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Preface

On the eve of “August 137, the Army Day in China, Prof. Li Shuangjiang published his new album of 60
military songs—Military Songs Surging Forward Like a Tide, both to dedicate to the 80" anniversary of the
founding of the People’s Liberation Army, and to summarize his life—long loved career of military singing, thus
indeed deserving to be celebrated and commemorated.

Exactly a quarter century has passed since we acquainted with each other. In 1982, I was transferred from
the Air Force to the Culture Department of the General Political Department; it was then that I first met Li, a
highly—talented singer. At that time, he had already attained perfection in his singing art and of rapid renown
everywhere. We didn’t know each other well, only occasionally had a talk when a certain job provided us such
a chance. I noticed that as a pillar performer of the Song and Dance Troupe of the General Political Department,
Li had performed in countless major national and military celebrations and elegant performances. His splendid and
magnificent golden voice deeply impressed me. In 1963, after he graduated from the Central Conservatory of
Music, Li Shuangjiang enlisted in the army and had then serviced in Xinjiang Military Command for 10 years.
In those 10 years, honest comrades—in—arms moved him, hard military training tempered him, and his artistic
pursuit had been distillated in fierce military life. All the various benefits gained from his former experiences in
Xinjiang have laid a solid ideological foundation for his later service for soldiers; he still thinks constantly of those
experiences. In the following years of contact between us, his zealous and sincere feelings toward the army and
soldiers have greatly touched me. His favorite song, “The Red Star Enlightens My Way to Fight”, can be used
to portray his development and progress in the army. Now he is not young any more, yet he is still vigorous in
mind and body, like a good sword remaining always sharp. He is the burning and shining fire that warms and
enlightens wherever he goes. Many songs sung by him have gained extensive popularity among officers and men,
and been widely spread. He is both an excellent singer and a self—disciplined soldier.

In 1993, Li Shuangjiang was transferred under orders to the P.L.A. Art Academy to be the dean of the
Department of Music. Here Prof. Li takes the lead with his teaching staff in imparting knowledge and educating
people. They have been, on both undergraduate level and postgraduate level of education, discovering new talents
and cultivating top ones. Prof. Li has set an example by personally taking part in these teaching activities and
won great achievements. The Department has participated in two successive “CCTV Young Singers Competitions”
and won two gold prizes, one silver prize, and several prizes of excellence, creating a miracle in the educational
field of music; Prof. Li was also awarded first prize in the evaluation of educational achievements across the whole
army. What is more commendable is that besides teaching, he works with teachers of the Department to set up
the Military Music Institute. Overcoming various obstacles in the initial period, all staff in the Institute made
efforts to collect and save dispersed materials of military music by building the sole data bank storing such
materials in the whole country. Then they carried forward and successfully compiled The History of the P.L.A.
Music and The Anthology of Classical Works of the P.L.A. Music, epitomizing military music and benefiting
numerous people. Now the military vocal school has gradually gained successful development. It is the result of
efforts made by past and present teachers and students of the Department, yet it was Li Shuangjiang who first
established the school; he also practices in person. Therefore, his historical significance cannot be substituted by
anyone else.

At present, as time passing by, Li Shuangjiang becomes more vigorous and ambitious with age. Having
encountered vicissitudes of life and changes of jobs, he still holds military feelings, national style and character—
istics of the times that are all blended in his spirit and blood and will not change forever. As one member of the
P.L.A. Art Academy, I am sincerely grateful for Prof. Li Shuangjiang’s excellent contributions to the army and
the Academy.

Lu Wenhu
June, 2007
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