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PREFACE

1t’s 2 well-known fact that students sometimes fall in love with their profs.
It’s a lesser known (or publicized) fact that teachers also sometimes fall in
love with their students. In this particular affair the feeling is mutual. With
the fellows, it’s automatic, for Prof Li is a very attractive lady indeed. With
the girls, it’s usually admiration via imitation, which surprises the prof but

which she finds most flattering.

1 joined this group of devotees in the fall of ’71 having come to Taipei
with the idea of doing some research in Chinese Art History and learning a
little Chinese. I joined at first by accident. I had no choice for Professor Li’s
house was always full of students and in order to talk to my frien(i Pao-yu,

1 had to wait for a lull in the students’ clatter to get a word in edgewise.

1 defeated my own purpose of course, for who can learn to speak Chinese
in a house where the major topic of conversation is English? The students were
complaining about their English texts. The general consensus was that they
were “out-dated”, “bookish” and #a real drag”. Prof Li, they insisted, should
write her own material, They didn’t want to learn “school-kid”, “stuffed shirt”

English, they said, but they wanted to speak like a native — like Miss Li.

When I came into the picture they latched onto me too. ¥Would I help?”
They were charming — who could resist — yes, if they could talk Miss Li
inte it — I would help. That was a year ago. The winter activity at the Li
house has been feverish. Students running in and out, typing, translating,
dreaming up advertisements, making posters. Miss Li writing, correcting,
rewriting, proofreading and rewriting again. Barbara R. Schuyler helping out
with all the final revising and proofreading. And me — getting my kicks,
cooking up the sketches for the chapter headings. It was fun but it was a
struggle for all of us. We burned the candle 2t both euds. The students trying
to keep up with their homework, Pao-yu trying to keep up with her teaching
job amd me trying to finish my research project. But, with the enthusiasm of
amateurs on the verge of their professional accomplishment we finally finished
the job. Is it perfect? Is anything ever? The verdict — not bad, not bad at alll

So what do we do now? Write another book, naturally!
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Meanwhile I have now joined the Pao-yu Fan Club. In the U.S. she w:
just one more person with a good academic background in English. There in

Taipei she has blossomed into a real teacher the kind you always wished to

have but seldom were ever lucky enough to get.
As for me — I didn’t learn much Chinese but I did learn a lot of things
about English. For instance — It’s a pretty interesting language and I’m not

putting you on, I’m a natural born American,

Sundi Newcomb, M.A.



INTRODUCTION

I first met Prefessor Li — she was then Miss Li — several years ago in
the United States. She was an Education major at Miami University in Oxford,
Ohio, concentrating in the field of teaching English to the Foreign Student.
After she earned her M. A. degree, she taught at a high school in New Jersey.

I next met Miss Li quite unexpectedly when I was invited to spesk at a
Tamkang College seminar on American Civilization. Miss Li was also there
leading the American Education discussion. I was not surprised to discover she
is now a professor teaching English to young Chinese students. If anyone could
master the language, it was Miss Li with her burning desire for knowledge
and for an understanding of the strange culture of those foreigners — the

Americans,

Professor Li has not been content to limit her teaching of English to the
relatively few students fortunate enough to be in her class. As a result of her
experiences in America, she realized that students in China were at a serious
disadvantage. They were being taught an outdated and stuffy English. Morever,
the main emphasis was on only learning the rules of English grammar. The

results of such teaching methods were not encouraging.

I myself have met many young Chinese studenis on my duty since 1955
whose knowledge of English grammar is far superior to mine. The only problem
is that they cannot speak or write proper. English. I’ve been hoping someone
would help solve this problem by writing a useful conversation book to help

the students.

Professor Li, as a Chinese as well as a former student and teacher in the
States, is aware of the problems faced by Chinese students trying to learn
English. She is also aware of the need to t:ach modern English to Chinese
students. She has the qualifications of being proficient in both Chinese and
American English and she also has an understanding of cultural differences.
She has written this English language book which takes advantage of what she
observed and learned during her stay in the United States and presents a refre-

shing new approach to the language. This combination of insights results in a book
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which will prove to be of great value to young Chinese anxious to learn and

speak English.

You will not find dry, technical explanations of English grammar in her
book. Instead, she has presented English as it is presently spoken by Americans.
Her book contains the accepted slang and colloquial expressions which are
commonly used and heard in the United States. Her lessons are examples of

the living use of English.

If you want to learn English the way it is now used in the United States,
I can think of no better book than Professor Li’s. Forget about the grammatical
rules for awhile. Read and learn what Professor Li has to say about American
English. You will get an appreciation of how Americans speak and think, of their

cultural background and of their everyday style of living.

I particularly recommend this book  to any student who desires to study
in the United States. It will save him much trouble and discomfort if he

masters Professor Li’s lessons.

Burton Levin
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CHAPTER 1 LEARNING ENGLISH

Part A VOCABULARY AND EXPRESSIONS

What keeps you so busy?

lately

a hit

get confused

Test of English as a Foreign
Language (= TOEFL)

' expression

complicated

awkward

people lose me in a conversation

vice versa

torture

(Let’s) take a break.

at a distance‘

nearj-jjgl;,ted
“far-sighted

contact lenses

wouldn’t work for me
take your word for it
Ah-choo! (She sneezes)
(God) Bless you!

1t’s chilly (out).

chat

Just as you say.

Let me fix some coffee for you.
You take it black, right?
Make yourself at home.
I'll be right with you.
playing mah-jongg

to kill time

tutor

a bunch of
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apply

boring

record player

tape recorder

record

tape

native voice

listening comprehension
native tongue

develop

the muscles of speech organs
instrument

cultural background
intimately tied to

bound up with

developed in different areas
master’s degree (=M. A.; M. S,
dissertation

doctorate degree

How marvelous!

Hit the sack.

Capital idea!

Take care (of yourself),.
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Part B DIALOGUE

Burt: What keeps yon so busy lately?

Ruth: Studying English, o .

Burt;: What makes you study English so hard?

Ruth: You know I!m' planning tp go to the United States this coming summer

© if I'm; lucky "enough to be admitted to Miami Unive;gty. I'm a bit

nervous about my English, - -

Burt: Your English is very good.

Ruth: Thank you, but I’'m afraidi my pronunciation isn’t accurate enough and
that I might get confused. -

Burt:

e

Don’t worry about it. As an American, I understand you quite well

Besides, you’ve passed the Test of English as a Foreign Language.




Ru1h:

Burt:

Ruth:

Burt;

Rufh:
Burt;
Ruth:

Burt:
Ruth:

Burt:
Ruth:
Burt:

Ruth:

Burt:
Ruth:
Burt:
Ruth:
Burt:
Ruth:

Burt:
Ruth:

Buri:
Ruth:

Burt:

1-B-2

Yes 1 have passed the TOEFL but I still find the word order very

"-,\ difficult., Sometimes I know every word in an expression, but I don’t

y,know what it implies. Honestly, I understand very little.

Yes, it is complicated. Sometimes the sentence structure is awkward for

Cfxinese—speaking people.

Yc('z know, I’m embarrassed when people lose me in the middle of a
v

C

ersation or vice versa,

"Relax, Ruth. You shouldn’t torture yourself. Let’s take a break,

0.K., fine. Ten minutes.

Ten minutes! Shall we take a2 walk to the swimming pool?

Swimming pool? What do you intend to go there for?

To get some fresh air. You need a rest and so do yvur eyes. You’ve
been reading a lot lately. ,

Oh yes, my eyes get tired easily. Sometimes after 1 read too much, I
can’t see things at a disiance. '

Have you checked with the doctor? You might be near-sighted.

You know, I would hate to have to wear glasses.

These days a lot of people wear contact lenses. I’'m slightly far-sighted,
50 I need glasses to read. Contact lenses wouldn’t work for me.

I'll take your word for it, Burt. I’ll make an appointment with a dector
tomorrow. Ah-choo! (She sneezes.)

Bless you!

It’s chilly out. Why don’vt we just stay home and have a little chat?
Just as you say.

y
Let me fix some coffee for you. You take it-black, right?

. Right.

Make yourself at home. T’Hl be right with you.

(Time passes.)

So, tell me more.

Well, it’s funny. I used to study English for entertainment-because I
dido’t have a special hobby, like playing mah-jongg, to kill time. Now
I have a particular purpose for it. :

So what’s the problem?

The tutor assigned me a bunch of home work. She wants me to memorize
all the phrases and expressions.

She simply wants you to practice them over and over again until they

are fixed in your mind.
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1-B-3

Ruth:
Burt:
Ruth:
Burt:
Ruth:

Burt:

Ruth;

Burt:

Ruth:

Burt:

Ruth:

~ Burt:

Ruth:

Burt:
Ruth:
Burt:

Ruth:
Burt:
Ruth:

Yes, she said it is necessary to drill as much as possible and the more
I apply it in real situations the more natural it will become. Drill' is
boring! |

She is right.

So, that’s the problem. I need so much practice and I’m getting dis-
couraged. ’

Actually, the fastest way to reach your goal would be to have a.pecord
player or a tape recorder. ’

Why all of that?

Well, the records or tapes have native voices and you can study them
by listening again and again and imitating the sounds as many times as
you wish. -

That’s a good idea. That way I’m not only training my listening compre-
hension but also my speaking ability.

Besides, since English is not your native tongue, you must develop the
muscles of your speech organs to produce unfamiliar sounds. When you
read, read aloud.

And the tutor also said that language is an instrument. People use it to
express their ideas, thoughts, feelings, étc., and all these are detérmined
by culture. When you understand the cultural background, you can better
use the language. )

Yes, language is intimately tied to man’s feelings and activities. It is
bound up with nmationality, religion, and the feeling of self. As groups
of men developed in different areas of the world, e',‘ach group created
its own spoken language. However, the written language came about
long after the spoken langunage was created.

She said that, too,

She surely sounds like an expert.

She is, I guess. She holds her master’s degree in Education and now she

is doing research for her dissertation for her doctorate degree.

-How mawveélous!. You’re certainly lucky to have her as your tutor.

I’m glad to hear you say that, ‘
I’ve enjoyed our talk but I have to leave now, Why don’t you hit the
sack for an hour? It would do you good. ’

Capital idea! However, I don’t have time for a nap this afternoon.

‘Well, take care.

’Bye.
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Part C CULTURAL BACK(;ROUND
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2T
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CHAPTER 2 AN ASSISTANTSHIP

Part A VOCABULARY AND EXPRESSIONS

Penny for your thoughts.

I’m still in shock.

got the green light

loot

to boot

Fantastic!

fellowship

assistantship

scholarship

stipend

cover

tuition

room and board

to sponge off

my folks

" That’s ‘grea‘t!

round-trip (ticket)

miscellaneous costs

academic year

U. (= University)

sunny South

You’ve got a regional hang-up.

(It) just happens to be

What’s your field?

to major

working part time

M. A. degree ( =degree of Master of
Arts)

Ph.D. (=Doctor of Philosophy)

the big time

master’s (= master’s degree)

grubstake
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nab

back at the farm

to switch majors

pro ( = professional)

following in your father’s footsteps
appeal to me

make-~up

credit

as far as 1 can figure from (that)
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transcript AR,
semester 8 (—EFRBHD .
thesis i v 198
full-time #1E,
full-time student TR BARAETIEDH S,
to audit 20T,
roll call =4,
oral examination ik,
called by Moo BAE,
dissertation (L% 27, )
trimester system —441&5#'#7]%‘]::
quarter system —EG A
. Part B DIALOGUE

Burt: Hey,'wake up! Penny for your thoughts. .
Ruth: Oh, hi. They’re worth more than that this time. I’m still in shock. I just

got the green light from admissions and loot to boot.

Burt: Fantastic! What did you get — fellowship, assistantship or scholarship?

Ruth: They offered me an assistantship. It’s better than I’d hoped for. The

stipend will cover tuition, room and board. With that I won’t have to

sponge off my folks,

Burt: That’s great! So you only have to provide the round-trip transportation

fee, vacation expenses and miscellaneous costs, because assistantships

R . . . .
usually cover an academic year, which is nine months. Which school,

Texas U.?

Ruth: No, Miami University,

Burt:  So, you’ll go to the sunny South.
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