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FOREWORD

Liangzhu culture was first discovered over half a century ago, but
archaeological discoveries in the past decade enable us to acquire a deeper
understanding of this unique neolithic culture. In 1982, at Fuquanshan, Qingpu
county, Shanghai, an earth-built mound for burials was first discovered and
traces of fire ceremony was observed. Large amount of jade artefacts of superb
quality were excavated from the tombs of the leading clansman located on top
of the artificial mound. The new discovery revealed to us for the first time the
burial sites of Liangzhu people which heretofore has been unknown to scholars.
Subsequently, archaeologists spotted similar artificial mounds in Fanshan and
Yaoshan, Yuhang county of Zhejiang province, giving impetus to the study of
Liangzhu culture.

Evidently, the Liangzhu culture had been an important factor in the for-
mation of Chinese civilization. Its exquisite jade artefacts and superb carving
technique as well as unique black pottery was subsequently inherited by Xia
and Shang dynasty cultures. As one of the most distinguished neolithic cultures
in southeast China, Liangzhu culture has become a popular research topic
among academicians.

After meticulous planning and preparation, the gems of Liangzhu cul-
ture from the esteemed collection of the Shanghai Museum are here for viewing
in Hong Kong. I am sure viewers would be delighted to enjoy the exhibition
which is the result of the first co-operation between the Shanghai Museum and
the Hong Kong Museum of History. We sincerely hope that the Liangzhu exhi-
bition would turn out to be a great success and would like to take this opportu-
nity to extend our warmest thanks to the staff of the Hong Kong Museum of

History for their great effort in the preparation of this exhibition without which
the exhibition could never be realized.

Ma Chengyuan
Director
Shanghai Museum
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FOREWORD

For a long time, it was believed that the Yellow River basin was the cra-
dle of ancient Chinese civilization. In recent years, with new discoveries in
archaeology, people gradually realized that the Yangzi River basin had also
nurtured ancient cultures. Hangzhou Bay and the Taihu district at the lower
reaches of Yangzi River had been one of the centres of ancient Chinese culture.
Liangzhu culture nurtured by this area at one time created material culture of a
very high standard, and had been an important factor in the formation of
Chinese civilization.

Liangzhu was a neolithic culture which dated back to 4900 to 3900
before present. Its finely polished stone tools, black pottery of various types and
exquisitely carved large jade ceremonial pieces have arrested the attention of
both Chinese and overseas scholars. According to studies by archaeologists on
the Liangzhu sites and finds, Liangzhu people had developed very well the cul-
tivation of rice and commanded excellent handicraft skills. Liangzhu people
started sericulture, and their fishery and transport by water were very advanced.
Liangzhu culture influenced contemporary cultures in many districts. It is worth
noting that the burials of Shixia culture and the sites at Tiangan of Haifeng
county and Luwei of Fenkai county have yielded jade pieces such as cong,
zhuo and bi similar to those of Liangzhu culture, and that both the Shang and
Zhou dynasties had taken quite a bit of their nourishment from Liangzhu cul-
ture. In short, Liangzhu culture was one of the elements which combined to
form the brilliant civilization of China.

In 1986 the Urban Council made an official visit to China. While in
Shanghai the delegation visited the Shanghai Museum and viewed the precious
and world famous collection of Liangzhu culture relics. The delegation also
considered the possibility of arranging a loan exhibition so that the people of
Hong Kong could have a chance of viewing the treasures. After detailed negoti-
ation and careful planning between the Hong Kong Museum of History and the
Shanghai Museum, the project has come through and the treasures of Liangzhu
culture can now be seen in Hong Kong.

This loan exhibition is a memorable event which marks a significant
step in the cultural exchange between Shanghai and Hong Kong, and we are
highly - honoured that Mr. Huang Xuanpei, Deputy Director of Shanghai
Museum, has taken up the project personally and has written an article on the
unique qualities of Liangzhu culture. In addition, we would like to express our
sincere thanks to the specialists of Shanghai Museum who selected and pho-
tographed the exhibits, to Dr. Solomon Bard, our Hon. Adviser, who edited the
English translation of Mr. Huang’s article, and last but not least, to Prof. Jao
Tsung-i, whose elegant calligraphy graces the cover of this catalogue.

Ho Ching-hin
Chief Curator
Hong Kong Museum of History
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