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Shopping

1. Basic Expressions for Shopping

—May I help you?
—Yes. 1'd like to see some men's suits. Size thirty-six.

—Certainly. Please step this way.

—1Is there something I can do for you?
—~Yes. Would you mind showing me that green handbag?

—Certainly.

—Would you mind waiting on me?

—Yes, sir.
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—How much is that watch? The gold one with the brown
leather band.

—Just a moment, sir.

i

—What's the price on this table?

—Five-thousand N.T, dollar.

~Thank you.

—I'm sorry to have kept you waiting. Here's your change.

" ~Thank you.

* —Thank you. Please call again.
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—Waiter! May I have my check, please?
—Here you are.
—Shall I pay you?

—No. Please pay the cashier.

—How mﬁch do I owe you?

—Let's see. The special lunch and one coffee. That'll
be four fifty, please.

—nere you are, Keep the change.

—Thank you very much.

—May .1 help you?
—No thanks. I'm just looking.
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2. A Simple Purchase | Phe .rs

In most cases buying thigns is fairly simple. Long.

conversations between clerks and customers are rare,
except when making expensive purchases or getting ex—
planations about how to operate something.

—Clerk!

—Yes, sir.

—How much is this camera?
Tfifteen-fhousand-N.T. dollar.

—0.K. I'll take it. Here's fifteen theousand.

~Thank you, sir.

—How do you light this kerosene stove?

w3y
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—It's very simple. You just turn up the wick like this
and light it.

—Don't you have to pump it up?
—No. There's no air-pressure involved.

—How often do you have to change the wick?

LN (8

—One wick will usually last one season at normal use.
—I see. 1'll take 6ne, then.

—Thank you, sir. Please step this way.

3. Window Shopping

Window shopping, or just looking at things displayed
in shop windows, is a favorite pastime of many people.
Sometimes you can find what you want window shopping at
high-class stores, and then buy the same thing at a re-
duced price in the wholesale district. In the United
States, as in Taiwan, department stores tend to be sta-
ndardized in price, whereas in wholeasale districts pr-

ices are much lower and subject to bargaining.
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—That's just what I want. That record player in the

corner.
—Yes., It's very nice.

—Just a minute. I want to write down the name of the

manufacturer and the model.
—Aren't you going to buy it here?

—No. I'm going down to the wholesale digtrict. I °can
get it much cheaper there.

—Why didn't you go there in the first place?

—Because it's easier to find what you want this way.
The wholesalers don't have emough room to display
their goods. You have to know what to ask for,

-1 sce.

4. American Money

The basic unit of American money is the cent, also
called penny. Cne-hundred cents makes one dollar.
American coins are the cent, the five-cent piece or
nickel, the ten—cent piece or dime, the twenty-five-
cent piece or quarter, the fifty-cent piece or half

dollar, and the silver dollar.
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Paper money consists of the one-dollar bill, the two-
dollar bill, the five-dollar bill, the ten-dollar bill,
the twenty-dollar bill, the fifty-dellar bill, the one-
hundred dellar bill, the five-hundred dollar bill, the
one-thousand dollar bill, the five-thoudand-dollar bill,
and the ten-thousand dollar bill.

 The United States is not the only .country which uses
dollars. Thefe are Canadian dollars, Malayan dollars,
Australian dollars, Hong Kong dollars and so on, each
with different values. In the States the two-dollar
bill is called "race-track money" because two dollars
is the ordinary bet for a horse race. Consequently, the
two-dollar bill is most common in localities where large
race tracks are found. The dollar is also called a "buck"
Thus, two dollars could be expressed by saying "two buc-
ks," but this is a slang expression and should probably
be avoided.

—American money is very easy to get used to.
—Really?

—Yes. Its coins and bills are all based on the same
unit.



