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MT. TAISHAN N

Mt. Taishan is known as first among China’s five sacred mountdins, the other four being
Hengshan or South Mountain in-Hunan Province, Huashan or West Mountain in Shaanxi
Province, Hongshan or North Mountain in Shanxi Province, and Songshan or Central
Mountain in Henan Province. It was known in olden times as Dai Zong (Mountain Above
Mountains) or Dong Yue (East Mountain). A scenic spot of great renown, it has attraction
for tourists both at home and abroad.

Situated in central Shandong Province and lying east of the North China Plain, with the
Shandong peninsula to the east, the entire mountain range extends 200-plus kilometres
along the south bank of the Huanghe River for a total area of 626 square kilometres,
Mt. Taishan, with its principal peak in Tai'an County 50 kilometres south of the Shandong
provincial capital of Jinan, rises 1,545 metres above sea level. Numerous grotesque
peaks and crests provide « panorama of the mountain “rising straight from the ground
into heaven”.

Mt. Taishan was formed 2,000-2,500 million years ago when the earth’s crust was
thrust up in a primeval movement. The rock on Mt. Taishan is hard, and is known as
granite-gneiss. Apart from varied, majestic and extremely impressive natural sights, Mt.
Taishan affords a wealth of cultural relics, making it o natural museum of Chinese culture
and treasure-house of Oriental historical relics. As the site of the world-famous
Dawenkou and Longshan cultures, Mt. Taishan is one of the most highly developed areas
of ancient Chinese civilization.

Many fables, legends and literary works both past and present relate to or are based
on stories of Mt. Taishan, while through the generations songs and literary praises of this
peak have been created, sung or recorded. China's emperors invariably revered Mt.
Taishan as a sacred peak transcending all others, a spiritual pillar protecting their
imperial power. They made personal pilgrimages to Mt. Taishan and held grand
ceremonies on its summit, beseeching heaven for peace and offering thanks for
tranquillity and prosperity. Or they sent emissaries to offer sacrifices at sites of worship.
Each pilgrimage left behind on Mt. Taishan new temples, deities in sculpture, and carved
inscriptions on rock cliff-sides. No celebrity throughout China’s history missed the
satisfaction of visiting Mt. Taishan and penning his impressions, many well-known poems
and essays being the result. Confucius of the Zhou Dynasty, Sima Qian and Sima Xiangru




of Han, Lu Ji of Jin, Li Bai and Du Fu of Tang, Su Shi and Su Zhe of Song, as well as a
number of other notables through the Kin, Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties all paid
homage at Mt. Taishan despite differences in view and social position, and their eulogies
form a valuable historical legacy. Some thousand ancient and modern poems have been
found, all singing the praises of Mt. Taishan. In fact, the entire peak abounds with
inscribed rocks, commemorative stone tablets and monuments. Especially artistic are the
Qin and Han dynasty monuments, the huge characters carved in the Six Dynasties, Tang
and Song dynasty inscribed rock monuments, and other engraved works. Groups of
ancient buildings erected by various emperors include the Temple to the God of Mt.
Taishan, Azure Cloud Temple, Pervading Light Temple and Divine Rock Temple. These
structures among inscribed rocks, carvings and sculptured works present a scene of the
Chinese people’s cultural legacy over the past several thousand years. A visit to Mt.
Taishan will reward the person who finds China’s history and calligraphic art fascinating.

But the natural picturesque scenes of the peak are also worth seeing. Its summit, Jade
Emperor Peak, 20 kilometres from the foot, may be reached by climbing 6,293 stone
steps. Varied scenes unfold before the climber’s eyes as he ascends the winding steps.
Streams meander among the serried hills, and a road and then paths take one to the
peaks. The sky is very blue on fine days against o long chain of peaks, and the
Wenhe River narrows into a silver ribbon. Dawn brings a spectacular sunrise and a view
of the East Seq, followed on some days by vast waves of morning clouds. At sunset the
Huanghe River is a resplendent golden glow. Four famous scenes on the summit hove
been named Glowing Sunrise, Sunset Glow, Halo over Azure Cloud, and Jade Plate
Floating on Cloud Sea. But whether the climber approaches the summit from the Temple
to the God of Mt. Taishan at the foot, from the Halfway Gate to Heaven, or passes the
Taishan Shade and stops for @ view of the Rear Rock Basin, he cannot miss the marvellous
pines dating from the Qin Dynasty, curiously shaped rocks and hills, and the magnificent
waterfall. From the muititude of unique scenes, cultural relics and fascinating historical
objects this album presents only a few of the sites of special interest.

Climbers used to say they were “ascending to heaven” when they laboured their way
up. Now it can be “climbed” to the midway point, the Halfway Gate to Heaven, by car
via a winding road from Taishan Hotel, or even from the railway station. Plans are being
made for a cable car between the Hulfway Gate to Heaven and the summit so that
“heaven can be visited in a single day”.
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Sunrise over Mt. Taishan
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TEMPLE TO THE GOD OF MT. TAISHAN

This was where prayers were said and sacrifices offered to the God of Mt.
Taishan., Empérors were among those who paid homage to the God of Taishan.

The temple served in the Qin Dynasty for sacrificial ancestor worship,
according to records of the time. By the Han Dynasty palaces were built;
structures were added in the 13th year of the Kaiyuan period (A.D. 725) of
the Tang Dynasty, and during the second year of the Xiangfu reign
(A.D. 1009) of the Song Dynasty the temple area was considerably expand-
ed. Construction continved in the following dynasties.

The entire temple area covers 96,000 square metres enclosed by 10-metre-
high walls. Laid out in ancient palace style, the grounds include the Heavenly
Side and Righteous Peace gates, with the magnificent main building, the Palace
of Heavenly Blessing, on the north-south central axis. Three halls flank the
palace at the rear, while further on is the Rear Palace Gate, north of the
temple. Other gates before and on both sides of the temple are the Sun-
Facing, East Side, West Side, Height-Admiring, Grandeur-Heralding, East
Flowery and West Flowery gates. Two wings of 800-some sections make up a
magnificent group of temple buildings, which as a symbol of the fine tradition
of ancient architectural art of unique style is a valuable national legacy.

Apart from the buildings on the central axis, there are also the Han Dynasty
Cypress Tree Court and Eastern Imperial Hall, the latter being the residence of
Emperor Qian Long (1736-95) of the Qing Dynasty during his pilgrimages to
Mt. Taishan. It is now a palatial hall exhibiting vessels and other sacrificial
objects offered to heaven by China’s emperors through the ages. Inside the
Rear Palace Gate, to the east and west stand a bronze pavilion and an iron
pagoda dating from the Ming Dynasty.
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TEMPLE TO THE GOD
OF MT. TAISHAN ARCH

Outside the Sun-Facing Gate
and behind the Pavilion for
Paying Homage from Afar
stands the Temple to the God of
Mt. Taishan Arch. A passage-
way between the pavilion and
the temple was closed during
the Ming Dynasty when «
statue of the Supreme Lord of

Azure Cloud was erected. Then,
during the reign of Emperor
Kang Xi in Qing, the provincial
treasurer Shi Tianyi had the arch
erected on the open ground
before the Sun-Facing Gate.
This imposing, finely carved arch
stands as one of China’s rare
architectural art specimens.
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PALACE OF HEAVENLY BLESSING

This is the main hall of the Temple to the God of Mt. Taishan and
one of China’s three foremost palatial halls, the others being the Hall
of Supreme Harmony in Beijing’s Palace Museum (former Forbidden
City) and Hall of Great Attainment in the Temple to Confucius in
Qufy, Shandong Province. The Palace of Heavenly Blessing, built in
1009, was the earliest. It is 48.7 metres long, 19.79 metres wide
and 22.3 metres high, with double eaves each in eight layers, while
the roof is splendidly covered with yellow tiles and supported by
brackets bearing elegant paintings. This palace was built in 1009
during the reign of Emperor Zhen Zong of the Song Dynasty in
commemoration of a certain “heavenly book. History says that in
the year 1004, when the Qidan tribe overran. the Central Plains,
Zhen Zong won victories after accepting the policy of resistance
advocated by a strategist under him, Kou Zhun. However, influenced
by others headed by Wang Qinruo who were weary of war, the
Song Court sued for peace and paid indemnities to the Qidans
despite battles won against them. Wang Qinruo then sought to
justify the capitulation with the fairy-tale that a “heavenly book”
resided on Mt. Taishan, and on its behalf he requested Emperor
Zhen Zong to make a pilgrimage there and pay homage. The sixth
day of the sixth month was fixed as Heavenly Blessing Day, and the
Palace of Heavenly Blessing was built to the “heavenly book”.







