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Social Conversation

-

1. Smail Talk

"Small talk" means discussing ordinary things just

to be friendly and polite. Topics of small talk are;
the weather, members of the family, health, and the
like. When talking aﬁout the weather, remember:that
temperatures are measured in Fahrenheit. ‘

—It sure is hot today, isn't it?
—Yes. It must be over ninety.

—1'11 be glad to get home. We've got air conditioning,
so it's quite nice inside. Rl

—You're lucky. We haven't bought an alrcondlt;onlng yet.

Mabye next year.

-1 advise you not to wait., It makes the summer so much

more comfortable.
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—You're looking good. You've got a nice suntan.

—Thanks. I've been doing a lot of swimming.

—I wish I had time to get out to the beach. But we're:
terribly busy at the office-

—Can't you get away on Sundays?

—Yes. But then the beaches are so crowded I don't feel
like going.

—1 hear your son went away ta college.
—Yes. It hardly seems possible that he's that old already.

—Yes‘ I can remember when he was just a little boy. How
timg flies!
2. Discussing Things Chinese

Americans will expect you as a Chinese to give them
information about your country. As a matter of fact,
until an American gets to know you personally,
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your country and- its customs: will prcbably be the main

topic of conversation.

—1've ‘always wanted to go to Taiwan. It must be a fasc-

inating place.

—I suppose- it is. To us Chinese, of course, it doesn't

seem fascinating at all.
—Is it true that Taiwan is full of mystery and intrigue?

—1'm afraid you're thinking of prewar detective and spy
stories. I think you'll find most Chinese quite strai-
ghtforward and frank.

—But I'hear your'mannérs and etiquette are rigidly
prescribed by custom.

—Again, I'm afraid you're thinking of 0ld Taiwan. Modern -
Chinese, especially in the big cities, havé become quite
westernized. Of course, we still bow and say some of the
old polite greetings. But®you do the same thing im this
country.
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—We don't bow, do we?

.

—No. But you shake hands. It's the same thing, actually.

3. Ghinese and American. Food

Americans will be interested in typical Chinese dishes
and eating habits. It will be difficult for them, howev-
er, to explain about typical American dishes, since Amer-
ican cooking is a combination of things from various co-
untries throughout the world.

—1've heard that you eat raw fish in Taiwan.
—Yes. It's qu?te good.

—I'd>like to try if sometime.

—Is it true that you eat raw meat sometimes?

~Well, there's a German dish made of raw hamburger. It's
not so popular in the States, but sometimes it's served
at smorgasbord restaurants. :
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What does smorgasbord mean? -

It's a Swedish type of dinner ‘served buffet style. There
are ‘usually fifty to' sixty dishes. You can hélp yourselt
to all you want.

-Oh, 1 'know' what'you meq’. In Taiwan we call ik “Viking."
e v 29 0 B 48

4. The Chinese and American Governments -~

The American governmental System ‘consists of three
parts;*&héfeﬁéihfivé branch, the Iegislétive Branch,
and the judicial branch. The chief eXeeutive is the’
President with his cabinet. The législative branchiis
called Congress, which is divided into 'two houses..the
House of Representatives and the Senate. 'The judicial
branch cousists of the' Supfeme Court. The CHinese gov-—
ermental system is similar to: tife ‘Am@rigams, exceptsthat
if consists of five parts instead of three. The two add-
itional branch are examinative and control, and the leg-
_islative branch consists of Legislative Yfuan and the
zational Assembly.
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5. The World Situation

Probably the topic of Communism and the Free World
comes up in conversation in relation to the world sit-
uation more thpnﬁany other subject.

-Do you think there'll be an all-out war in the near
future?

—Not for a while, anyway. Every nation knows the terrible
weapons that could be used. Right now, there's a deadly
balance of power.

~The next war will be the last, don't you think?

—Definitely. It'll probably be the end of the human race.
You know, once reptiles ruled the world. According to
scientists, if we have a nuclear war, insects are best
equipped to survive. They say the next age will be' the
Cockroach Age. 3

—It's terrible to think that modern science is helping
to prepare the world to be inhabited only by insects.

—It is. But if it happens, it'll be our own fault.
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