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Preface to the CCAST—World Laboratory Series

The China Center of Advanced Science and technology (CCAST)
was established on October 17, 1986 through the strong support of
World Laboratory and the Chinese Government. Its purpose is to
introduce important frontier areas of science to China, to foster their
growth by providing a suitable environment, and to promote free ex-
change of scientific information between China and other nations.

An important component of CCAST's activities is the organiza-
tion of domestic and international* symposium/workshops. Each
academic year we hold about 20 domestic symposium/workshops
which last an average of one to two weeks each. The subjects are
carefully chosen to cover advanced areas that are of particular in-
terest to Chinese scientists. About 30-60 participants, from senior
scientists to graduate students, are selected on a nationwide basis
for each program. During each workshop these scientists hold daily
seminars and work closely with each other.

Since 1990, CCAST has also sponsored a vigorous program for
young Chinese scientists who have already made world—class con-
tributions and are currently doing research abroad. They return to
China to participate the domestic symposium /workshops, to lecture
at CCAST and to collaborate with their colleagues at home. In this
way, they can bring to China their own expertise, and when they go
back to their institutions abroad they will be able to circulate in turn
the knowledge they have acquired in China.

China is at a pivotal point in her scientific development. She is
gradually emerging as an important and dynamic force in shaping the
advanced science and technology of the future. This series is part of
the this remarkable evolution. It records the effort, dedication, and
sharing of knowledge by the Chinese scientists, at home and abroad.

T.D. Lee

* The CCAST international symposium /workshop series is published separately by
Gordon and Breach Scientific Publishers.
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