Xiangyang, Jiangling, Hanyang and
Daye, as well as from the early Warring States tomb at Leigudun (Suixian). The shapes of
these vessels, their casting techniques and their inscriptions are all of great value in
studying the development of bronze in the south. The discovery of bronze musical
instruments has not only led to our understanding the principles of Warring States period
music, but has also given us insights into the nature and purpose of the feasts and
ceremonies that were part of aristocratic life at that time.

In the Warring States period Hubei was the core of the State of Chu. Sites of Chu
cities include Jiangling, Daye, Xuancheng and Xiangyang. About 3,000 Chu tombs have
been discovered in city sites. Their contents include inscribed bamboo strips, lacquer and
silk. Inscribed bamboo strips of the Qin period have been found in the region of Yunmeng,
and those of the Han period at Fenghuangshan (Jiangling). On these bamboo strips is
written information on laws, regulations and economic conditions. They are important in
the study of Qin and Han history. In the same places superb lacquer objects have been
excavated. They display a refinement of the Chu heritage. Along with technical advances in
lacquer making, they show a trend towards lightness and practicality, which reflects the
life of the nobility at that time.




The Hubei Provincial Museum’s achievements in archaeology and research are well
known. Furthermore, a department has been created specifically for the study of ancient
music. The discovery in 1978 of Zenghou Yi’s tomb, with its rich contents and a complete
chime of bells, astonished the world. Since then exhibitions have been held in Japan, Hong
Kong, Singapore, Germany, Luxembourg and elsewhere. On these occasions the Hubei
musicians have also given performances of ancient music.

This exhibition “Ancient Art from Hubei” includes Shang and Zhou ritual bronzes,
Qin and Han lacquer. Much of it is from the tomb of Zenghou Yi, his gold, jade, bronze
vessels, weapons and lacquer. Together it represents many years of archaeological effort by
the Hubei Provincial Museum. It is hoped that this exhibition. will enhance cultural
exchange across the Taiwan Straits, and will give us greater understanding of cultural
development in ancient times, especially of the Chu period in Hubei.

Chang Hsu—cheng
Chairman
Chang Foundation




