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Unit One

I AR
A
The Model and the Mimic

Two brightly colored

utterflies have just flown by. They ap-

‘pear to be exactly alike, but actually one is a little

larger than the other. The larger insect has a

wingspread of up to four inches. The smaller one has

a wingspread of less than three inches. The smaller

butterfly slao has an extra black line on its rear
wings.

At first glance, it is hard to tell them apart. Would
you guess from this that they are different-sized
butterflies of the same species? Or that they are dif-
ferent species of butterflies but close relatives be-
longing to the same family? If you said yes to either
question, you would be wrong, for these look — alikes
belong to quite different families.

The larger insect is the monarch butterfly. In its
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larva stage, the monarch feeds on mitkweed, which
seems to give the monarch a disagreeable taste and
smell. The bright coloring of the monarch acts as a
warning sign to predators. Birds that eat butterflies
soon recognize the monarch and quickly learn to
leave it alone.

The smaller insect is the viceroy, which feeds on
the leaves of aspen, poplar, and willow trees in its
larva stage. Birds would find this insect tasty, but
because it resembles the monarch, birds avoid it. The
viceroy’s resemblance to the monarch gives it some
protection from its enemies and helps it survive.

There are other pairs of lookalike butterflies,
moths, bees, and wasps. In each case, one either has
a disagreeable taste or odor, or can give a painful
sting. This one is called the model. The insect that
imitates this model for protection is called the mimic.

Notes
1. mimic n. F TG Z A4
wingspread n. & 3. rear adj. JFHH
glance n. —%& 5. species n. (4:4%y) Fh
relative n. B, EK
monarch butterfly — R 45 # (0, 55 B {6 iy K b i
larva n. (BHR®) 4hH
milkweed n.  (HHY)) TFFBHY,; T8 7R

S IR AN

KA
10. disagreeable adj. 13REY
11. predator n. FHEHABIIYZ 1Y
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12. viceroy n. BT 13. aspen n. H

14. poplar n. H# 15. willow n. #if
16. resemble ». ARl 17. avoid ». #IF

18. resemblance n. AH{, HMLZ 4L

19. survive o & T2, 38%F  20. moth n #F
21. wasp n. KE#% 22. odor n. HBE
23. sting n B 24. imitate ». fE{5

Comprehension Questions

1. The bright coloring of the monarch warns away

A. butterflies B. small insects
C. the minics D. predators
2. While it is not directly stated, the article suggests
that
A. birds don’t know too much about insects.
B. butterflies have a lot of relatives.
C. imitation is another kind of camouflage.
3. The rear wings of the viceroy have
A. a wide colored line.

B. an extra black line.
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C. five extra red dots.
4. On the whole, the article tells about
A. the taste and smell of milkweed.
B. a monarch who rules the butterflies.
C. look - alikes in the insect world.
5. Which statement does this article lead you to be-
lieve?
A. There are not many look — alikes among in-
sects.
B. Insects do not feed on the same kinds of plants.
C. There is only one one species of butterfly.
6. Why is the viceroy able to survive?
A. Tts resemblance to the monarch give it protec-
tion.
B. Its resemblance to the larva helps it stay alive.
C. Its appearance on the willow tree protects it.
7. Think about the concept for this group of articles.
Which statement seems true both for the article and for the
concept?
A. Different - sized butterflies attack large birds.
B. The eye is not always quick to see differences.

C. The viceroy butterfly eats too much milkweed.

B
The Price Nobody Pays

In the villages of Mexico, as
» in some other parts of the world, shop-
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ping is a kind of game. In the fine department stores,
of course, buyers pay the prices listed on the
tags. But in most villages, bargaining is a dramatic
game both buyers and sellers enjoy.

Suppose a merchant is a Mexican shopkeeper
who sells handmade silver jewelry to tourists. Among
the items of jewelry is a pair of earrings a tourist
wants to buy. The merchant names a price. Imme-
diately the tourist makes a much lower offer. The
price the merchant puts on an article is not usually
the price he expects to be paid. But the merchant
pretends to be shocked. He exclaims that the ear-
rings are real silver, made by an old craftsman who
lives in the mountains. It takes a long time to make
such remarkable earrings. But at great sacrifice he
will let the tourist have the earrings at a lower
price. The two bargain. The tourist comes up a little;
the merchant comes down a little. At last they agree
on what both consider to be a fair price.

While the two bargain, they speak of other things
as well. The merchant may gossip about life in his
village or mention ihteresting sights the tourist should
see before he leaves Mexico.

The merchant’s way of doing business is much
older than the supermarket way. It dates back to Old
World times when the town market was the only place
where people could exchange news and visit with
friends. Bargaining made their lives a little more
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‘colorful.
In Mexico today, bargaining still makes life col-
orful for some merchants.

Notes
1. prices listed on the tags ¥I7EAR% FHIHEK; tag n A3%

2. bargaining n. WA, ITAEM

3. dramatic adj. AREIER 4. merchant n. FA
5. tourist n. HEA 6. item n. HH

7. earring n. H3I3F 8. shock v B

9

. craftsmen n. FLZEA

10. at great sacrifice f{ th FE KWi%E; sacrifice v #i%, 7
A

11. bargain o FiHHER, W

12. gossip v. MR, U¥6HRGE 13. mention ». ¥EFH|

14. dates back to  #HF (H - Jrsad)

15. Old World #2EER, JLI8EK 16. exchange v. XX

Comprehension Questions
1. The way the Mexican merchant runs his business is
A. faster than ours B. an old way
C. a new way D. like a supermarket
2. While it is not directly stated, the article suggests
that
A. one cannot be sure of the real price of some
things.
B. merchants in Mexico would rather talk than sell

things.
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C. tourists do not enjoy bargaining for silver ear-
rings.

3. The town market was once the only place where

A. people could visit with friends.
B. people could find department stores.
C. people could fight with enemies.
4. On the whole, the article tells about
A. tourists who go to town markets.
B. craftsmen who live in mountains.
C. bargaining in villages in Mexico.
5. Which statement does this article lead you to be-
lieve?
A. All jewelry in Mexico costs too much money.
B. Tourists who travel in Mexico are never fair.

C. This kind of shopping can be fun for toursits.

6. Why is bargaining often carried on in the villages?

A. It helps the people see interesting sights.




