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On the 24th of February 1815,

the walls of Fort Saint-Jean in

Marseilles were packed with excited

spectators watching the Pharaon as

1. majestically adv. it sailed in majestically', back from
I s travels in the East.

But, the ship looked so lifeless.
What could the matter be? Looking
closely, some people noticed that a
tall young sailor, instead of old
2. heim n. #e#5, Captain Leclere, stood at the helm”

o of the ship. It was Edmond Dantes.
3. monsieur n. % Monsieur’ Morrel, the owner of
O the ship, anxious to find out what
had happened, got into a small boat
and rowed towards the ship as she
entered the harbour. Edmond came
to the side of the ship to greet the
approa ching visitor. Dantes was a
fine, tall, slim, young man of eighteen
or twenty with black eyes and hair.
He had the calm and determined look
of one who was used to handling

dangers of any kind.
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“Abh, is it you Dantes?” cried the
ship owner. “Is something wrong
aboard?”
“Sir, a great disaster took place
during the journey—our brave
Captain Leclere died of brain fever
soon after we left Naples. But, I
assure you, Monsieur Morrel, the
cargo' is safe.” 1.cargo n. %
Dantes turned to tell the crew to
lower the sails. Resuming® the 2 resume vt @3
conversation with Morrel, the young e
man was unable to hide his grief.
“Why Edmond, we are all mortal® 3. r;(o;e;] adj. 7 fig
and the old must make way for the
young. If not there would be no
promotion...”
When Morrel came aboard the
ship, Dantes introduced the owner to
Danglars, the officer in charge of
the cargo. Leaving the two men to
talk, Dantes moved away to
supervise the anchoring® of the ship. 4 anchor n. i,

vi. it
A man of about twenty-five, Danglars,
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1. gleam vi. (HR #f
) RE W, WE
i RMOE, BY
[R5

2. mate n. KK
B F

3. briskly adj. (%
T a2 k) B SE
A {5, A Y

was a rather unattractive person.
The crew disliked him for he was
often rude to them but extremely
polite to his superiors.

Discussing the captain’s death
with Danglars, M. Morrel praised
Dantes and said that he would make
an ideal captain.

“In fact, sir,” said Danglars, his
eyes gleaming' with hate, “barely
a few days after the captain’s
death, Dantes took charge without
consulting anyone. And then he
spent a day and a half at the island
of Elba instead of heading straight
for Marseilles.”

“But as the captain’s mate” it
was his duty to take command of
the ship,” replied M. Morrel.

Watching Dantes briskly’ direct
the crew as they anchored the ship,
Danglars commented, “He fancies
himself the captain of the ship
already.”
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“But he seems quite a thorough
seaman to me,” replied the owner
and called out to Dantes. Danglars
stepped back as Dantes approached.

“You wished to see me, sir?”
said Dantes.

“Why did you stop at the island
of Elba, Dantes?”

“Only to fulfill the last instruc-
tions of Captain Leclere who gave me

a packet for Napoleon Bonaparte' 1. Napoleon Bona-
just before he died.” rig ML
Morrel was a secret supporter of
Napoleon Bonaparte, the former
French emperor, now exiled® in 2 exile w. i
Elba. So he was happy to hear that
Dantes had met Bonaparte. He
advised Edmond not to tell anyone
about his visit to Elba as Bonapartists
were often punished.
The ship docked’ at the port and 3. dock
M. Morrel said, “ If you have
nothing more to do here, would you
come and dine with me?”



1. sparkle vi. A
*k, N

2. sole adj. ME—f¥

3. finalise vt. 3£ B

Edmond was delighted, and said,
“Sir, I thank you for the invitation
but, with your permission, I would
wish to visit my father whom I
haven’t seen for three months.”

“Of course. You have managed
my affairs so well that I must allow
you all the time you want. Are you
in need of any money?”

“ No, sir, I’ve nearly three
months’ wages with me.”

“That’s wonderful. But be back
in three months for the Pharaon
cannot set sail without her
captain,” said M. Morrel, patting
the young sailor on the back.

Dantes’ eyes sparkled' with joy
and pride. “Sir, you touch upon the

‘most secret wishes of my heart. Will

you really make me the captain?”
“If 1T were the sole” owner I
would finalise’ the appointment this
very moment, but [ have a partner who
also has to agree. You have one out of






. providence n. b

#, b
. deserving

adj.

MR, HEM
. bid farewell to

. sprang (spring

B £X)
Bk BR

2k,

two votes. Rely on me to get you the
other.”

Deeply moved, Dantes grasped
the owner’s hand and thanked him.
“That’s all right, Edmond. There’s a
providence' that watches over the
deserving®” said Morrel.

Bidding farewell to® Morrel,
Dantes borrowed the ship owner’s
small boat and set off to meet
his father. On reaching the shore,
the young man sprang' out and
disappeared in the crowd.
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1. pack vt %
be packed with HRKEH, WEH

The book is packed with a lot of information.

XABPERERGFER,
2. promote  vt.
1) #7F, FHR

She worked hard and was soon promoted.

TAES 1, AAMBRERT,

2) fess, e

The band has gone on tour to promote their new album.

XANRBAE 23 [ £ Al ] 8Bk 4R

promotion n. #&Ft, FHHR

Her promotion to Sales Manager took everyone by surprise.

EARKMLHESRE, XME N ARBRBIZH,
3. supervise

vt W, BB, B

She supervised the children playing near the pool.

1l 7 BB 7Kt BT ) 741D

superior adj. (ML, 25, HfD) HEH

my superior officer KK FREF
4. make .

1) R, &E&

He would have made an excellent teacher.

flb AR T AR R — 44 G2 0,

2) il

She makes her own clothes.



