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PUBLISHER’'S NOTE

China has long had a considerable body of indi-
vidual statutes and regulations on criminal law
and procedure. However, it was not until 1979 that
the People’s Republic of China enacted her first com-
prehensive codes of law in these fundamental areas.
The two laws represent the distillation of years of de-
bate and practical experience, and form an essential
basis for China’s effort to establish a sound socialist
legal system.

The present volume includes translations of the
Criminal Law and Criminal Procedure Law as well
as several subsequent decisions that amend or sup-
plement the two laws to reflect particular problems
such as the rise in economic crime. The English
translations contained in this volume are not au-
thorized by official quarters. Therefore, the Chinese
originals must be referred to in case of doubt as to
interpretation.

The translations of the two laws have appeared
in similar form in the U.S. Journal of Criminal Law

and Criminology, Spring 1982.

The translators are Jerome A. Cohen, American
lawyer and former Professor of Law and Director
of East Asian Legal Studies, Harvard Law School,
U.S.A,, Timothy A. Gelatt, B.A., University of
Pennsylvania, J.D., Harvard Law School, now an
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American lawyer in Hong Kong, and Florence M.L.
Li, S.J.D., Harvard Law School, collaborating with
Mr. Cohen on studies of Chinese law.

Various associates of Messrs. Cohen and Gelatt
are to be thanked for their contributions, including
Alexandra Tod who assisted with the Glossaries.



CONTENTS

H x

The Criminal Law of the People’s Republic of
China
HrAE N\ R AL E 7

The Criminal Procedure Law of the People’s
Republic of China

rAE N RILABE RS i/A
Appendices:
Mt 3 s

Decision of the Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress Regarding the
Question of Approval of Cases Involving
Death Sentences

LEARREZBRSGEFERESKT FOH R M 2
Ve L ) e 7E

Decision of the Standing Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress Regarding the Han-
dling of Offenders Undergoing Reform
Through Labour and Persons Undergoing Re-

1

65

111
169

217

219



9 CONTENTS

habilitation Through Labour Who Escape or

Commit New Crimes 220
EZEARNREZRESHHZRRASET L BER K H
EFILIEW 5T BB 57 S I B 2 224

Decision of the Standing Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress Regarding the Ques-
tion of the Time Limits for Handling Criminal

Cases 226
EEARNKRERSHSRASKRTHERZ G L%
PR 7] 1) e 8 228

Decision of the Standing Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress Regarding the Se-
vere Punishment of Criminals Who Seriously

Undermine the Economy 229
EEARRERSHHFBERSX FHE™ EB T
L FELHBRE 234

Decision of the Standing Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress Regarding the Se-
vere Punishment of Criminal Elements Who

Seriously Endanger Public Security 241
éElAEPcz‘qjtz: WHRERSKT™ & E o ¥
SERZNLRL THRRE 243

Decision of the Standing Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress Regarding the Pro-
cedure for Rapid Adjudication of Cases In-
volving Criminal Elements Who Seriously
Endanger Fublic Security 246



CONTENTS 3

EEARRRASFFLRAS R TR & & H ™ &
EEHSELZNLES FHBRFOTE 248
Decision of the Standing Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress Regarding the Exer-
cise by the State Security Organs of the
Public Security Organs’ Powers of Investiga-
tion, Detention, Preparatory Examination
and Carrying out Arrest 250
EEARRERSHEFZASX TR XL &M%
IEAZPEM I, B, DU MR TR
HYERAL A P 7E 251

English-Chinese Glossary
B DL I 22 252

Chinese-English Glossary
e STHRIEEES 273



CONTENTS

H x

The Criminal Law of the People’s Republic of
China
HrAE N\ R AL E 7

The Criminal Procedure Law of the People’s
Republic of China

rAE N RILABE RS i/A
Appendices:
Mt 3 s

Decision of the Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress Regarding the
Question of Approval of Cases Involving
Death Sentences

LEARREZBRSGEFERESKT FOH R M 2
Ve L ) e 7E

Decision of the Standing Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress Regarding the Han-
dling of Offenders Undergoing Reform
Through Labour and Persons Undergoing Re-

1

65

111
169

217

219



9 CONTENTS

habilitation Through Labour Who Escape or

Commit New Crimes 220
EZEARNREZRESHHZRRASET L BER K H
EFILIEW 5T BB 57 S I B 2 224

Decision of the Standing Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress Regarding the Ques-
tion of the Time Limits for Handling Criminal

Cases 226
EEARNKRERSHSRASKRTHERZ G L%
PR 7] 1) e 8 228

Decision of the Standing Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress Regarding the Se-
vere Punishment of Criminals Who Seriously

Undermine the Economy 229
EEARRERSHHFBERSX FHE™ EB T
L FELHBRE 234

Decision of the Standing Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress Regarding the Se-
vere Punishment of Criminal Elements Who

Seriously Endanger Public Security 241
éElAEPcz‘qjtz: WHRERSKT™ & E o ¥
SERZNLRL THRRE 243

Decision of the Standing Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress Regarding the Pro-
cedure for Rapid Adjudication of Cases In-
volving Criminal Elements Who Seriously
Endanger Fublic Security 246



CONTENTS 3

SEARMREK WS ERSLT R 0 4 7 R
fis dAk £ i BT T BRI OB 248

Decision of the Standing Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress Regarding the Exer-
cise by the State Security Organs of the
Public Security Organs’ Powers of Investiga-
tion, Detention, Preparatory Examination
and Carrying out Arrest 250
EEARRZRASHFZERASXTEH R L 2P R
IEAZHRAORE., B, DA M7
BB P 251

English-Chinese Glossary
PEPORIE X R R 252

Chinese-English Glossary
ESTRRER 273






THE CRIMINAL LAW OF THE
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC
OF CHINA

(Adopted by the Second Session of the Fifth
National People’s Congress, July 1, 1979
and Effective as of January 1, 1980)
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