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30 Years' Urban and Rural Development in Jiangsu
A Revelation of Changes with a
Contrast of Photos of Past and Present Views
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The invention of photography is a significant progress in natural and humanistic sciences. In the past one and a half centuries, old photos,
with its vivid record of historical scenes and details. turned out to become a reliable testimony for people to recall their memory of the past. As
the saying goes, “Reviewing the past is to understand the present” . The humanity” s every glance back at the history is accompanied by new
understandings as well as unexpected discoveries.

However, the purpose of this book is not nostalgic. It is intended chiefly to use the photos to illustrate the tremendous changes that have
happened to the cities and villages in Jiangsu. The pictures that are employed to contrast with the present situation may not be called old photos,
since many of them were taken only in the 1980s or at the turn of the century. However, putting these photos together and looking at them is still
a thrilling and awesome experience. We can’ t help asking, “Are these the places where we used to live?”

The answer i¢ positive. As the beholders of this epoch, those seenes were still not very far from us. Our memory can still help to verify them.
We used to rush past those jammed roads, lingered in those chaotic streets, lived in those shabby houses and walked along those polluted river—
banks - Mcanwhile, at that time we seemed 1o have not many complaints about those familiar views and about our own life. The pedestrians that
were taken in the photos at random all wear a peaceful look or even a smile. The reacon is that these people were just out of the extreme poverty
cansed by the ten yesrs of eatastropha (i.e. the Cultural Revolution) and began to enjoy unprecedented ample food and clothing. They were full of
hope for the future,

In spite of that, nobody cver predicted that they would experience such a rapid and tremendous change.

In the 30 years of China' s reform and opening drive. the extent of progress in the development of cities and villages is unparalleled in the
past hundred or thousands of years. This process has once exceeded people’ s mental expectation and the occupational preparation of the admin—
istrators. That is because what we are doing is a grand cause that has never been explored by our predecessor. Fortunately. this situation was
readjusted very soon and was led to an orderly and scientific track of development. This makes it possible for us to realize that we are standing on
a brilliant land when we review our past.

In the contrast of the old photos, we are able to see more clearly the unusualness of the new look of today’ s citics and villages. The architec—
ture 30 years ago looks very inconsistent with the appearance of today ' s cities and villages. In addition to the styles and functions of the archi—
tecture, what is also outdated is the aspiration of that time. Roads and means of transport are the direct signs of vitality of a region. The updating
speed of them is even greater than that of the architecture. The revamping of rivers and the expansion of green land help to create the greatest
visual contrast. This signifies the optimization of human habitat and the rise of the quality of life. It also indicates the progress of social mentality
in the optimizing of natural ccology. The general attention and actual protection of historical and cultural heritage reflect that the notion of scien—
tific development has been deeply ingrained in people’ s heart. From a horizontal perspective, we notice that the prosperity of today’ s Nantong
and Yancheng really stand comparison to Nanjing in its old times, and today' s Kunshan and Jiangyin are far more affluent than the old days’
Suzhou and Wuxi. In short, whether in Sunan or Subei, in big cities or small towns, the renovation of old towns, the change of villages in cities,
the development of new city districts and the construction of new countryside have shown without exception the solid steps of urbanization in
Jiangsu.

Apart from the hardware in the development of cities and villages, these photos have also recorded the details of life in cities and villages.
They have their part to play in demonstrating the social manners, particularly man’ s quality of life and change of outlook.

Gratitude should go to the compilers of this book who has carefully collected and sorted these photos to reflect urban and rural development
from different angles, hence leaving a valuable record for the history. What is particularly rare, the new and old photos not only aim at the same
place but adopt the same shooting perspective as well in order to allow people to perceive the changes at one glance. This shows the respect to
reality and also reveals the high commanding vision of the compilers. Although this book can not incorporate the entirety of Jiangsu’ s urban and
rural development in the past 30 years, it can provide a sample for professional and non—professional readers to know about the undertakings.

In the long river of history. 30 years flies by in a flash. However, expanding the distance between these 30 years is helpful for us to review
social affairs and produce a fair judgment. Generally speaking, the 30 years’ urban and rural development has caused a qualitative leap forward.
Of course, there must be places in our undertakings that are still unsatisfactory. However, we should have seen the general trend of development.
The dissatisfaction with the status quo is a driving force to propel social progress. We cannot imagine someone would like to retrogress to the
situation 30 years ago. Just as the Chinese peoPIe could not predict today’ s huge change 30 years ago, we cannot foresee what progress will
happen in the next 30 years. What we do believe is that our homes will become more and more beautiful and our urban and rural development
will be more and more capable of meeting the broad population’ s needs and the needs of social progress.

I’ m not an expert in city construction, but a citizen who loves his home town enthusiastically and a writer who is concerned about the times

we live in. I’ m greatly honoured to write preface for this book. I sincerely hope this short passage can serve as an appropriate introduction to this
book

Xue Bing
October , 2008
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A marvellous land in the South of China
An imperial territory of emperors
Extending along the river

With rows and rows of magnificent buildings
(An explanatory note of a poem written by Xie Tiao of the South Qi Dynasty)
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The ancient capital city of Nanjing
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The Qinhuai River Scenic Belt close to the Confucius Temple is now reproducing

the fine memory of night views in the past.
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The restored and renovated architecture around the Confucius Temple
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The revamping of the Qinhuai River and the restoration of the riverside architecture have improved the living

environment of the riverside residents and restored the ecology of the river course.
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The revamped ancient city wall fully illustrate the cultural implications and historical look of the ancient capital for six dynasties
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The past and present of the ancient city wall
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The path leading to the Bruneian King’ s Tomb
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A contrast of the riverside community before and after the environment revamping



