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PUTUO LING GUANG PHOTOGRAPH

This is a fairyland on earth, mysterious and beautiful;
This is a world of celestial Buddha, divine, quiet and peaceful;
This is more of a paradise, which earthly men and women of various kinds have been yearning for.
—With her mercy and benevolence, divine light and serenity, as well as bosom and sympathy of delivering
all living creatures from torment and relieving people of their sufferings, Pota Laka is attracting numerous
“faces” from both China and abroad who have not broken free the bonds of this world. To “Nanhai” !
This is a long-cherished wish, going back to the previous incarnation, of lots and lots of earthly men and
women, who are widely apart, especially those believers from South Fujian Province, who feel deeply
indebted to enlightenment and favor bestowed by Buddhist patriarch of Kwan-yin. They feel still more
honored to travel to “Nanhai” . Therefore, throughout the history, predestined relationship has been long
established between both places.
From November 17 to 22, the Fourth China Nanhai Kwan-yin Cultural Festival in Mount Putuo was held.
At the invitation of Zhoushan Photographers’ Association, the 24-person coverage delegation of Quanzhou
Photographers’ Association had the honor to pay a return visit to Zhoushan, Zhejiang, for five-day coverage
and exchange activity. Wherever the coverage delegation went, they were warmly welcomed and sincerely
treated by Zhoushan Literary Federation, Zhoushan Photographers’ Association, Mount Putuo Administration,
various county and district branches and photographers’ associations at the grass roots. Within the short
period of several days, photography workmates from Fujian and Zhejiang exchanged ideas and learned
from each other. They felt as if they had experienced something in person and got a fair knowledge.
Throughout the visit, the coverage activity was integrated into the strong festive atmosphere of the Fourth
Kwan-yin Cultural Festival: collection of folk songs and cultural elements, pious worship of Buddhist bone
sarira (relics left after the cremation of the Buddha or a saintly monk deposited in a stupa for worship),
Buddhist ceremony of one thousand monks praying for a harmonious society together, monks and laities
lighting strings of lanterns and praying for blessings, pilgrimage on the Foding Mountain... in this world
of celestial Buddha permeated with Buddhist serenity, members of the coverage delegation feasted their
eyes on the scenes and customs of Putuo, had a genuine feeling for the sunrise of the soul. They were
sincere to each other, fostered friendship and received good results of a purified heart.
Dharma bestows bounties and benevolent light illuminates all things. Photographers from Quanzhou pray
that on the occasion of this visit to the holy Buddhist land for cultural relics, they could offer respectfully
a petal of spiritual fragrance, so as to integrate themselves into the greater harmonious society representing
. the true, the good and the beautiful!

Quanzhou Photographers’ Association
December 25, 2006
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