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CEFT MATEHNAL EINGLIGH SPEAKNG COMPETITEN

from childhood. This is the purpose all of us strive for

S uccess, success, success! This is the target we aim at

before returning to dust. But what® s success? What™ s
exactly meant by success? ‘

Well, this was actually the very topic that aroused heated
debate and gifted response in the Fifth “21st Century Cup’
National English Speaking Competition. The speech contest
hosted by 27st Centwry of China Daily and P&C Rejoice brand
{(China) came to a successful end, though pitifully too early an
end, in Guangzhou on Mar. 31, 2000. How we wish we had a
chance to be audience once more to re-experience the heated
debate and re-enjoy the energetic speech, to be refreshed and
to be encouraged again, until we' re well-guided on the way to
SHICCOSS,

The speech contest isn’t successful for the first time. From
1996 to 1999, there were four successive successful similar
contests held in China, playing a significant and far-reaching
part in exciting enthusiasm from youth in language study, as

well as in directing language teaching all over the coun-

try. Really fruitful contests - - 0
What® s moje, the domqes rize-winners if 1996 and
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t i 1997 were fortunate enough, out of their own dili-
—-ﬁ gence, to be awarded the First Prize and Best
(o Tim) Non-British Candidate respectively in the Interna-

tional English Speaking Competition in London
hosted by the English Speaking Union, to produce both surprise
and admiration abroad. What an example of “success’!

The National English Speaking Competition, in the form of
a prepared speech (limited to 5 minutes), an extemporaneous
speech (3 minutes) and a 3-minute question-and-answer,
earned active sponsorship from such companies as Times
Publishing Group (Singapore), British Airways, Shanghai For-
eign Language Education Press and Cambridge University
Press. Sponsorship also came from such educational units as
China University English Speaking Association and English
Speaking Union (International) . Their kind and generous con-
tribution was well rewarded, much to their comfort.

These educational units and companies joined in the ef-
forts, by means of such a form as speaking competition, to call
on Chinese youth to be determined in the ideals they fight for,
to achieve an all-round development until they are qualified
and competitive domestically and internationally, until they are
confident in welcoming challenges in the new century.

Altogether 24 candidates from 24 universities, including
Wuhan University, Beijing University and the University of
Macao, participated in the hottest contest. The first prize went
to Chen Heng from Shanghai International Studies University,
first runner-up to Kefei from Sichuan University and second
runner-up to Pao Jinlong from the University of Hong Kong.

Let's be pmpawd for next success of the contest.

Let's be prep r" d for néxt success of our own.

- - i
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Host' All silent. And welcome to the fifth “21st Century
Cup”’ National English Speaking Competition. And first
of all, let’s introduce ourselves. My name is Rick. (WO
SHI LI KE) .1 have a radio program that goes through
China. It’ s called “Joy FM”, it’ s a bilingual radio pro-
gram. (Applause) Thank you’ And as we say on Joy
FM, “Ni How Are You”, a bllmgual greeting. It” s on
China Radio International, and it’s on nightly. And it’s
my pleasure to be here, and an honor to be here with
you this morning for this 21st Century Cup. Let me
introduce my co-host. She has been here before, she is
seen on CCTV 4 and CCTV 2, and she is a former
winner of the 21st Century Cup. And her name is, Miss
Liu Xin. ( Applause)

Co-host: Thank you, thank you. ( Applause) 1 am very
glad to be here today. First of all I would like to extend
our warmest welcome to everyone here today. This is
the fifth year that China Daily has hosted this competi-
tion.I was the winner of the first year. 1] actually
co-hosted the last two year’s competitions. So I'm very
honored to be here the fourth time, involved in this
competition. The first three competitions actually were
all held in Beijing. And last year they decided to bring it
around China. So last year it was in Shanghai, and this
year we’' re welcoming you here in Guangzhou, wel-
come. { Applause)

Host: This year the competition is organized by the 275
Century of China Daily and P & G Rejoice Brand,

co-ordinated by China University English Speaking As-
sociation, co-sponsored by EF Education, Eng-
lish-Speaking Union, Times Publish—
ing Group Singapore, Guangdong
Television, White Swan Hotel,

British Airways, Shanghai Foreign
Language & Education Press and
Cambridge University Press.
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co-host: Yes, now let’ s move
on to introduce the participants
of the competition. We have
24 participants from around
China, from as many universi-
ties around China as well.
They are from:

Co-host: Beijing University.
Host: Qinghua University.
Co-host: Foreign Affairs Col-
lege.

Host: Beijing Foreign Studies
University.
Co-host:
niversity.
Host:
China.
Co-host: Northeast China U-
niversity.

Host: Jilin University.
Co-host: Dalian Foreign Lan-
guages University.

Host: Nankai University.
Co-host: Xi’ an Jiaotong Uni-

versity.

Beijing Normal U-

Renmin University of

Host: Sichuan Union Univer-
sity.

Co-host: Shandong Universi-
ty.

Host: Fudan University.
Co-host: Shanghai
tional Studies University.
Host: Shanghai Jiaotong Uni-
versity.

Co-host: Wuhan University.
Host: Huazhong University of

Interna-
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Science and Technology.
Co-host: Guangdong Univer-

sity of Foreign Studies.
( Applause)

Co-host: from the host city,
right?

Host: Zhongshan University.
( Applause)

Co-host: Also from Guang-
dong.

Co-host: Shenzhen Universi-

ty. ( Applause)

Host: And for the first time we
have contestants from Hong
Kong and Macao. Welcome.

( Applause) They come from

the University of Hong
KOng ------
Co-host: Hong Kong Poly-

technic University and the U-
niversity of Macao. Let’ s ex-
tend our warmest welcome to
them for the first year.
( Applause)

Co-host: OK, so, let’ s intro-
duce the panel of judges.
Host: Ok,

men, the competition will be

ladies and gentle-

mediated by this panel of seven
and they are: Madam
Huang Qing, Deputy Edi-
tor-in- Chief of China Daily.
Co-host: Mr. Justine Gilbert,
British
Guangzhou. Welcome!

Host: Madam Liu Dailin, Pro-

judges,

Consul Director,
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fessor and Dean of Foreign
Languages  Department  of
China Central Radio and TV

University.

Co-host: Welcome! Mr. San-
dra Bereti, P&G Rejoice Brand
Manager.

Host:
Dean of the School of Foreign
Studies of Nanjing University.
Co-host: My ex-tutor when I
Wel-

Prof. Wang Shouren,

won the competition.
come!

Co-host: And Miss Kim Lee,
chief foreign editor in director
of the International Teacher
Association US. Welcome!
Host: And we welcome Mr.
Qin Xiubali,
PH. D supervisor from South
China University of Technol-
ogy. Welcome!

professor and

Co-host: Also in the panel are
three question masters who’ 1l
be responsible for raising ques-
tions to today’s contestants.
Mr. Bob Shitte,
of the

They are:

Consul Commercial
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British  Consulate
Guangzhou. Welcome!
Host:
Mark Canning, a Counsellor of
Press and Cultural, U. S Con-
sulate General, Guangzhou.
Co-host: And Mr. Chen Hui,
former deputy editor-in—chief
of China Daily.

Host: Let’
of the competition. ]

General,

And we welcome Mr.

s go over the rules
would
turn over to somebody who
knows the rules very well. Miss
Liu Xin.
Co-host:
it every time I host this com-
petition. Each of the contes-
tants will have five minutes to
give a prepared speech, and af-
ter that they will make an un-
prepared speech about a top-
ic. We’ll read out the topic for
the contestants right on the
stage, and that speech will be
like around three minutes
time. And after that, they will
answer questions raised by the

Ok. I get to explain

question masters. During the
prepared speech, a staff member
will raise a red cardboard to
indicate that there is only one
minute left. And then, at the
end of the five minutes, a bell
ring, and no more speeches.
Host: The topic for today for
“My

the prepared speech is
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Definition of Success’ . And as
we all know, the new century
has begun. China is facing a lot
of challenges as well as oppor-
the
many young people ask them-
selves is “FHow can I become
successful, and exactly, what is

tunities. And question

success?

Co-host: What is success?
Host: What is success***success
is being here with you this
morning. ( Laughter)

Co-host: Well, China Daily
therefore provides this forum
today for all these young tal-
ents from around China to tell
us what’s on their minds.
Actually in the past four years,
China Daily has been focused
on issues like environmental
protection or cultural commu-
nications between the east and
the west. Through these topics
they want to urge the young
people in China nowadays to
think
learn more about the world
while using the English lan-
guage.

Host: You find English in ev-
eryday use just about every-

about the world and

where in China on intemet,
on street signs,
like China
Century,

in newspapers

Daily and 21st

and of course radio
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and TV as well.

Co-host: Yes, if you’ ve
watched “The Worldwide
Watch” ---a little bic advertise-
ment of myself. ( Laughter) Ok,
so, where are we now?

Host: We are right here. We’ll

talk about the off-hand speech.
Co-host: The topic of the
off-hand speech will be read
out to the contestants right on
the stage. Ok, so, anything else?
Host: I think we should move
across to choosing the winners.
Co-host: Oh, ves,
ners. What they will get to-
day. Among those born after
May 12, 1979, the top two
contestants will be honored as

the win-

the most promising speakers of
this year. They will be invited
to participate in the Interna-
tional English Public Speaking
Competition organized by the
English-Speaking Union in
London later this year, that’ s
what I did.

Host: There is a date made of
May 12, 1979, those born be-
fore that date, or after that date
actually. May 12, 1979, why
that date? Because this was de~
cided by the English-Speaking
Union, and all the participants
in London, in the next month
of May, have to born after May
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12, 1979. So this is decided on
the international basis, so that’s
why we come up with the date
May 12, 1979.

Co-host: Yes. Among the re-
maining contestants,
two will be awarded a two
the

week training course in

international language school
in Britain sponsored by EF E-
ducation. The 3rd and 4th
place winners will be awarded
a study trip to Singapore
sponsored by the Times Pub-
lishing Group.

Host: The next six among the
rest will receive a cash prize,
the

demonstrates

contestant who
the self-

confidence will receive a spe-

and

most

cial prize sponsored by Rejoice
Brand.

Co-host: Yes. All the contes-
tants and their tutors will re-
the
and

ceive certificates from

English-Speaking Union
book prizes by
Shanghai Foreign Language
Press and Cambridge Univer-
sity Press.

Host: And the top winner of
all the contestants will take on

provided

the 21st Century Cup, as we

show that right now. Can you

Liu Xin? Your name

do that,

the top Y
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is actually the first on the
21st Century Cup.
Co-host: Yes. We are very
anxious to see whose name
will be on it this year.

Host: And the runner-up
will receive the 21st Century
Plate.
Co-host: Ok, ladies and
gentlemen, are we clear about
the rules and the awards?
Host: We are set to go. Let’s
begin.

Co-host: Now, lets welcome
contestant No. 1.

( Applause)
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“Once upon a time, there was a
king who had a daughter as beautiful as
a blooming rose. To all the suitors who
came to the king’s palace to ask for the
hand of the princess, the old king as-
signed three tasks to be accomplished,
each next to impossible. One day, into
the king’ s palace came a handsome
young prince. .. Well, you know the
rest. The three tasks may be different in
different versions, but the main plot is
always the same, with the prince claim-
ing the princess’ s hand- triumphant-
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