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PREFACE.

The History of China now given to the public is the work of Mr. Chu
Ke, a Christian scholar of recognized literary ability. He has been a lifelong
student of Chinese history, and this work is built upon the most reliable records.
For many years Mr. Chu has been the literary assistant to the writer of this
preface in his various lines of work, and it was at his suggestion that the
Chinese History was undertaken. The hope was that a serviceable text-book
- would be produced for use in Christian schools in China. The period of Chinese
history is so vast that a discussion of events of moderate fullness becomes too
extended for use in schools, while a severe condensation becomes a mass of bones
with little to command the interest of either teacher or pupils.m Mr. Chu was
assigned the difficult task of setting the bones of; Chinese history in proper order
and adding sufficient meat to sustain the interest of students in the work of
acquisition. : ‘

It is believed that Mr. Chu from his long contact with foreign thought &
has caught something of the spirit of the western historian, and that his writing
will be found to move on legs and not on the stomach! The aim in style has
been purity and simplicity, to produce a glass through which to see events, and

not one to constantly call attention to its own beauty! At the end of a pemoal '

special monographs are given on the lives of noted individuals whose personalities
could only be imperfectly presented in the general movement of the history.
Headings of contents are placed above the text which in the class-room can- easily
be transformed into questions. There is abundant naterial in the text to occupy.
students for two years with four or five weekly recitations.
Mr. G. D. Wilder has acted as general editor in giving the History to

the public. He has given much time to the preparation of a set of maps which

illustrate the political changes in China, and if properly used will help students to
~ an orderly knowledge of the even tnTo'H:wmy The wise teacher will make good
use of these maps in reviewing the work of students, and will make careful effort -
to break up the evil habit among Chinese students of giving merely verbal
recitations, a repetition of the text without proper reflection upon its meaning. A
student must make for himself a mental picture of persons and events in their
relations if he is to carry through the years an abiding impression of his study.
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A Mr. Chu was for some years a teacher in the Peking University, and his
history was being printed in the University Press when the manuseript was
destroyed in the general Boxer conflagration. Fortunately, classes of students in
the North China College had studied sections of the history in forn er years, and
the larger portion was recovered from their hands, though in an imperfect form.
Mr. Chu with the assistance of other scholars has given the whole work a
thorough revision, and it is hoped that the book as now given to the public will
be found to have excellencies that will win for it a place in the New Literature of
China, and that it will help both foreign and Chinese students to a better know-
ledge of the ewvolution of Chinese civilization. .

It is to be regretted that the work as now issued does not include an out-
line of the present dynasty. This defect will be corrected in the next edition.
Mr. Chu is now preparing from Chinese sources the opening section of this

. history to which I propose to add from foreign sources the important events in

China’s relations with other nations.

D. Z. SHEFFIELD,
North China Union College,

Tungchou,

Dee. 15th, 1906.
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