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Reflections on China’s Collective Land
Institutional Reform

R
FEARXF HEFKE
Cheng Xueyang
School of Law, Renmin University of China

Abstract :

China’s current collective land institution has undergone important transformation
since the 20th Century —from the establishment of the elementary agricultural producers’
cooperative that enshrined peasant private landownership to the senior agricultural
producers > cooperative that granted co-ownership to the village collective. These
institutional changes were stipulated clearly in the civil law. In the era of people’s
commune, the nature of abstract collective landownership was continued, but not
justified by law. Continued in the post-people’s commune era, the collective landowner-
ship has caused serious problems for the protection of land and property rights of
peasants. For the reform of land institution in the future, following the legislative
tradition of the Republican period to re-introduce land co-ownership in the civil law and

to improve the systems of land titling and land acquisition is crucial.
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