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The liturgical chants of the Russian and otner Slavic
Orthodox Churches (which are all for a capella choir, since
organs or other musical instruments are not permitted)
demonstrate a unique blend of traditions and are quite dif-

5 ferent from those of many other branches of Eastern Ortho- .
doxy. Although the earliest sources of Slavic chants were
the Byzantine chants brought by missionaries nearly a thou-
sand years ago, the Byzantine originals gradually underwent
further development in the Slavic lands. What emerged

10 was a combination of East and West — the original Byzantine
models redefined in Stavic terrﬁs, tempered by the Slavic
choral tradition, and much influenced by Western European
ideas of rhythm and harmony. It is the combination that
makes Slav chants so different from those of Greeks, Syri-

1$ ans, and others from areas closer to the Byzantine home-
land.



